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Kathy Moedl 

President 
  Why do you suppose you are getting a newsletter from some unknown 
NFMS organization?  Who/What is the NFMS anyway?  
 I have gotten comments like that from people I KNOW and within my 
own club.  Those were my own thoughts when I first joined my local club.  
There was a series of events a few years ago that led to my education of the 
NFMS and what it is all about.  It opened a whole new world for me. 
 My daughter, who was 13 at the time, decided to do a showcase for our 
local club show.  She did such a great job of it that people were coming up to  

her saying she should enter her case in the NFMS show.  Huh?  What is that? Why?   A few  
weeks later I got out that NFMS Newsletter that I had been getting from unknown  
people from other states and made a call to the NFMS Junior Chair. 
 That call led to association with many new and helpful people.  They were willing to take the time 
to mentor my daughter, educate and encourage.  She entered her case in the NFMS Federation show held in 
Ontario, Oregon that year.  She then qualified to compete in the AFMS show (huh? Who?).  There is a 
whole world of people and resources out there, folks, that we have available to us and sit dormant waiting 
for us to take advantage of what they offer (they certainly aren’t dormant but I’m making a point here). 
 We belong to rockhound clubs because we like to “rub elbows” with people who are interested in 
the same things that we enjoy.  We want to share our experiences and benefit from the knowledge of other 

people.Our individual clubs then belong to the Northwest Federation (NFMS) to affiliate with other 
rockhound clubs throughout the Northwest to broaden our elbow rubbing and benefit from broader 
spectrum of knowledge. A very small part of your membership dues is paid by your club to the NFMS. 
 The NFMS is one of seven Federations that belong to the American Federal of Mineralogical 
Society (AFMS).  Thereby affiliating with rockhounds NATION WIDE!  An even smaller part of the 
membership dues to the NFMS is paid to the AFMS.   
 Of the seven federations the NFMS is the only federation to send their newsletter to every 
member.  This gives all NFMS members a direct link to our NFMS and what it has to offer. 
 The NFMS Membership Directory lists all members, clubs, club officers and meeting locations 
with dates and places.  This is a valuable reference source to locate people to assist you with field trips 
when you are out of your area.   
 REMINDER TO CLUB TREASURERS:  Be sure your dues is sent by the 1st of January and make 
sure to include any changes to your members and correct information about your club to be listed in next 
year’s NFMS Directory.  This information also makes sure that your new members receive the newsletter 
and don’t get left out of the loop. 
 Also, take a look at our new website at http://www.amfed.org/nfms/. Explore that website for all 
you ever need to know about our organization. Wow!  Well done, Webmaster! 
 This is the last newsletter to come your way until after the New Year.  Enjoy your holidays and we 
will be in touch next year! 
 
 

This is your combined November/December Northwest 
Newsletter.  

The next issue will come out in January and will be for 
January/February. 
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NFMS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 2012-2013 
 

PRESIDENT:  Kathy Moedl, Idaho Falls Gem and 
 Mineral Society, 149 E. 1st. N, Rexburg, ID 83440, (208) 
 356-4169, kmoedl@cableone.net 
1st VICE PRESIDENT:  Don Innes, Far West Lapidary, 
 54416 Arago-Fishtrap Rd., Myrtle Point, OR 97458, (541) 
 396-5722, donin11@hughes.net 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT:  Warren Rood, Marcus Whitman 
 Gem and Mineral, 243 E. Birch, Walla Walla, WA 99362, 
 warrenrood@yahoo.com 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  Joan Day, Golden Spike Gem 

& Mineral  Society, 509 Highland Blvd., Brigham City,  
UT.  84302, (801) 391-2912, joanday@sisna.com 

TREASURER:  Lyle Vogelpohl, West Seattle Rock Club, 
8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617, (206) 932-
3292, nfmstreasurer@comcast.net 

 
NFMS STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
BUDGET:  Don Innes, 1st Vice President (see above) 
BULLETIN AIDS:  Peggy Blickfeldt,  Idaho Gem Club,  

236 Tollgate Rd., Boise, ID  83716, (208) 345-8774, 
grumpies@q.com  

CIRCULATION:  Tom Burchard, Golden Spike Gem & 
Mineral Society, 875 E 4500 S, S. Ogden, UT 84403, (801) 
479-4286, Roxhund@aol.com 

COMPETATIVE EXHIBITS: 
      EXHIBITS REGISTRAR: Dee Holland, Bitterroot 

Gem/Mineral Soc, Hamilton, MT,  P.O.Box 23, Tendoy, ID, 
83468, (208) 756-2394,  beauholland@centurytel.net 

      JUDGING DIRECTOR:  Carol Cimolino, Everett Rock 
and Gem Club, 1429 Avenue D, PMB 518, Snohomish, WA  
98290, (360)668-0378 

      RULES & AWARDS CHAIR:  Larry Hulstrom, 
Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, Kennewick, WA,  5409 W 
26th, Kennewick, WA 99338, (509)783-6210,  
rockhound132@charter.net 

CREDENTIALS: Del & Clara Walker, Tualatin Valley Gem 
Club, 12377 SE Davis Loop, Prineville, OR  97754,  (541) 
447-7826, dcwalker@embarqmail.com 

CUSTODIAN:  Don Innes, 2nd Vice President (see above) 
DIRECTORY:  Carol Willey, Oregon Coast Agate, 929 Ojalla 

Rd., Siletz, OR 97380, (541)444-1360, 
going4rocks@dishmail.net 

EDUCATION:   Jim & Libby Spencer, Clackamette Mineral 
& Gem Society, 660 Collins Crest, Gladstone, OR 97027, 
(503) 650-5027, the_spencers@comcast.net 

ENDOWMENT FUND:  CHAIRMAN: Edna Nelson, Mt 
Hood Rock Club, 66830 Maple Crest Rd., Deer Island, OR 
97054, (503) 397-5284, rockhoundstoo1966@yahoo.com  
TREASURER:  NFMS Treasurer (see above)  

FINANCIAL ADVISOR: Jon Spunaugle, 4841 Doctor 
Eldridge Dr., Washougal, WA 98671, (360) 624.7604, 
jonspe@comcast.net  

HISTORIAN:  Shirley Leeson, Bitterroot Gem/Mineral Soc, 
Hamilton, MT, P.O. Box 23, Tendoy, ID., 83468-0023, 
(619) 460-6128 or (208) 756-2394, 
beauholland@centurytel.net 

JUNIORS CHAIR:  Audrey Vogelpohl, West Seattle Rock 
Club, 8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617, 
nfmsjunior@comcast.net  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Beth Heesacker, Clackamette 
Gem & Mineral Corp., 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest 
Grove OR, 97116, (503) 357-8804, nfmseditor@coho.net 

NFMS Club-at-Large:  1st

NOMINATING CHAIRMAN:  :  Fritz Mack, Everett Rock 
& Gem Club, 10619 Holly Dr., Everett, WA 98204, (425) 
513.0115, rockngem_mack@comcast.net   

 Vice President (see above) 

NORTHWEST ROCKHOUND  RETREAT (Hancock):  
Lamar Tilgner (Chair), Mt. Hood Rock Club, 200 SE 
Olvera Ave., Gresham, OR  97080, (503) 666-2905, 
lstilgner1@verizon.net 

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL:  Evelyn Cataldo, Lakeside 
Gem & Mineral Club, 99509 Brandon, Kennewick, WA 
99338, (509) 628-0170, ecataldo@cbtabs.com 

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY:  Andy Johnson, Lakeside 
Gem & Mineral Club, P.O.Box 3251, Pasco, WA  99302, 
(509)546-1950, cbagates@hotmail.com 

SLIDE/ VIDEO LIBRARIAN:  Tim and Sharon DeGrie, 
Lakeside Gem & Mineral Club, P.O. Box 458  
Goldendale,WA 98620, 509-772-2533, cell 509-910-9228 
ROCKNlibrary@yahoo.com  

RESOLUTIONS:  Fred Burton, Golden Spike Gem & 
Mineral Society, 90 Lakeview, Tooele, UT 84074, 
(435)882-8614, fburton@trilobyte.net 

SAFETY:  Chuck Sonner, Southern WA. Mineralogical 
Society, 165 Tingle Rd., Winlock, WA. 98596, (360) 785-
3909, chuckagate2@yahoo.com 

SCHOLARSHIP: Evelyn Cataldo, Lakeside Gem and Mineral 
Club, 99509 Brandon, Kennewick, WA, 99338, (509) 628-
0170, Ecataldo@cbtabs.com 

SHOW CHAIRPERSON 2012: Larry Hulstrom and Evelyn 
Cataldo, Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, 5409 W. 26th

SHOW COORDINATION:  Pat Lambert, Lakeside Gem & 
Mineral Club, 26106 S. Oak, Kennewick, WA 99337, 
palambert@charter.net 

, 
Kennewick, WA, 99338, (509) 783-6210,  

STAMPS:  Hermina Kolski, Club-at-Large, 208 Riverview 2 
East, Great Falls, MT 59404-1534, (406)231-0620 

SUPPLIES:  Tim Hoff, Butte Mineral & Gem Club, 1016 
Waukesha Ave, Butte, MT., 59701, (406) 491-3587, 
nwfm_timhofff@bresnan.net  

WAYS & MEANS:  Janice Van Cura, Willamette Agate & 
Mineral Society, Inc.,3448 NW Covey Run, Corvalis, OR 
97330  (541)753-2401,  jvancura@peak.org 

WEBMASTER:  Brad Larson, Owyhee Gem and Mineral 
 Society, 4112 E. Park Ridge Dr., Nampa, ID 83687 
  (208) 465-1920, nfms.webmaster@gmail.com 
 
NFMS WEB SITE:  www.amfed.org/nfms 
 

NFMS SPECIAL COMMITTEES  
 

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN:  Doug True, Billings Gem & 
Mineral Club, 2622 Broadwater, Billings, MT 59102, 
406.670.0506, dtruefossils12@yahoo.com 

ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR:  Viola Jones, Skagit Rock 
& Gem Club, P. O. Box 2841, Mt. Vernon, WA.  98273, 
(360) 424-8340, rocks1x1vi.george@frontier.com 

WEBSITE CONTEST: Cheri George 
 

AFMS COMMITTEES (NFMS Representatives) 
AFMS PRESIDENT-Lauren Williams, ENDOWMENT 
FUND- Edna Nelson, EDITORS HALL OF FAME-Open, 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR-Beth Heesacker, NFMS CLUB 
BULLETIN AIDS-Peggy Blickfeldt, ROCKHOUND OF 
THE YEAR-Viola Jones, CONSERVATION & 
LEGISLATION-Darlene Posthuma, EDUCATION-ALL 
AMERICAN AWARD- Jim & Libby Spencer,   
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS-Bill and Janet Smith, 
JUNIORS PROGRAM-Audrey Vogelpohl, PROGRAM 
COMPETITION-Open, PUBLIC RELATIONS-OPEN, 
SAFETY-Chuck Sonner, SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION-
Dee Holland & Rose McArthur,  SUPPLIES AND 
PUBLICATIONS-Tim Hoff, JUDGE TRAINING 
COMMITTEE-Dee Holland, UNIFORM RULES-Dee 
Holland (Director), WAYS AND MEANS-Glenn Lee (chair) & 
Janice Van Cura, WEBSITE-Brad Larson. 
 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
 
The AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION 
(ALAA) is a 501(c)(4) organization.  Its purpose is to promote 
and ensure the right of amateur hobby fossil and mineral 
collecting, recreational prospecting and mining, and the use of 
public and private lands for educational and recreational 
purposes; and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and 
hobbyists to our elected officials, government regulators and 
public lands managers.  Your annual individual membership fee 
of $25.00 helps support their activities.  Club membership is $50 
per year. Send dues to: ALAA, Ruth Bailey, 2857 Addison Pl, 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 For more information contact:  
Shirley Leeson, ALAA Vice President, P.O. Box 23, Tendoy, 
ID, 83468,  shirleyleeson@cox.net or 
beauholland@centurytel.net 
 
The AFMS NEWSLETTER is published monthly except Jan-
Jul-Aug by the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  
Each NFMS member club should have three people (usually the 
Pres, Secretary, and Editor) receiving the AFMS Newsletter.  If 
they are not, or if anyone else wants to subscribe ($4.50 per 
year). Contact:: AFMS Central Off., Steve Weinberger, P.O. 
Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 cebar62@aim.com   Make 
checks payable to “AFMS”.   
  
The NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is the official publication 
of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies (NFMS) 
and is usually published ten (10) times per year.  This 
publication is brought to you through your club membership in 
NFMS. The purpose of the Northwest Newsletter is to keep all 
NFMS members informed of activities and events pertaining to 
the business and services of the Federation.  The Newsletter is 

printed and mailed to approximately 3500 homes in six states by 
Burley Reminder in Burley ID.  For matters related to the 
Newsletter (i.e. content, advertising, etc) contact the Newsletter 
Editor.  For matters related to the Newsletter circulation (new 
members, address changes, etc.) contact Circulation. 
 
SHOW COORDINATION.  Your Federation provides a free 
service for NFMS members by listing your show in this 
Newsletter, on the NFMS website, two magazines (“Rocks and 
Minerals” and “Rock and Gem”) and the on-line Calendar from 
“Lapidary Journal”.  Please provide the date and time for the 
show, the club name and show title (if applicable), the location 
of the show, and most important a contact person with address, 
e-mail address and/or phone (e-mail is preferred).  Please send 
your show information four to six months in advance to the 
Show Coordination Chairperson. If you see an error once your 
show is listed, or if your show is not listed, contact the 
Newsletter Editor. 
 
SAVE STAMPS PROGRAM.  NFMS members are 
encouraged to use and save commemorative stamps. The money 
generated from the sale of these used (cancelled) stamps is then 
donated to Cancer Research.  The collected stamps can be sent 
to the Stamps Chairman, brought to the NFMS Annual Show 
or given to your Federation Director in your club.  
 

ATTENTION CLUB TREASURERS 
Where to send your money 

To NFMS Treasurer for: 
 1.  Dues and supplies 
 2.  Donations for the general fund 
 3.  Donations to Junior Achievement 
 4.  Advertisement in this Newsletter 
Send to:  Lyle Vogelpohl, see Treasurer this page. 

To NFMS Endowment Fund Treasurer for: 
1. Donations to Endowment Fund 
2. Memorial contributions 

Make check payable to NFMS Endowment Fund, send to 
Endowment Fund Treasurer. 
 
To NFMS Scholarship Chairperson for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Scholarship Fund 
 2.  Memorial contributions to AFMS Scholarship 
Make check payable to AFMS Scholarship Fund. 
Send to:  Rose Alene Mc Arthur (see Scholarship this page). 
 
To AFMS Endowment Fund  for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Endowment 
 2.  Memorials 
Send to:   See AFMS Newsletter 
   
To ALAA Treasurer for: 

1. Memberships, new and renewals 
2. Donations  

Make check payable to ALAA 
Send to Joyce Hanschu, ALAA Treasurer, 6607 Sturbridge Ln; 
Canton, MI  48187-2638  

NFMS NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE 
ADVERTISEMENT 

Members, Non-members, clubs, etc. can advertise in the 
Northwest Newsletter.  This service is provided to help defray 
the cost of printing and mailing the newsletter and is encouraged 
by the Federation.  The only criteria for the ad is that it be hobby 
related (e.g. rocks, equipment, grit, shows, etc.).  

Ads for the Northwest Newsletter are 
$1.50 per square inch. 

Example:  3” x 4” ad = 12 inches 
12 inches x $1.50 = $18 per issue of the Newsletter 

For an additional 50% of the cost of the Newsletter ad, you can 
have the same ad placed on the NFMS website for the same 

length of time. The Newsletter ad must be purchased to receive 
this additional advertisement. 

Do not send ads on colored paper because the back-ground will 
look gray in the ad. The Editor will send a billing statement to 
the customer which will include instructions to make payment to 
the NFMS Treasurer.  For more information or questions, call, 
e-mail or write the Newsletter Editor 
 
 
 
 
 

To see this newsletter in living 
color and 

to see it by the first of the month 
go to  

http://www.amfed.org/nfms/newsletters.asp 
and click on the month you want to see. 
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Don Innes 

1st Vice President 
 
 

  I was wondering the other day what a rock hound really is. They are people who love the great outdoors.  
The wide open spaces. They want to collect a very small proportion of the rocks or minerals available as U S 
citizens. A faceter can collect a 5 gal pail and it will last a lifetime. Most rock hounds only collect the amount 
they can use to fashion into a beautiful item, or he can display, or can donate or gift to someone else. 
 We do know one-third of the land area of the whole United States is owned by the Federal Government 
(we the citizens). It is controlled, regulated, licensed, and permitted by only a few people we elected to govern 
us. In turn the governing has been turned over to many un-elected government officials (bureaucrats). 
We need personally to co-operate with the Powers that be and attend all their meetings we can fit in to our 

schedule. If we co-operate with them and they co-operate with us it seems it would be a good working relationship. We seem to have one obstacle, 
Environmentalists. 

All of us should follow the AMFS rules for collecting, published in all of our local and State Bulletins as well as the American Federation 
Bulletin. As a group we are excellent environmentalists. Help us save our digs. 

 
 
 

 
Warren Rood 

2nd Vice President 
 
 

Field trips are about sharing 
 

 
 We all understand that a great field trip involves collecting great material. Recently I realized that a great trip involves so much more.  
     Our club, the Marcus Whitman Gem and Mineral Society of Walla Walla, WA, went on a trip to Topaz Mountain in Utah. This is quite a long 
trip and you don’t want to travel that far without being certain you are going to find great material. Unfortunately nobody in our club knew where the 
good material was. Fortunately, we knew somebody that did. We were led by an experienced rock hound friend from a club in Idaho that knew the 
Topaz Mountain area well. It was such a treat to have this person share the many sites that he had discovered on previous trips. We found many knew 
things, such as the old copper mine, a free area for trilobite collecting in shale, easy picking Dugway geodes, a mountain full of multi-colored agate 
and of course topaz. 
  Two of the people that joined us were from another club in Western Washington that we had met at a gem and mineral show. They were so 
appreciative of the opportunity to join us and find great material that they volunteered to share some of the sites they had discovered on a trip next 
year. This is similar to what happens during our NFMS field trips, only on a smaller scale. If you are interested in sharing a field trip, you could start 
by having your field trip leader use the NFMS directory and contact a field trip leader from another club. They could share information and maybe 
work out a trip or two. Also just talking and networking between individuals of different clubs could turn into a nice field trip. This type of club to 
club sharing is a strength of our rock community. Everybody benefits.  

 

 
SCRIBE Meeting for All Newsletter Editors 

 
 The meeting date for the 2013 S.C.R.I.B.E. meeting will be JAN. 26 AT 8:30 A.M. (MST). We will be meeting in the 
Senior Center on Moon Mountain Road just north of Main Street in Quartzsite, Ariz. 
 S.C.R.I.B.E. (Special Congress Representing Involved Bulletin Editors) is an international group of current and former 

amateur lapidary, gem, mineral and earth sciences club editors, writers, webmasters and others.  The purpose of S.C.R.I.B.E. is to improve 
communication and public relations among these clubs, their federations, and other related organizations through involved bulletin editors.  It serves 
as a resource to advise and assist new editors with old ideas and old editors with new ideas for publishing better bulletins. 
     

VICE PRESIDENTS’ REPORTS 
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Bulletin Editors! 
 

By Peggy Blickfeldt 
Bulletin Aides 

 
 Well, it is that time of 
year again, time to sort through 
those favorite newsletters and 

send in the best.  Please remember to send in articles etc. and if you 
have juniors, please get them to send SOMETHING in.  They will 
be due by the end of February 2013.  If you have forgotten the rules 
or the requirements, please check the AFMS website under 
bulletins.  You can also email me at pblick@ymail.com.   
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That Made My 
Day 

By Lyle Vogelpohl, 
Member West Seattle Rock 

Club 
 
 I have been fortunate to be 
able to participate in many rock 
and gem shows by entering a 
display and/or demonstrating the 

way I cut cabochons on my Ameritool Flat Lap Grinder. 
 I was demonstrating cabochon cutting at the recent Portland 
Regional Gem & Mineral Show, showing the steps I use to work a 
stone from start to finish.  Friday had been a busy day ... with area 
schools out for the day there were many families with children 
present.  It was getting late in the afternoon when a mother and her 
daughter approached where I was working at my machine.  It took 
me a moment to realize that the daughter was carrying a white cane 
and was blind. 
 I described to them what I was doing and started by letting 
them feel the various grits on the grinding plates I use.  Next I let the 
daughter feel the slice of material that had a cab marked on it.  She 
could feel the rough edges of the piece.  Then I gave her a piece that 
had been cut to size on the trim saw, and then a stone that had been 
trimmed to size including the bezel.  Her hands went over each piece 
and felt the different shapes.  I have a display of stones on dop sticks 
that show the steps I use to shape my cabs.  I handed her each one 
and explained what I was doing.  She felt the surfaces of each step, 
including the sanded stone to the smooth finished polished stone. 
 Watching this young lady smile as she examined each of the 
stones, and the appreciative thanks from her mother, That Made My 
Day. 
 

 
From the 

Editor’s Rockpile 
By Beth Heesacker  

 
 
 I am not going to write about 
rocks, rockhounding or my rock 
collection’s this month. What has affected 

me most recently have been the reports from some of my close 
rockhounding friends about their health. The daughter of a friend has 
been diagnosed and undergone surgery for breast cancer. Another 
friend has been diagnosed with throat cancer and is undergoing 
chemo therapy with all the aftermath that this causes. I know lots of 
other rockhounds that have been having cancer problems 
 Please, get cancer screening! Do all the home checks for 
women, AND for men, that have been recommended by the health 
community. I know some of these checks are uncomfortable. I have 
had my parts squeezed and probed in the past and will continue to 
have my checkups in order that any cancer will be found early. 
Please, the temporary discomfort is so much better than the long-
term effects of advanced cancer on you, your family and friends. 
 

SKAGIT ROCK & GEM CLUB 
PRESENTS 

“Treasures of the Earth” 
 

A GEM, MINERAL, FOSSIL, & 
JEWELRY SHOW 

 
November 10 & 11, 2012 

Saturday 9-5 Sunday 10-5 
 

FREE ADMISSION 
Hourly Door Prizes 

Dealers 
Demonstrations 

Food 
Children’s Activities 

 
Sedro Woolley Community Center 

720 State Street 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pblick@ymail.com�
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ALAA - QUARTZSITE IS COMING 
 
Here's the information on: QUARTZSITE, January 25th and January 27th, 2013 
  

ALAA meeting, Friday evening Jan 25th 6:30 pm, Quartzsite Alliance Church, plenty of parking. 
720 Desert View - Northwest side of Quartzsite    
From frontage road north of I-10, North on Moon Mountain Road   See ALAA website for map  amlands.org  
If you have observed problems, with either the Forest Service or the BLM, please contact president@amlands.org   
If you have positive feed-back on something that's worked out, we need to know that too. 
I NEED THIS INFORMATION IN WRITING.  Email me at: president@amlands.org  
   
Sunday, Jan 27th location and time to be announced.... 
ALAA and Ye Old Timers are partnering with the BLM for the first ANNUAL Quartzsite area CLEAN-UP.  All participants will receive a 
certification of participation for this first annual event.  We'll have sign in sheets available.  Be part of the solution instead of the problem, don’t 
LITTER. 
  
Shirley Leeson, ALAA President 2013 
American Lands Access Assn. 
Rockhound Activist 
president@amlands.org  

 
 
 

 

Having Fun: Junior Activities 
Hands-On Activities from Ring of Fire 

by Jim Brace-Thompson, AFMS Junior Program Chair 
 
  At last year’s Mother Lode Mineral Society Show in Turlock, California (a must-attend event for anyone 
anywhere near central California in mid-March!), I made my way straight to the Rocks In A Hardplace booth since 
they always have a great range of educationally oriented materials for the earth sciences (see www.rocksinahard-
place.com). Per usual, I wasn’t disappointed and came away with nice specimens and educational rock kits. One 
item really caught my eye this time: a book rack containing a number of spiral-bound paperbacks accompanied by 
CDs. They were part of the “Myrna Martin” series, and I walked away with books and CDs for Myrna Martin’s 

Minerals: Hands-on Science, Myrna Martin’s Rock Cycle: Hands-on Science, and Myrna Martin’s Dinosaurs: Hands-on Activities.  
 “Who is Myrna Martin?” I wondered, so I went to her web site: www.RingofFireScience.com. Inspired by the eruption of Mount Saint 
Helens 90 miles from her Oregon home, she crafted a set of lesson plans on volcanoes. By 1998, those lesson plans had evolved into a home-
based business she runs with husband Tom and son Brett: Ring of Fire Science Company LLC. Prior to that, Myrna had taught school for over 35 
years, so she knew what she was doing when she began developing activity-based earth-science education books. She’s done her job so well, she 
was named the 2007 Professional of the Year for Science Textbook Publishing by Cambridge Who’s Who. She is now an author, science 
consultant, and workshop speaker, particularly for homeschooling conventions.  
 Ring of Fire offers over 30 books (available in print or on CDs), as well as 7 educational sets of rocks and DVDs containing video lessons 
by the author. Resources are geared to three levels: PreK – 2nd grade, 3rd – 6th grade, and middle – high school. Topics include dinosaurs, 
earthquakes, volcanoes, the rock cycle, mineral identification, the three rock types, and more. The books are beautifully designed and illustrated, 
with easy-to-follow instructions for each activity along with “Teacher’s Notes” that fill you in on lesson objectives, how the activity fulfills 
National Science Education Standards, and vocabulary with definitions. There are also quizzes with answer keys and bibliographies for further 
reading. I encourage you to check out this wealth of resources for the juniors in your society—for learning, and for having fun! 

 
Via Oct 2012 AFMS Newsletter 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clubs, please note that any show information should go to Pat Lambert, Show Coordinator. She will then send the 
information out to the rock magazines, websites and to this newsletter. 

All membership updates, including new members so they can receive this newsletter as soon as possible, should go 
to Tom Burchard, Circulation Chair and to Carol Willey, Directory Chair. 

See the second page of this newsletter for address information for these Chairmen and Chairwomen. 

mailto:president@amlands.org�
mailto:president@amlands.org�
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Grateful 
   By Bert Kae-Je’  

 
Gloriously colored layers of rock reach the mountain buttes,  
Fossil beds hold history reaching to rocky mountains. 
Five mph on rough gravel –off the beaten path is OHFS. 
Little spiders, geckos, holes in the screen, wooden bunk beds, 
Friendly Rock Hounds, excited and full of information.  
Long awaited learning for which I’m soooo grateful! 
 
Roommates…., be prepared, some with a guffaw yet unheard 
Shoot the breeze, gurgle, and keep you awake till early morn,  
Others dream of bugs, lizards, snakes and scorpions a-foot.  
Twice now, I’ve had the greatest cabin-mate, 
She is wise and caring, interesting yet quiet enough 
Like an angel in a sweatshirt and jeans, I’m very grateful!  
 
The decibel of the lunchroom --a chatterbox’s ecstasy, 
Unflappable, constant, louder than an 80 grit,  
For me, more private, I nearly go loco- en-la-cabaza. 
But there’s a picnic table outside where one can sit  
Soak up the sun; hear the quiet near to God.  
For which I’m so very grateful! 
 
Neonatal and experienced cabochon makers, happy as a Lark. 
Heaven knows, I can hardly endure the routine of a cabochon,  
Procedure and tedium always test fortitude and serenity,  
Linear-logic thinkers –much like good nuclear engineers.  
Lyle and Lamar on guard from afar, yet confident I will learn. 
Free-form or no, skills needed much the same.  
They even help me do it my way………I am grateful! 
 
Thought it a shortcut…..quick to finish & beautious, 
But I’m in for a surprise with Doublets maybe Triplets.    
Won’t take long, and thennn I realize -- oh, oh, oh. 
This isn’t just gluing on a quartz cap…. and standing back,  
Now, I have to dome this sandwich like a caaaaabochon. 
Not so sure….. But I am grateful, maybe. 
 
Mr. Lloyd is there encouraging us each one,  
He says, my pansy and ammonite quartz triplet is one of a kind,  
 To rock and roll, --- get rid of that flat spot.    
Showing us how to make our own opal dreams come true.  
Examining the end product…..no,no scratches anywhere! 
For Instructors wisdom and support, I am grateful. 
 
Lyle shows me the easy way to make a cabochon. 
John shows me how to conquer the slab saw…and 
Lamar looks very tired.   Wonder why?    
No one works harder for us to have this OMSI Retreat. 
We owe him a great deal for all the joy, and delight,  
Skill and creativeness enabled...We am grateful.  
 
There are those beaders finding a way to  
Make use of the flatter cabochons --- 
As if they were made for the seed-a-bead. 
Blue green and borealis---Delica and Bicone all beautiful!    
Color, a gift of God for which   I am Grateful! 
 
 
Those persevering faceters pop a stone just fixing a girdle. 
But wow, when they get it, they got it!   And 
Instructors with a century of wisdom pass the trade, 
As do the torching silver-smithers with easy and hard solder. 

 
 
Cast a cuddle bone fish or carve a wax, 
Find a way to wrap-a-wire or go with Miss Carol,  
Expression in Intarsia beyond imagination,  
Lots of choices,   I am so grateful. 
 
Bring your stuff …..Swap night, swap your heart out.      
Judy’s a subtle marketer at the bench, 
Helps one rid of the ordinary as if it were 
A long awaited gem and gain a beauty in a swap.   
It feeds a feisty soul, and so grateful you will be! 
 
Jewelry cleaners, casting flasks, Rhyolite, and Opal,  
Earrings, crystal bracelets, lots of slabs, and some of Dennis’s Pens. 
Quartz logs, Picasso-Jasper, Malecite, Mookite, and Michigan 
 Copper,  
From  thunder eggs to personalized etchings, 50 cents to $250 value. 
Soooooooooooooooooo Fun, what a hoot, I’m so Grateful 
 
OMSI staff pleasant and informative as can be,  
Red Tail Hawks, Great Horn Owls, telescopes and stars they share. 
Stars burn brightly in the sky, some seldom seen. 
They dance like ballerinas on a navy-blue-velvet carpet. 
So awesome…..I am grateful, 
 
The food is good, Vegan and Gluten’s remembered.    
Salads, applesauce, turkey and brats,  
Spaghetti, peanut butter, French toast, and mandarin oranges… 
Lunch, sack-a-bag with your name…..stretch to last the week, 
Save a tree….Hence, I am grateful! 
 
Wrinkled bag stored in the frig –left over from day before, 
Banana skin black and cheesy goldfish a bit soggy…but 
Always cold milk, orange juice and water too.   
Hydrate, hydrate, hydrate…. I am so grateful. 
 
Before every meal we have a moment of silence,  
After which Lamar simply says, “Thank-you” …..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
What a week….plan now, don’t miss next year.  
                                               And PS……………………………… 
This year we all stayed well. …Indeed, we are Grateful 
 

 Dr. Bert Kae-Je’, is a Licensed Psychologist, Board certified Art 
 Therapist and Pastoral Counselor.   A happy Rock-hound from 
 Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, Kennewick, WA. This was her 
 2nd year at the Rock-hound Retreat held at Oregon Hancock Field 
 Station, a great experience for which she says thank-you to all who 
 make it possible and especially to her Instructors. 
 

HANCOCK RETREAT REPORT 
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Pictures from the Hancock Retreat, provided by Bert Kae-Je’  

HANCOCK RETREAT PICTURES 
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May all your holidays  
be filled with joy and love !! 

November 9 - 11 
Fri 10–5, Sat 10–5 

Sun 10–4 

Cascade Mineralogical 
Society & NW Opal 

Association 

Puyallup Fairgrounds Expo Hall 
Meridian St. S & 9th Avenue SW 

Puyallup  WA 

Lyle Jorgensen  425 483 0557 
mechanix@comcast.net 

 
November 9- 11 
Fri 5–9, Sat 10–5,  

Sun 11–4 
 

Chugach G and M Society 
and Alaska Miners 

Association 

Sheraton Anchorage Hotel 
401 East 6th Avenue, Anchorage AK, 2nd 

floor 

Anita Williams  907 345 2541  
awilliam@alaska.net 

November 10 - 11  
Sat 9–5, Sun 10–5 

Skagit Rock and Gem 
Club 

Sedro Woolley Community Center, 720 
State Street 

Sedro Woolley  WA 

David Britten  360 755 0741   PO Box 244  
Mt. Vernon  WA  98273 

November 10 - 11, 
Sat 9–5, Sun 10–4 

 

Maplewood Rock & Gem 
Club 

Maplewood Rock Club Clubhouse, 8802 
196th Street SW, Edmonds  WA  98026 

Lauryn MacGregor  425 742 0650  little-
toad@att.net 

Feb. 9-10, 2013 
Sat 9 – 5, Sun 9 – 4 

Whidbey Island Gem Club Oak Harbor Senior Center, 51 SE Jerome 
Street, Oak Harbor  WA 

Keith Ludemann   360 675 1837  
rock9@whidbey.net 

Feb. 16-17, 2013 
Sat 10–4, Sun 10–4 

North Lincoln Agate 
Society 

 

Lincoln City Cultural Center 
540 NE Hwy 101 

Lincoln City  OR  97367 

Laura Joki  541 351 8423  
laura@rockyourworldgems.com 

Feb. 23-24, 2013 
Sat 10–6, Sun 10–5 

 

Idaho Gem Club Expo Idaho, 5610 Glenwood 
Boise  ID 

Charlie Smith    PO Box 1264  Riggins  ID  
83549   208 628 4002 

March 2 – 3, 2013  
 
  

East Kingco Rock and 
Gem 

Pickering Barn, 1730 10th Ave NW 
Issaquah, WA 98027, Across from Costco 

Heather King 425-883-6519 
secondwindcharms@msn.com 

www.eastkingco.org 
March 2 - 3, 2013 
Sat 9–6, Sun 9–5 

Owyhee Gem & Mineral 
Society 

O Connor Field House 
2200 Blaine, Caldwell  ID 

Susan Beattie, 208 466 6184  
susan71061@aol.com 

March 8 - 10, 2013 
Fri 10–6, Sat 10–6 

Sun 10–5 

Tualatin Valley Gem Club Washington Co. Fairplex 
873 NE 34th Avenue 

Hillsboro  OR 

Mitch Metcalf  mitch@myenoaddress.com 
PO Box 641,  Forest Grove OR  97116 

March 9 - 10, 2013 
Sat  9 – 5, Sun  9 – 5 

 

Magic Valley Gem Club Twin Falls County Fair Grounds, 215 Fair 
Avenue, Filer ID, (just east of Filer on 

Highway 30) 

Shirley Metts  208 423 4827  
imetts@centurylink.net  or Jon Cromer  

rokcutter@hotmail.com 
March 9 - 10, 2013 
Sat 9–5, Sun 10–4 

Rock and Arrowhead Club Klamath Co. Fairgrounds 
3531 South 6th Street 
Klamath Falls  OR 

Marv Stump  541 882 8341 
POB 1803 Klamath Falls  OR 97603  Or 

Garwin Carlson  541 882 8276 
March 30-31, 2013 
Sat 10 –6, Sun 10-5 

Sweet Home Rock & 
Mineral Society 

High School Gym, 1641 Long St., Sweet 
Home  OR 

Joe Cota  541 451 2740  POB 2279 
Lebanon  OR  97355 

April 19-21, 2013 
Fri 9–6, Sat 10–6 

Sun 10–4:30 

Willamette Agate and 
Mineral Society 

Polk County Fairgrounds 
520 South Pacific Hwy West 

Rickreall  OR 

Contact:  Etheleen Flippo  503 623 4247  
reflippoo@hotmail.com 

April 20 & 21, 2013 
Sat 10 – 6, Sun 10 – 4 

Yakima Rock & Mineral 
Club 

Washington National Guard Amory 
2501 Airport Lane, Yakima  WA  98903 

Marti Sondgeroth   509 248 6401 (evenings)  
marthms@q.com 

April 20 - 21, 2013 
Sat 10–5, Sun 10–4 

Lakeside Gem and 
Mineral Club 

Benton Franklin County Fairgrounds, 
1500 South Oak 
Kennewick  WA 

Mary Lou Omstead  mlofbo@yahoo.com 
  509 783 2798 

April 27- 28, 2013 
Sat 10–5, Sun 10–5 

West Seattle Rock Club Alki Masonic Temple, 4736 40th Avenue 
SW, Seattle  WA 

Lyle & Audrey Vogelpohl  206 932 3292   
avogelpohl@comcast.net 

www.westseattlerockclub.org 
June 1 & 2, 2013 
Sat 9–5, Sun 10–4 

North Idaho Mineral Club Kootenai County Fairgrounds, 
4056 North Government Way, 

Coeur d’Alene,  ID 

Bev Bockman  bockbb@aol.com  208 773 
5384 

NFMS MEMBER CLUBS’ SHOW SCHEDULE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mechanix@comcast.net�
mailto:awilliam@alaska.net�
mailto:little-toad@att.net�
mailto:little-toad@att.net�
mailto:rock9@whidbey.net�
mailto:laura@rockyourworldgems.com�
mailto:secondwindcharms@msn.com�
http://www.eastkingco.org/�
mailto:susan71061@aol.com�
mailto:mitch@myenoaddress.com�
mailto:imetts@centurylink.net�
mailto:rokcutter@hotmail.com�
mailto:reflippoo@hotmail.com�
mailto:marthms@q.com�
mailto:mlofbo@yahoo.com�
mailto:avogelpohl@comcast.net�
http://www.westseattlerockclub.org/�
mailto:bockbb@aol.com�

	NFMS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 2012-2013
	NFMS STANDING COMMITTEES
	NFMS Club-at-Large:  1PstP Vice President (see above)
	SHOW CHAIRPERSON 2012: Larry Hulstrom and Evelyn Cataldo, Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, 5409 W. 26PthP, Kennewick, WA, 99338, (509) 783-6210,
	NFMS WEB SITE:  www.amfed.org/nfms
	NFMS SPECIAL COMMITTEES
	AFMS COMMITTEES (NFMS Representatives)
	THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW
	ATTENTION CLUB TREASURERS
	NFMS NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE ADVERTISEMENT

