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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
 The editor will send out a reminder in 

time for all committees to respond. 

Estimated Deadline - December 3rd 

 
For deadlines and to submit articles 

Contact: 
Editor—Kathryn Larson 

http://NFMSeditor@hotmail.com 
 

NFMS Website: 
http://NorthwestFederation.org  

 
To see this newsletter in living color go 

to  
 

http://NorthwestFederation.org/
Newsletters.asp   

 
and click on the month  

you want to see. 

Secondly: Budget. Oh, the B word. The next year could be difficult due to economic 

conditions. The endowment fund is likely to continue to have low returns. Income is 

probably going to be less than the Annual expenses. The Dues Offset is also a significant 

loss of income. The single largest expense is the printing of the Newsletter. I would 

encourage you to give me some feedback on ways to reduce expenses and positive ideas 

on ways to increase income.  

The PRGMS Show in Portland was excellent. Plenty of vendors and activities. The folks 

who put the show on did a great job. Your hard work is appreciated. Thank you for 

hosting the NFMS Convention and giving the NFMS space for the Silent Auction. There 

were several people who worked the Silent Auction the entire Show. Thank You for that 

hard work also. The show cases were great. Competitive cases were judged both by the 

PRGMS and NFMS. Ribbons and Trophies were awarded. Truly impressed by it. 

PRESIDENT 

Darrell Coyle 

This is my first article as the President of the NFMS for the term of 2023. There is going to be a 

lot going on this year. The NFMS is hosting the AFMS Annual Meeting in Billings Montana in 

August 2023. Our Annual Meeting and Show will be held concurrently. The Billings Club has 

already been working hard and has the dates of August 3-6 reserved for the show and 

meetings. It is a great area and time of year for collecting agates, petrified wood, jasper and 

marine fossils on the Yellowstone River and there are locations in the Pryor Mountains for fossils and agates, Wild 

Horses and Ice Caves.  Pretty sure there will be field trips. I intend to make my reservations as soon as possible. 

Montana gets full during tourist season. There are many State Parks to visit. I would recommend Lewis and Clark 

Caverns and Makoshika. Dozens of Historical Sites and Museums. Rocky Mountain Museum in Bozeman, the 

Mineral Museum in Butte.  The Montana Dinosaur Trail is quite the experience. This could be the year to take a 

long vacation with the NFMS/AFMS Convention as the main reason to make the trip.  

There are a couple of things I want to discuss with the membership. First, I want to talk about our volunteers. I 

would like to thank everyone for their involvement in our Committee and Officer positions. The Federation runs on 

volunteers and sometimes the volunteers need to hear that their work is appreciated. I hope those that are able 

will continue to fill the positions they currently are in. If you know someone who could help, please ask them 

personally to fill the vacant positions. Some of our volunteers are doing double duty and could really use the help. 

Please step up and volunteer. Many of these positions are actually quite easy and enjoyable.   

                                                 STAMP UPDATE 

Ed and I are working on sorting the new batch of stamps (to add to the old batch of 
stamps) that we have received from so many NFMS members. The latter is from 
those who brought stuff to the Portland Regional Rock Show and handed off to me 
on Sunday. I was surprised at how full the five banana boxes were! We received 
albums, old postcards, and lots of bags ' stamps. Thank you everyone who sent 
material! We will have an opportunity to sell some of the material to collectors in 
January. Some of the material will be batched into lots for a big auction that 
follows in May. A special shout out to the person who donated the framed love 
stamps. I'm hoping that finds a new home on one of the walls of our stamp club 
members... what a great gesture of generosity! If that goes well, we will be creating 
similar "art" for sale from the topical stamps you've donated. Ed has already 
created one with the American flag.  

Aaron Currier  

Stamp Co-chair  

http://NorthwestFederation.org
http://NorthwestFederation.org/Newsletters.asp
http://NorthwestFederation.org/Newsletters.asp
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NFMS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 2020-2021 

PRESIDENT:  Darrell Coyle, Bitterroot Gem and Mineral 
Society, PO Box 52, Corvallis, MT 59828, (406) 961-5369,   
(New Email) coyled69(at)spectrum.net  

 1ST  VICE PRESIDENT: Jennifer Haley, Springfield    
Thunderegg Rock Club , P.O. Box 324, Murphy, OR 97533, 
(541) 660-1832, ladybuglane(at)napablogger.com 

 2ND VICE PRESIDENT:  Lora Hall,      Hellgate Mineral 
Society of Missoula, MT, PO Box 1095, Frenchtown MT 
59834     silvertipminis(at)msn.com.  

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  Judi Allison, Hatrockhounds 
Gem and Mineral Society, 1701 NW 11th. St., Hermiston, 
OR, 97882, (541) 720-4950, nfmssec(at)gmail.com 

TREASURER:  Linda Harvey, Tualatin Valley Gem Club, 
PO Box 598, North Plains, OR 97133,                      
dggr1910(at)gmail.com 

 

NFMS STANDING COMMITTEES 

BUDGET: 1st Vice President (see  above) 
 
BULLETIN AIDS: Kat Koch Cascade Mineralogical Society, 

4762 Whitworth Pl. S, Unit P104, Renton, WA98055 (425) 
765-5408. bulletinaids(at)gmail(dot)com  

 
CIRCULATION:  Tom Burchard, Golden Spike Gem & 
 Mineral Society, 875 E 4500 S, S. Ogden, UT 84403, 
 (801) 479-4286, Roxhund(at)aol.com 
 

CREDENTIALS: Del & Clara Walker, Central Oregon Rock 
Collectors, 12377 SE Davis Loop, Prineville, OR,  97754,  
(503) 812-6540, cdwalker(at)q.com 

 
CUSTODIAN: 2ND Vice President:  (see above) 
 
DIRECTORY:  Carol Willey, Oregon Coast Agate, 929 
 Ojalla Road, Siletz, OR, 97380, (541) 444-1360,  
 going4rocks(at)outlook.com  
 

EDUCATION/ALL AMERICAN CLUB AWARD :    
 OPEN   
 
ENDOWMENT FUND:   
 CHAIRMAN: Vicki Johnson, Southern Washington 
 Mineralogical Society, P.O.Box 611, Kelso, WA 98626
 (360) 751-8031, vickijrocks(at)msn.com  
 SECRETARY: OPEN 
 TREASURER:  Lyle Vogelpohl,  West Seattle Rock Club, 

8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617,     (206) 932-
3292,  lrvogelpohl(at)comcast.net 

 FINANCIAL ADVISOR:  Jim Brain, Spokane Rock 
Rollers , 6410 W Sundance Dr., Spokane, WA  99208, 
(509) 863-9883, jrbrain233(at)outlook.com  

 
HISTORIAN:   Robert Dalton, Tualatin Valley Gem        

Club, 18485 SW Pacific DR Unit 92, Tualatin, OR 97062 
(859) 533-0026, Robert.dalton1960(at)gmail.com 

 
JUNIORS CHAIR:  Gayle Butler, Central Oregon Rock Col-

lectors, 8821 SW Equestrian Place, Crooked River Ranch, 
OR 97760, (503) 703-5337, gaylesmail(at)comcast.net   

 
NEWSLETTER CHAIR:  Kathryn Larson, Lakeside Gem 

and Mineral Club, 4102 S Auburn St, Kennewick, WA 
99337, (509) 405-5706, nfmseditor(at)hotmail.com 

NFMS CLUB-AT-LARGE: 1ST Vice President (see above) 
 
NOMINATING CHAIRMAN: Larry Hulstrom, Lakeside 

Gem and Mineral Club, 5409 W 26th Ave. Kennewick, WA 
99338,  (509) 308-8312, rockhound132(at)charter.net 

NORTHWEST ROCKHOUND  RETREAT (Hancock):  
Walter Butler, 8821 SW Equestrian Place, Crooked River 
Ranch, OR 97760, (503) 702-5743, waltercbutler(at)
comcast.net 

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL:  Larry Hulstrom, 
Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, 5409 W 26th Ave., 
Kennewick,  WA  99338,     (509) 308-8312,                 
rockhound132(at)charter.net 

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY: Susie Koppert, Mt. Hood 
Rock Club, 135 SE Marsh Rd., Sandy, OR 97055 susiekop-
per(at)mail.com 

RESOLUTIONS:  Audrey Vogelpohl, West Seattle Rock 
Club, 8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617,   (206) 
932-3292, avogelpohl(at)comcast.net  

 
RULES AND AWARDS COMMITTEE: 
 RULES AND AWARDS CHAIR: : Joshua Hulstrom, 

Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, 5409 W 26th Ave., 

Kennewick, WA 99338, (509) 306 - 0385,    

josh_hulstrom(at)hotmail.com  

 JUDGING DIRECTOR : Ronna Watkins, Yakima Rock 

and Mineral Club, P.O. Box 635,Tieton, WA 98947    

(509) 673-0085, nfmsronna(at)gmail.com 

       EXHIBITS REGISTRAR:  Charise Ash, Mount Hood 

Rock Club, 2331 N Mist Dr, Vernonia, OR 97064,   

charisemarie(at)gmail.com 

 

SAFETY:  Kathy McLean, Spokane Rock Rollers, 3029 W 
Hoffman Ave., Spokane, WA 99205, (509) 822-9776,     no 
email 

 
SCHOLARSHIP: Mary Lou Northrup, 1623 Powers Ave, 

Lewiston, ID 83501, (208) 763-6944,  mlandjl(at)
yahoo.com 

 
 
SHOW COORDINATOR:  Pat Lambert, Lakeside Gem & 

Mineral Club, 26106 S. Oak, Kennewick, WA 99337,  
 palambert(at)charter.net 
 
SLIDE/ VIDEO LIBRARIAN:  OPEN 
 
STAMPS:  Aaron Currier, Willamette Agate & Mineral Soci-

ety, 2182 Broadway Ct, Salem, OR, 97304                     
(503) 385-5649,   fossils(at)curriergraphics.com 

 Ed Anderson, Sweet Home Rock & Mineral Society, 
40182 Hilltop Dr, Lebanon, OR, 97355                          
(541) 451-1577,  ela4rocks(at)gmail.com 

 
SUPPLIES:  OPEN  
 

WAYS & MEANS:  Janice Van Cura, Willamette Agate & 
Mineral Society, Inc., 3448 NW Covey Run, Corvalis, OR, 
97330  (541) 753-2401,  jvancura(at)peak.org 

 
WEBMASTER:  Brad Larson, Owyhee Gem and Mineral 
 Society,  6010 W. Cruzen St., Boise, ID  83704            
 (208) 465-1920, nfms.webmaster(at)gmail.com 
 
 

NFMS SPECIAL COMMITTEES  
 

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN:  Doug True, Billings Gem & 
Mineral Club, 2622 Broadwater, Billings, MT 59102, (406) 
670.0506, dtruefossils12(at)yahoo.com 

 
ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR:  Laurie Ellis, Hatrock-

hounds Gem and Mineral Society, PO Box 3326, Irrigon, 
OR 97844, (541) 626-3131, 65shark(at)gmail.com 

 
SHOW CHAIR 2023: Doug True, Billings Gem & Mineral 

Club, 2622 Broadwater, Billings, MT 59102, (406) 
670.0506, dtruefossils12(at)yahoo.com 

 
WEBSITE CONTEST: Kat Koch Cascade Mineralogical  
      Society, 4762 Whitworth Pl. S, Unit P104, Renton,    
      WA98055 (425) 785-5408  bulletinaids(at)gmail.com  
 

AFMS COMMITTEES (NFMS Representatives) 
 

AFMS 3rd VP - Ronna Watkins 
ENDOWMENT FUND - Judi Allison  
PROGRAM COMPETITION - DeLane Cox 
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION- Mary Lou Northrup  
 
 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
 
The AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION 
(ALAA) is a 501(c)(4) organization.  Its purpose is to promote 
and ensure the right of amateur hobby fossil and mineral col-
lecting, recreational prospecting and mining, and the use of 
public and private lands for educational and recreational pur-
poses; and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and hob-
byists to our elected officials, government regulators and public 
lands managers.  Your annual individual/couple membership 
fee is $25 which helps support their activities.  Club member-
ship is $50 per year.  Send to Treasurer, P.O. Box 54398, San 
Jose, CA 95154.  Make checks payable to: American Lands 
Access Assn.  Applications can be downloaded 
at:  www.amlands.org  on the left side of the page.  For more 
information contact:  Frank Mullaney, 408-266-1791, cell: 408-
691-2655, Rockyfiv(at) aol.com 
 
The AFMS NEWSLETTER is published monthly except Jan-
Jul-Aug by the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  
Each NFMS member society should have three people (usually 
the Pres, Secretary and Editor) receiving the AFMS Newsletter.  
If they are not, or if anyone else wants to subscribe ($5 per 
year). Contact: Suzanne Webb, 9895 Kerrydale Court, Reno , 
Nevada 98521-4401, AFMSeditor(at)AMFED.org 775-624-
8446. Make checks payable to “AFMS”.   
  
The NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is the official publica-
tion of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
(NFMS) and is published at least six times per year.  Each 
member is entitled to receive a mailed copy of this publication 
with their membership. Please check with your club member-
ship person to assure you are receiving this means of keeping 
you  informed of the activities and events pertaining to the busi-
ness and services of the Federation.  Club membership points of 
contact are encouraged to forward names and addresses of new 
club members, soon after they join, to both the Directory Chair 
and Circulation Chair, so that newsletter distribution by mail to 
them can be started as soon as practical. The newsletters are 
also posted to the Federation website electronically and archive 
there for members to review or download.  
 
For matters related to this newsletter (i.e. content, advertis-
ing, etc.) contact the editor. For matters related to this news-
letter distribution (new members, address changes, etc.) 
contact the Circulation Chair. 

 
SHOW COORDINATION.  Your Federation pro-
vides a free service for NFMS members by listing 
your show in this Newsletter, on the NFMS website, 
two magazines (“Rocks and Minerals” and  
“Rock and Gem”) and the on-line calendar from 
“Lapidary Journal”.  Please provide the date and 
time for the show, the club name and show title (if 
applicable), the location of the show, admission  
price, and most important a contact person with  
address, e-mail address and/or phone (e-mail is pre-
ferred).  Please send your show information four to 
six months in advance to the Show Coordination 
Chairperson. If you see an error once your show is 
listed, or if your show is not listed, contact the 
Newsletter Chair. 

 

SAVE STAMPS PROGRAM.  NFMS members are 
encouraged to use and save commemorative stamps. 
The money generated from the sale of these used 
(cancelled) stamps is then donated to Cancer Research.  
The collected stamps can be sent to the Stamps Chair-
person, brought to the NFMS Annual Show or given to 
your Federation Director in your club.  

 
ATTENTION CLUB TREASURERS 

 
Where to send your money 

 
To NFMS Treasurer for: 
 1.  Dues (new and renewal) and supplies 
 2.  Donations for the general fund 
 3.  Donations to Junior Achievement 
 4.  Advertisement in this Newsletter 
Send to:  see Treasurer this page. 
 
To NFMS Endowment Fund Treasurer for: 

1. Donations to Endowment Fund 
2. Memorial contributions 
Make check payable to NFMS Endowment Fund, send 

to Endowment Fund Treasurer, 8810 37th Ave SW, Seattle, 
WA  98126-3617 
 
To NFMS Scholarship Chairperson for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Scholarship Fund 
 2.  Memorial contributions to AFMS Scholarship 
Make check payable to AFMS Scholarship Fund. 
Send to:  Mary Lou Northrup (see Scholarship this page). 
 
To AFMS Endowment Fund  for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Endowment 
 2.  Memorials 
Send to: See AFMS Newsletter 
   
To ALAA Treasurer for: 

Memberships, new and renewals 
Donations  
Make check payable to ALAA ( American Lands Ac-

cess Assn) Treasurer, P.O. Box 54398, San Jose, 
CA 95154 

 
NFMS WEB SITE:  www.amfed.org/nfms or   

http://northwestfederation.org/ 
 

See the NFMS on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NFMS1   

(for the desktop/laptop/tablets) 
https://m.facebook.com/groups/NFMS1  

(for mobile devices like phones) 
 

 
NFMS NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE  

ADVERTISEMENT 
 

Members, Non-members, clubs, etc. can advertise in the North-
west Newsletter.  This service is provided to help defray the 
cost of printing and mailing the newsletter and is encouraged by 
the Federation.  The only criteria for the ad is that it be hobby 
related (e.g. rocks, equipment, grit, shows, etc.).  

 
Ads for the Northwest Newsletter are 

$1.50 per square inch. 
Example:  3” x 4” ad = 12 inches 

12 inches x $1.50 = $18 per issue of the Newsletter 
 

For an additional 50% of the cost of the Newsletter 
ad, you can have the same ad placed on the NFMS 
website for the same length of time. The Newsletter 
ad must be purchased to receive this additional ad-

vertisement. 
 
Do not send ads on colored paper because the back-ground will 
look gray in the ad. The Editor will send a billing statement to 
the customer which will include instructions to make payment 
to the NFMS Treasurer.  For more information or questions, 
call, e-mail or write the Newsletter Chair 

 
 

mailto:ladybuglane@napablogger.com
mailto:silvertipminis@msn.com
mailto:cdwalker@q.com
http://www.amlands.org
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                           Jennifer Haley , 1st Vice President                                

Hi Everyone,  
     I am sorry I missed you all at the grand annual NFMS-PRGMS show and convention. I really wanted to 
be there. I had booked a trip to Scotland before there were plans for this year’s NFMS convention. 
Unfortunately, the dates coincided.  
     In recent years clubs have been encouraged to update their field trip maps which are on public land. 

Some of you may be familiar with CFMS’ experience of having a national monument planned out in one of their 
collecting areas which they have been enjoying for the past 100 years. The clubs made sure their route numbers and 
roads were written down so they could submit them to be included in the BLM planning. The planning hasn’t been 
finalized yet, but BLM publicly stated for the record last month they have no intention of preventing rockhounding 
in the monument. You can imagine that was music to every rockhound’s ears who have been involved in this 
planning.  
     You can see the value in making sure someone or more than one person in your society has current mapping. 
Sometimes public land management changes their numbering systems on signs, sometimes weather or people on a 
joy ride knock them down. In any case, document your roads and routes so you are prepared in case land 
management decides to make changes which would have impacts on your field trips for the future. Since you are 
already going out on a field, document it for your society’s files.  
     I love those old hand drawn field trip maps that are older than me. I like to frame and hang them up, so by all 
means you don’t have to crumble and toss the old artwork, just keep in mind sometimes things change. You also 
want to make note of what you are collecting of rocks, gems, minerals or fossils in those favorite spots.  
     The CFMS had the unfortunate experience of having a national monument dropped on their collecting area, but 
they are having the good fortune in having a great staff of BLM who wants to work with them in the planning of the 
monument. It takes rockhounds getting involved and staying involved when things like this happen, and knowing 
rockhounds and public lands management can work well together.   

          Lora R. Hall, NFMS 2nd VP                             

Answering the Questions of "What" and "Where" May Help Attract New Members 
Even before the pandemic many clubs were struggling to attract new members and keep existing 
members engaged. So, how do we do that? The first step is to look at why people join a rock club, and 
the second step is to make sure your club offers those opportunities.  
From my experience one of the top reasons folks join a rock club or mineral society is because want to 
learn more about either geology or lapidary. Many have been lifelong casual rock collectors and know 

little or nothing about their finds. Still others picked up a box of rocks at a garage sale or maybe they inherited 
grandpa’s rock collection. They will often show up at their first meeting with a rock or two, or maybe a bucket full 
hoping someone will appreciate and identify their treasures.  
Folks also seek out clubs hoping to learn lapidary skills and how to make something with their finds. Second to 
“What is it?” the question I hear the most is “What can I do with it?” follow by “What it is worth?” A club that has 
members willing to spend time answering these questions will have an easier time attracting and keeping new 
members. Some clubs have two meetings a month; one that is a business meeting and one that is a social or 
educational meeting. Others have one meeting that frequently starts with a short business meeting followed by a 
social hour, educational presentation, or demonstration.  
When it comes to questions new and prospective members ask, “Where did you find 
that?” comes in close to the top and that brings us to field trips. You can attract new 
club members by offering field trips. The Hellgate Mineral Society in Missoula signed 
up 68 new members at their annual show by highlighting club field trips at their 
education table. The display included specimens from numerous field trip locations, 
rockhounding tools and safety equipment, popular guidebooks, and handouts of the 
summer field trip schedule. If your club doesn’t already host field trips, consider 
adding one or two. If your club has field trips, consider using them as a selling point. 
Field trips are so much more than an opportunity to collect specimens. It is where 
club members get to know each other and build friendships. Many successful clubs 
have a mix of both short one-day trips and longer over-night camping trips.  
The bottom line is your club needs to be about more than a monthly business 
meeting. If you have a tip that works for your club, consider sharing it with me and I 
will include it in next months article.   
 
Lora Hall  
NFMS 2nd VP  
 
 
 
                                  

Hellgate Mineral Society Field Trip 
to Snowbird Mine, MT 
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Past President    
Larry Hulstrom 

 
Thanks to all who came to the annual meeting in Hillsboro OR.  It was a great show hosted by the 

Portland Regional Gem and Mineral Show Association and thanks to the many volunteers that did 

such a great job.  It was also great to see many of our fellow Rockhounds that we haven’t seen in 

person for such a long time. 

The annual meeting was attended by 27 delegates/directors from 20 clubs from the NFMS region.  Minutes from that 

meeting will likely be sent out within the next month and appear in a future newsletter.  The awards banquet was a fun 

time for all that attended, including some trophies that were awarded.  George Last, the AFMS Scholarship Foundation 

Honoree for 2022 gave a fascinating program on the status of the Coyote Canyon Mammoth Dig Site located near 

Kennewick, WA and one of the student scholarship winners Mandy Abel was in attendance and briefly discussed her 

graduate studies.  A special voice auction was held at the banquet.  Jennifer Haley, NFMS 1st VP, made two mammoths (see 

the last newsletter), one of which was given to our guest speaker George, and the other was auctioned off and won by 

NFMS Treasurer Linda Harvey.  Including a gem tree made by Judi Allison and Jerry Northrup’s hat that was passed 

around (to hold the cash) the NFMS netted $430 for the Scholarship/Endowment Fund. 

The new officers sworn in at the banquet will do a great job in the coming year as we strive to recover from the pandemic 

and the shakey economy we are all facing at the moment.  I am beginning to repack my bags so I can represent the NFMS 

at the annual AFMS meeting and convention in New Orleans in a little over a week.  I will report back what I learn in the 

December issue. 

Larry Hulstrom, Past President 

NFMS Youth in the News 
 

The new AMFS Future Rockhounds of America Volunteer Award is for juniors age 10-17 who contribute 20 hours or 
more of volunteer hours to their sponsoring club or society. Teens and pre-teens can be an asset to your club. In fact, 
some of them will become the lifeblood of your club in a few years. The FRA Junior Volunteer Award is meant to start 
them down that path. Junior members often help set up and take down at meetings, assist at rock shows, and maybe 
even help teach younger kids. Whether it's working at a show, filling grab bags, or making cookies for the next club 
big event, they deserve recognition. This award requires real work, provides real acknowledgement, and gives older 
juniors pride as they mature into adult members. 
 
We would like to recognize three NFMS youth members who earned this award in 2021. 
 
Jacob Fitch 
Hellgate Mineral Society, MT 
 
Josiah Fitch 
Hellgate Mineral Society, MT 
 
Elisheba Fitch 
Hellgate Mineral Society, MT 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to these talented and dedication youth members! 
 

For more information about this award and other AMFS youth programs visit our new website at 
www.juniors.amfed.org. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Lora Hall 
AFMS Junior Programs Chair 
youth@amfed.org 
 

http://www.juniors.amfed.org
mailto:youth@amfed.org
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PRGMSA Show Highlights 

 

Junior Award winner Teddy Bunch from the Hermiston 
Hatrockhounds receiving the Junior Sweepstakes Award 

and the Isabelle Mattison Memorial Trophy from NFMS 
Judging Director Josh Hulstrom 

 

Winning Junior Display Case 

 

George Last (AFMS Scholarship Foundation Honoree) and 
Linda Harvey (NFMS Treasurer) share a laugh with the two 

mammoths created by Jennifer Haley before they go their 
separate ways  

Larry Hulstrom thanking Roberta Hanson, 

show chair, for putting on such a great 

show 

RockHound of the Year chair 

By Laurie Ellis 

Howdy Hounds! It's been a rocky road, but that means some of our hounds have had extra room to shine! 

Who plans the activities for your meetings? Who arranges the field trips? Who works the shows? Who 

wrangles new members? Who always brings the ice cream? Who makes you feel welcome at every event? I 

hope you've still been out hunting, and honing whatever rock habits you have. Looking forward to hear 

about your Super Rockhounds! 

 

Larry Hulstrom accepting an award for his 

competitive mineral case  
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The Glory of Sharing-A Rockhound’s 

Paradise 
 

 

The time had come-that time of the 

year. 

The annual show and meeting were 

here. 

It had been awhile with false starts 

and cancelled hope. 

The two years were tough ones, but 

we strived to cope. 

 

The planning was done, and a fine job 

it was. 

The people arrived. The place was 

abuzz. 

Thanks to PRGMSA-the regional group.  

Folks had come because they knew the 

scoop. 

The Wingspan Commons is a great big 

place. 

Cases, dealers and shoppers had lots of 

space. 

The volunteers all did their part, 

Working their areas with lots of heart. 

The workers at the door welcomed the 

crowd, 

While the auction folks called for bids 

out loud. 

The air was festive and full of fun. 

It was obvious to everyone. 

Almost eighty cases on display. . . 

Evidence of folk’s hard work and play. 

Judges assessed the assembled goods 

and made note of what they found. 

When they were done with their work, 

ribbons and trophies did abound. 

The annual meeting brought old 

friends and new. 

Some discussions were long but 

disagreements were few. 

Saturday’s banquet served great food 

and time to relax, 

Complete with fun, some mammoths 

and some mammoth facts. 

If you missed it, never fear. 

Mark your calendar for next year. 

Billings, Montana is the place to be, 

With AFMS/NFMS and all to see. 

One thing is certain. It can’t be beat. 

Rockhound Heaven is wherever we 

meet! 
 

By Judi Allison  

Rockhound of the Year Mark Smith 

Mark Smith, member of the Everett Rock & Gem Club was the 

epitome of a master rockhound. He and his wife Fran joined 

our club in 2017 and his impact was immediate. He quickly 

joined the Board but he also stepped up to help in so many 

ways. He made a huge difference in our corner of the world. 

Need help with the Juniors- Mark will teach the kids how to 
open fossils. Need an electrician for the Show, Mark steps up. 

Trouble with your faceting machine -he can adjust that too. 
There really was no one quite like him. He and Fran would 
take off in truck and trailer and find beautiful specimens all 

over the U.S. They’d sell some to pay for their travels and 
donate boatloads to the club. They’d hit Tucson each year with 
a budget and buy prizes for our club. Mark & Fran stopped in 

at Miles City, MT after a North Dakota/Montana trip with 
family. Mark was helping a couple camped next to them find 
Montana moss agate in a gravel pit nearby. They had a ball. 

Mark wasn’t feeling well afterwards and had a heart attack. 
We were unprepared and stunned. Mark passed doing what he 

loved and truly made an entire club and community lucky to 
know him.  

By Jon Elmgren 
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 Remember To Acknowledge Your Volunteers 

I understand that it has been a rough few years for many of our rock clubs. However, now that many of our clubs are returning to 

regular meetings and activities, it is time to start thinking about your 2022 newsletter editor, article contributors, and website 

volunteer. 

I am the NFMS Bulletin Aids Contest Chair and, this year, the Website Contest Chair. 

I have been the Bulletin Aids Chair for a few years, and the entries have always been bleak, considering how many clubs we have in the 

NFMS. The most entries I have ever had for a single year were from four clubs, and last year only one club. 

 

I want all the clubs in our federation to seriously consider recognizing their volunteers who keep your club news bulletin and 

website running. Anyone in your club can submit an entry on behalf of your club: A club member, editor, author, board 

member, nonclub member, etc.  

Bulletin categories for the competition include "Mini" (six pages or less), "Small" (7-11 pages), "Large" (more than eleven pages),  and 
"New Editors" (any size bulletins). In determining page count, do not count any page that information generally doesn't change, like the 
club contact page, the mailing label page, and full advertising pages. 
  
Article categories are “Original Adult Articles," "Advanced Adult Articles," "Written Features," and "Drawn Features." But what is the 
difference?  
  
A feature is generally a short article, such as president or field trip reports, hobby-related humor, shop hints, member biography/
accolade, a book review, etc. Original Adult Articles has many subcategories, so check out the form.  
  
Original Advanced Adult Articles are written by authors who have won a 1st place trophy in AFMS Adult Articles, earned a living in the 
earth science field, or had professionally published an article or book.  
  
There are categories for "Junior Articles" and "Special Publications. "There is also a contest for drawn features like originally drawn 
cartoons, poetry, puzzles, quiz, sketch, or drawings.  Also, let's not forget our webmasters or web admins. 
  
We must not forget our club websites. It is my understanding that there are only one or two clubs that submit their websites each year. 
The club website doesn't have to "sing and dance." Consider whether your website is current and shows information that members use 
and find helpful. Do people in your area find your website when searching for a rock club? Does your website link to your club's 
Facebook page? 
  
This year's contest covers the calendar year, January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022. All submissions must be received by 

Wednesday, February 15, 2023. 

The link for the various bulletin contest forms is here: https://www.amfed.org/editor/BEAC/contest.htm. 

The link for the website contest form is here: http://northwestfederation.org/WebsiteContest.asp. 

I prefer all submissions be made by email. If you have an article on a single page or two, attach the entire newsletter with the 
completed contest form and I will find the article. Please submit each entry in a separate email. 

If you submit your website, you must email only the completed contest form. The email address “bulletin aids at gmail dot com.” is for 
all contest submissions only! 

If you have questions or want to contact me directly, my personal email is "talking kat 2 at yahoo dot com." My cellphone number is 
425-765-5408. 

Now let's have a good contest this year!! 

Kat Koch, NFMS Bulletin Aids and Website Contest Chair 

NFMS Treasurer 

Linda Harvey 

With the end of the year coming up I will once again be sending out the notice to all current NFMS Club’s for payment 

of NFMS dues and updates to Directory rosters for 2023.  The notices are sent out by email to the contact at your club 

so if that has or will be changing soon, please send me the new contact information before November 15, 2022. If you 

received your information in the mail last year, it will be sent by mail again this year to your Club’s address. Dues for 

2023 will remain at $2.50 per adult and $1.00 per junior. The NFMS Endowment Fund is subsidizing $1.00 of the 

normal $3.50 adult dues which is a great help to us all. If you don’t receive your dues notice before December 1, 2022, 

please contact me. There has been a bit of trouble with the mail over the 2021-2022 years.   

Business aside - make sure to take time to watch the changing colors of fall and may your holidays be filled with joy.  
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NFMS Clubs’ Show Schedule  -- 2022 - 2023 

2022       

Nov 12th & 13th 

Skagit Rock & Gem Club 

Sedro Woolley Community Center Debbie Frank 

Sat  9 - 5 703 Pacific Street skagitrockandgem@gmail.com 

Sun  10 - 4 Sedro Woolley, WA www.skagitrockandgem.com 

2023       

Feb 11th & 12th   2023 

Whidbey Island Gem 
Club 

57th Annual Sweetheart of Gems  Victoria Lovett 

Sat  9 - 5 The Center in Oak Harbor vick_o_rama@hotmail.com 

Sun  9 - 5 51 Jerome St, Oak Harbor  WA   

Feb 25th - 26th   2023 

Idaho Gem Club 

Expo Idaho  Brent Stewart  (208) 342-1151 

Sat  10 - 6 5610 Glenwood  rocksbybrent@gmail.com 

Sun  10 - 5 Boise ID 83714   

Feb 25th - 26th   2023 

Chugach Gem and 
Mineral Society 

Midtown Mall Paul Burger 

Sat  10 - 7 600 E Northern Lights Blvd cavemonpaul@hotmail.com 

Sun  12-6 Anchorage  AK   

Mar 4th & 5th   2023 

Chugach Gem and 
Mineral Society 

Midtown Mall Paul Burger 

Sat  10 - 7 600 E Northern Lights Blvd cavemonpaul@hotmail.com 

Sun  12-6 Anchorage  AK   

Mar 3rd - 5th  2023 

Tualatin Valley Gem Club 

64th Annual Rock and Gem Show William Harvey Jr. 

Fri  10  - 5 Forest Grove National Guard Armory WLHARVEYJR@msn.com 

Sat  10 - 5 2950 Taylor Way www.tvgc.org 

Sun  10 - 5 Forest Grove  OR   

Mar 4th & 5th   2023 

East King Co Rock Club 

Pickering Barn Kim Villines  (425) 828-3872 

Sat  10 - 6 1730 10th Ave NW earthlightgems@gmail.com 

Sun  10 - 5 Issaquah WA www.EastKingCo.org 

Mar 4th & 5th   2023 

Owyhee Gem & Mineral 
Society 

O'Conner Field House Paul Deveau (208) 994-8025 

Sat  10 - 6 2207 Blaine PO Box 1053 Caldwell ID 83605 

Sun  10 - 5 Caldwell  ID  83605 devidaho@q.com  www.OwyheeRocks.com 

Mar 18th & 19th 

Hellgate Mineral Society  
Missoula MT 

28th Annual Gem, Mineral, Fossil, and Lapidary 
Sale Neil Maier   or Lora Hall 

Sat  9 - 6 Hilton Garden Inn  info@hellgatemineralsociety.org 

Sun  10 - 5 3700 North Reserve St., Missoula  MT http://hellgatemineralsociety.org 

Mar 25th & 26th 

Mt. Baker Rock and Gem 
Club 

61st Annual Rock and Gem Show Wes Gannaway  

Sat  10 - 6 Pioneer Pavillion debnwes@comcast.net 

Sun  10 - 5 2007 Cherry St, Ferndale, WA www.mtbakerrockclub.org 

Mar 25th & 26th 

Sweet Home Rock and 
Mineral Society 

73rd Annual Sweet Home and Mineral Show Joe Cota  (541) 451-2740 

Sat  10 - 6 1641 Long Street Ed Anderson (541) 451-1577 

Sun  10 - 5 Sweet Home, OR ela4rocks@gmail.com 

April 29th & 30th 

Lakeside Gem and 
Mineral Club 

Benton County Fairgrounds BLD 2 Larry Hulstrom (509) 308-8312 

Sat  10 - 5 1500 South Oak  rockhound132@charter.net 

Sun  10 - 4 Kennewick  WA    

April 29th & 30th 

West Seattle Rock Club 

Alki Masonic Temple  (West Seattle) Annette Nelson (206) 379-3677 

Sat  10 - 5 4736 40th Avenue SW www.westseattlerockclub.org 

Sun  10 - 5 West Seattle  WA    

Aug 3rd - 6th 

Billings Gem and Mineral 
Club 

    

Thur  10 – 5 Billings Hotel and Convention Center Doug True 

Fri  10 - 5 1223 Mullowney Ln  https://billingsgemclub.com/contact-us 

Sat  10 – 5 Billings MT (406) 200-8778 

Sun  10 – 4     
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