PRESIDENTIAL
PEARLS

By
Ronna Watkins

“Wisdom”

Fall is here and it is our last chance to get outside and collect before winter confines us to our shops. I will take in a
few more shows before the weather limits our travel. There are still many shows to attend this year. In Washington,
there are shows in Marysville, Bellevue, Maplewood, and Skaget. In Oregon, there are two shows in Canby just a cou-
ple of weeks apart, one by the Clackamette Club and the other by the Portland Regional Gem and Mineral Socie-

ty. The Portland Regional Show has moved out of the Hillsboro Fairplex because they demolished it. So, take note
and don't go to the wrong location! And in Idaho, Idaho Falls and the Hells Canyon Gem Club in Lewiston have
shows this month.

We will have our NFMS Organizational Meeting in Lewiston, Saturday, October 20th, at 2 pm. at the Nez Perce
County Fairground. I would like to thank the Hells Canyon Gem Club for their willingness to allow us space for this
meeting at their show. The meeting is for officer and chairman business, but any member with business concerning
the NFMS is invited to attend. Please let me know if you have something for me to put on the agenda. 509-673-0085
email: 4ronna@gmail.com .

Speaking of business, here is some business your club may consider doing:
Your club might consider hosting the 2020 NFMS Show. This is an excellent opportunity for any club! Contact

Keith Fackrell at krfackrell@gmail.com if you have questions and to submit your club's bid.
Your club might consider submitting the nomination of a deserving member to the National
Rockhound and Lapidary Hall of Fame. Check out the information here http://
www.rockhoundandlapidaryhalloffame.org . And, contact Hidemi Kira for more information
htkira@gmail.com . It sure would be nice to have someone from the NFMS indoctrinated into it.

Your club could contact Judi Allison for some Endowment Fund tickets. You can check them out
and send her the stubs with a check, and the unsold tickets before the March AFMS Annual
Show. Give your club members a chance to win some great prizes and support the fund, too. You
can reach her at 541.720.4950 or email her at jms46(@outlook.com.

Your club could submit your "Rockhound of the Year" to Laurie Ellis. Just write a short
description of your rockhound(s) and send it to her 541.626.3131, 65shark@gmail.com.

And, don't forget to remind your members to keep collecting stamps for cancer.

So, if you didn't have any new business at your next meeting, now you do!

Now, if I haven't already asked you to consider enough, I would like to ask you to include one
more very important piece of business with your club, and that is the business of Land Access. We
are very thankful to the volunteers of the American Lands Access Association for representing
recreational rockhounds across the United States. They do very important work and keep us in-
formed when actions threaten our hobby. Please ask your club to join ALAA and support their
efforts that keep rockhounding from being limited any more than it already has been. Thank you.

One last thing before I close. This year when it is time to pay your annual club dues, don't wait till
the last minute and don't let your dues lapse. You might not be considering how much work
membership can be. When you pay your dues on time it makes it a lot easier for your club's
membership secretary, your bulletin editor, and your treasurer. And, not only for your local club,
but for the treasurer, directory chairman, bulletin editor, and circulation of the NFMS and the
AFMS. So please pay your dues on time!

Well, it's time for me to go sort some rocks. I have almost 50 Juniors ready to learn about crystals
this year. That is a lot of rocks to give out and a lot of material to prepare, so I better get to it. |
hope everyone has a beautiful Autumn!
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NFMS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 2018-19

PRESIDENT: Ronna Watkins
Yakima Rock and Mineral Club, POB 635, Tieton, WA
98947, 509-673-0085, 4ronna@gmail.com

15T VICE PRESIDENT: Kenneth Zahn
Bozeman Gem and Mineral Club
146 Canyon Meadow RD, Bozeman, MT 59718
406-582-8752, kezahn@littleappletech.com

2"° VICE PRESIDENT: Beth Heesaker
Clackamette Mineral and Gem Corp.,
4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest Grove OR, 97116,
503-357-8804,

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: Judi Allison
Hatrockhounds Gem and Mineral Society,
1701 NW 11", St., Hermiston, OR, 97882,
541-720-4950, nfmssec@gmail.com

TREASURER: Lyle Vogelpohl,

West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA
98126-3617, 206-932-3292, nfmstreasuer@comcast.net

NFMS STANDING COMMITTEES

BUDGET: 1st Vice President (see above)
BULLETIN AIDS: Vacant

CIRCULATION: Tom Burchard,
Golden Spike Gem & Mineral Society, 875 E 4500 S, S.
Ogden, UT 84403, 801-479-4286, Roxhund@aol.com

COMPETITIVE EXHIBITS:
RULES AND AWARDS CHAIR: Bob Gibson
Bitterroot Gem and Mineral Society, 326 Snow Goose Ct.,
Hamilton, MT 59840, 406-361-0871, gicott@gmail.com
JUDGING DIRECTOR : Lauren Williams
Idaho Falls Gem and Mineral Society, 957 E Elva Ave.,
Idaho Falls, ID 83401, 208-529-6978, slharuir@msn.com
REGISTRAR: VACANT

CREDENTIALS: Del & Clara Walker
Central Oregon Rock Collectors, 12377 SE Davis Loop,
Prineville, OR 97754, 503-812-6540, cdwalker@q.com

CUSTODIAN: 2™" Vice President: (see above)

DIRECTORY: Carol Willey,
Oregon Coast Agate, 929 Ojalla Road, Siletz, OR,
97380, 541-444-1360, goingdrocks@outlook.com

ENDOWMENT FUND:
CHAIRMAN: Jack Edwards
Marcus Whitman Gem and Mineral Society 724 S.E.
Swainson Lane , College Place, WA, 99324
509-520-1182, jeedwards1475@hot-mail.com
TREASURER: NFMS Treasurer (see above)

FINANCIAL ADVISOR: Jim Brain
Spokane Rock Rollers , 6410 W Sundance Dr., Spokane,
WA 99208, 509-863-9883, jrbrain233@outlook.com

HISTORIAN: Linda Barlow
Idaho Gem Club, Inc., 3074 W. Newbury Ct, Eagle, Idaho
83616, 208-724-3309, barlow596@gmail.com

JUNIORS CHAIR: Gayle Butler
Columbia-Willamette Faceters Guild and Club at Large
14900 SW 141 Ave. Portland, OR 97224 503-641-5431,
Gaylesmail@comcast.net

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Linda Barlow
Idaho Gem Club, Inc., 3074 W. Newbury Ct., Eagle, Idaho
83616, nfmseditor2018@gmail.com 208-724-3309

NFMS Club-at-Large: 1st Vice President (see above)

NOMINATING CHAIRMAN: Jim Bosley
Idaho Falls Gem and Mineral, 634 Tyson Ave., Idaho Falls,
Idaho, 83401, 208-520-1819, jbosley@cableone.net

NORTHWEST ROCKHOUND RETREAT (Hancock):
Lamar Tilgner (Chair)
Mt. Hood Rock Club, 200 SE Olvera Ave., Gresham, OR
97080, (503) 666-2905, Istilgner1@frontier.com

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL: Jim Bosley
Idaho Falls Gem and Mineral, 634 Tyson Ave., Idaho
Falls, Idaho, 83401, (208)520-1819, jbosley@cableone.net

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY: Ben Odum
3511 N. Atlantic, Spokane, WA 99205 (509) 953-2470,
rockroller ALAA@yahoo.com

SLIDE/ VIDEO LIBRARIAN: Darrell Watkins
Yakima Rock and Mineral Club, P.O. Box 635,Tieton, WA
9894, (509)673-0085, darrell848@aol.com

RESOLUTIONS: Audrey Vogelpohl
West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA
98126-3617, (206) 932-3292, nfmsjunior@comcast.net

SAFETY: Tanya Sonner
Southern WA. Mineralogical Society, 165 Tingle Rd.,
Winlock, WA. 98596, (360) 785-3909,
chuckagate2@yahoo.com
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SCHOLARSHIP: Evelyn Cataldo
Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, 99509 Brandon,
Kennewick, WA, 99338, (509) 628-0170,
cataldoevelyn@yahoo.com

SHOW CHAIRPERSON 2019:

SHOW COORDINATOR: Pat Lambert
Lakeside Gem & Mineral Club, 26106 S. Oak, Kennewick,
WA 99337, palambert@charter.net

STAMPS: Chuck Sonner
Southern WA. Mineralogical Society, 165 Tingle Rd.,
Winlock, WA. 98596, (360) 785-3909,
chuckagate2@yahoo.com

SUPPLIES: Patty Amos
Mt. Hood Rock Club, 15523 NE 214th Ave., Brush Prai-
rie, WA98606, (360) 892-3716, packrats2@q.com

WAYS & MEANS: Janice Van Cura
Willamette Agate & Mineral Society, Inc.,3448 NW Covey
Run, Corvalis, OR 97330 (541)753-2401,
vancura@peak.org

WEBMASTER: Brad Larson
Owyhee Gem and Mineral Society, 6010 W. Cruzen St.,
Boise, ID 83704, 208-465-1920,
nfms.webmaster@gmail.com

NFMS SPECIAL COMMITTEES

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN: Doug True
Billings Gem & Mineral Club, 2622 Broadwater, Billings,
MT 59102, 406.670.0506, dtruefossils12@yahoo.com

ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR: Laurie Ellis
Hatrockhounds Gem and Mineral Society, PO Box 3326,
Irrigon, OR 97844, 541-626-3131, 65shark@gmail.com

WEBSITE CONTEST: Cheri George
charig1946@yahoo.com

AFMS COMMITTEES (NFMS Representatives)

AFMS PRESIDENT - Doug True

ENDOWMENT FUND - Judi Allison

EDITORS HALL OF FAME—OPEN

NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Linda Barlow

NFMS CLUB BULLETIN AIDS - Jim Landon

ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR - Evelyn Cataldo (chair)
& Bev Bockman

CONSERVATION & LEGISLATION - Darlene Posthuma

ALL AMERICAN AWARD - Sean Hietpas,
sean.hietpas@gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - OPEN

JUNIORS PROGRAM—Gayle Butler

PROGRAM COMPETITION - Darrell Watkins

PUBLIC RELATIONS - OPEN

SAFETY - Chuck Sonner

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION - Evelyn Cataldo

SUPPLIES AND PUBLICATIONS - Tim Hoff

JUDGE TRAINING COMMITTEE - Dee Holland

UNIFORM RULES - Dee Holland

WAYS AND MEANS - Lauren Williams (chair) &
Janice Van Cura

WEBSITE - Brad Larson

WEBSITE CONTEST — Cheri George

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

The AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION
(ALAA) is a 501(c)(4) organization. Its purpose is to pro-
mote and ensure the right of amateur hobby fossil and mineral
collecting, recreational prospecting and mining, and the use of
public and private lands for educational and recreational pur-
poses; and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and hob-
byists to our elected officials, government regulators and pub-
lic lands managers. Your annual individual/couple member-
ship fee is $25 which helps support their activities. Club mem-
bership is $50 per year. Send to Treasurer, P.O. Box 54398,
San Jose,CA 95154. Make checks payable to: American
Lands Access Assn. Applications can be downloaded

at: www.amlands.org on the left side of the page. For more
information contact: Doug True, Billings Gem & Mineral
Club, 2622 Broadwater, Billings, MT 59102, 406.670.0506,
dtruefossils12@yahoo.com

The AFMS NEWSLETTER is published monthly except
Jan-Jul-Aug by the American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies. Each NFMS member club should have three people
(usually the Pres, Secretary, and Editor) receiving the AFMS
Newsletter. If they are not, or if anyone else wants to
subscribe ($4.50 per year). Contact:: AFMS Central Off.,
Steve Weinberger, P.O. Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
cebar62@aim.com Make checks payable to “AFMS”.

The NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is the official publication
of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies
(NFMS) and is usually published ten (10) times per year. This
publication is brought to you through your club membership in
the NFMS. The purpose of the Northwest Newsletter is to keep
all NFMS members informed of activities and events
pertaining to the business and services of the Federation. The
Newsletter is printed and mailed to approximately 3,500
homes in six states by Oregon Lithoprint in McMinnville,
Oregon.

OCT 2018

For matters related to the Newsletter (i.e. content,
advertising, etc.) contact the Newsletter Editor.
For matters related to the Newsletter circulation
(new members, address changes, etc.) contact
Circulation.

SHOW COORDINATION. Your Federation
provides a free service for NFMS members by
listing your show in this Newsletter, on the NFMS
website, two magazines (“Rocks and Minerals”
and “Rock and Gem”) and the on-line calendar
from “Lapidary Journal”. Please provide the date
and time for the show, the club name and show
title (if applicable), the location of the show,
admission price, and most important a contact
person with address, e-mail address and/or phone
(e-mail is preferred). Please send your show
information four to six months in advance to the
Show Coordination Chairperson. If you see an
error once your show is listed, or if your show is
not listed, contact the Newsletter Editor.

SAVE STAMPS PROGRAM. NFMS members
are encouraged to use and save commemorative
stamps. The money generated from the sale of these
used (cancelled) stamps is then donated to Cancer
Research. The collected stamps can be sent to the
Stamps Chairman, brought to the NFMS Annual
Show or given to your Federation Director in your
club.

ATTENTION CLUB TREASURERS

Where to send your money

To NEMS Treasurer for:

1. Dues and supplies

2. Donations for the general fund

3. Donations to Junior Achievement

4. Advertisement in this Newsletter
Send to: Lyle Vogelpohl, see Treasurer this page.

To NFMS Endowment Fund Treasurer for:

1. Donations to Endowment Fund

2. Memorial contributions

Make check payable to NFMS Endowment Fund,
send to Endowment Fund Treasurer, 8810 37th Ave SW, Seat-
tle, WA 98126-3617

To NFMS Scholarship Chairperson for:

1. Donations to AFMS Scholarship Fund

2. Memorial contributions to AFMS Scholarship
Make check payable to AFMS Scholarship Fund.
Send to: Evelyn Cataldo (see Scholarship this page).

To AFMS Endowment Fund for:

1. Donations to AFMS Endowment
2. Memorials

See AFMS Newsletter

Send to:

To ALAA Treasurer for:
Memberships, new and renewals
Donations
Make check payable to ALAA ( American Lands
Access Assn) Treasurer, P.O. Box 54398, San
Jose, CA 95154

NFMS WEB SITE: www.amfed.org/nfms or
http://northwestfederation.org/

NFMS NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE
ADVERTISEMENT

Members, Non-members, clubs, etc. can advertise in the
Northwest Newsletter. This service is provided to help defray
the cost of printing and mailing the newsletter and is encour-
aged by the Federation. The only criteria for the ad is that it be
hobby related (e.g. rocks, equipment, grit, shows, etc.).

Ads for the Northwest Newsletter are
$1.50 per square inch.
Example: 3” x 4” ad = 12 inches
12 inches x $1.50 = $18 per issue of the Newsletter

For an additional 50% of the cost of the Newsletter ad, you can
have the same ad placed on the NFMS website for the same
length of time. The Newsletter ad must be purchased to receive
this additional advertisement.

Do not send ads on colored paper because the back-ground
will look gray in the ad. The Editor will send a billing state-
ment to the customer which will include instructions to make
payment to the NFMS Treasurer. For more information or
questions, call, e-mail or write the Newsletter Editor

f

See the NFMS on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NFMS
(for the desktop/laptop/tablets)
https://m.facebook.com/groups/NFMS|1
(for mobile devices like phones)
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FIRST VICE PRESIDENTIAL VARISCITES
by
Kenneth Zahn

About to lose access to one of your club’s favorite collecting spots on Federal land because of  restrictions noted in “Brings Stability”
a draft Forest Plan revision (or expected proposals to Congress for establishing more “Big W” — Wilderness areas), proposed
high-priority Sage Grouse habitat areas located nearby, proposed withdrawals of prime collecting areas from mineral location by politicians and bureau-
crats vying for favor with local anti-mining groups, etc., etc? To best assure your future reasonable access and exclusive right to collect at those favorite
spots, consider filing an unpatented mining claim SOON under provisions of the 1872 Mining Act, as amended. Many NFMS clubs hold such claims, so
there is a lot of corporate knowledge in clubs in most of our NW states on how to do so, and how best to deal with the USFS or BLM (the primary federal
agencies which manage lands in which we collect). So many western-state National Forest and BLM staffs are currently revising far-out-of-date Agency
Management Plans that it’s increasingly hard to keep track of the status of each document review processes. Be assured, however, that each one is out to
restrict/limit access, close as many past roads and trails as politically possible, and clamp down on those elements of “multiple use” that are remotely relat-
ed to prospecting, mining, “casual-use” collecting (you know — those awful “ground-disturbing” activities), and motorized or mechanized (bike) recreation.
Once being managed as a “pseudo-wilderness” anyway, the next steps to Congress declaring the areas as full wilderness (“Big W) can be short, de-
pending on the political leaning of your states’ Congressional delegations and pressures from both the federal land agency staffs and outside lobbying
groups. Once designated as Wilderness, nothing like minerals/fossils/petrified wood/agate can be dug, mined, collected, removed, or disturbed — UNLESS
— you have a prior established right to do so via a valid mining claim. The steps are pretty simple, but must be carefully followed to yield a legal and pro-
tected collecting right. We’ll save the details and federal-law reference citations for a later article, but you should consider inviting a knowledgeable
member of another area club to brief your club or  Executive Board on the issues involved and steps to be followed. Be sure to discuss the following (a
“Cliff Notes” version of key topics; more is covered at https://www.blm.gov/programs/energy-and-minerals/mining-and-minerals/locatable-minerals/
mining-claims/locating-a-claim and at: https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/documents/files/PublicRoom Mining Claims Brochure-2016.pdf):

* Materials considered “Locatable” within BLM and USFS (they are slightly different). Also, certain types of Federal lands can’t be claimed.
Check the BLM LR2000 database to be sure the area is “unclaimed.”

* Form and format for posting a conspicuous “Location Notice” (many states have preferred forms) at the discovery site, and work needed to be
performed upon location — and annually.

* What constitutes erection of proper “Corner Posts” denoting claim corners (and end-line midpoints in some states). State laws govern what post-
ing techniques are legal within federal lands within the state.

* Time period within which you must file a “Certificate of Location” with the appropriate County Recorder’s Office (most often 30 days). Some
states specify a format, but most accept form formats used in other states as long as their core required elements and form layouts are met. I like Nevada’s.
Ask the Recorder what is needed and how the pages need to be spaced to accommodate their recording stamps and filing data.

* Proper map abstract with drawing of claim lines and corners, etc., to also be filed with the County, if required.

* Time period within which to also file the “Certificate” and map abstract with the BLM office in your state, after filing it properly with the County
Recorder. One main BLM Office in each state administers the federal filing and record-keeping activities for all claims located on any federal lands within
that state. Currently, BLM now requires new claim map abstracts to show the full section boundaries that encompass your claim.

» Two methods — each with different forms and info requirements — are available to the claimant for annually updating the claim status if you intend
to continue using it the following year: a flat annual maintenance fee (approx. $155 but no details needed on what work you did the previous year), or $10
if filing a “Small Miner’s Maintenance Fee Waiver;” requires info on work done in past year and checking corner markers; heavy penalties ($ fine and jail)
if fraudulent -- since the $10 cost is so inexpensive.

* Costs. Initial filing with County: Varies; usually in $25-$50 range. Initial filing with the main BLM office in your state: currently $212. Annual
Maintenance fee $155 or $10 — depending.

* [f use only non-powered hand tools and keep surface disturbance below a “significant” level, you usually need not submit a “Plan of Operation”
for USFS or State review. Procedures are slightly different with claims on BLM land.

SIMPLIFIED SUMMARY: Check with BLM “LR2000” database to assure the spot is not already claimed. One “location” posting at the field site, 4 cor-
ner markers erected, 2 “Certificate of Location” and map abstract filings (County and main State BLM Office), approx. $250 filing in filing costs, and
you’re set for the first year if you keep disturbance small and use only non-powered hand tools. And, most importantly, you can’t be denied reasonable ac-
cess or be denied your exclusive right to collect there if the area, in the future, becomes “withdrawn from Mineral Location” or becomes “Wilderness.”
Yes, the agencies will check and hassle you on whether it’s a “locatable material, disturbance levels, meeting all laws, etc., but, if done right, this process
will best assure you will still have the right to collect there.

USDA Forest Service seeks public comment on improving management of mineral, oil, and gas resources

Press Office (link sends e-mail) (202) 205-1134

SEPTEMBER 13, 2018 AT 9:00 AM EDT - WASHINGTON, DC — Today the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service published Ad-
vance Notices announcing its plan to revise two parts of the agency’s regulations. The Forest Service seeks public comment on its work to
improve outdated and inefficient regulations for locatable minerals and oil and gas resources on national forest lands.

“This is one of many efforts that our agency is undertaking to focus on our priority of regulatory reform,” said interim Forest Service Chief
Vicki Christiansen. “Our goal is to make our processes as simple and efficient as possible while ensuring a sustainable environment for fu-
ture generations.”

In fiscal year 2017, over $1.2 billion dollars’ worth of oil and gas were produced from National Forest System lands, resulting in payments
to local, state and federal governments of approximately $145 million, creating significant value for many communities. Outdated regula-
tions are still a barrier however. For example, there is a backlog of nearly 2,000 pending Expressions of Interest in leasing oil and gas on
about 2 million acres. Updated regulations and procedures are needed to ensure the Forest Service and stakeholders have an efficient
process to support local economies and protect and conserve valuable environmental resources.

Locatable minerals produced from National Forest System lands are important for medical and infrastructure development as well as cars
and common household items, including appliances, smart phones, and computers. Forest Service economists estimate that the revenue
generated from mining locatable minerals topped $1 billion in 2016 and supported more than 1,500 direct and 5,500 indirect jobs.

“‘We want to strengthen communities and provide jobs,” said Christiansen. “At the same time, we are committed to protecting water sup-
plies, supporting aquatic and wildlife habitat, and ensuring a sustainable environment for future generations.”

The public has until October 15, 2018 to comment on two Advance Notices of Proposed Rulemaking published in the Federal Register. One
notice addresses locatable minerals and the other oil and gas resources. Instructions about how to comment are included in the Federal
Register notices: 36 CFR part 228 subpart A (link is external) and 36 CFR part 228, subpart E (link is external).

For more information about USDA Forest Service, visit http://www.fs.fed.us.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variscite
mailto:pressoffice@fs.fed.us
tel:(202)%20205-1134
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/13/2018-19961/locatable-minerals
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/13/2018-19962/oil-and-gas-resources
http://www.fs.fed.us/
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SECOND VICE PRESIDENTIAL VERDELITES

By
Beth Heesacker
In my last article I tried to define what a volunteer is. The portion of the definition that I liked best was “expresses a “Creativity
willingness to undertake a service”. Note that it does not say “someone who is asked to undertake a service” although that is what &
happens many times. Compassion”

The best kind of volunteer is someone who, when they see a need, steps up to “undertake a service”. Now even before this happens, a person needs
to have a clear view of what their gifts, their abilities, are. So, what can you do? Do you run a household, plan and make meals, balance a budget, manage a
group, coach a sport, start your own company, etc. Each of these activities have given you experience that is not only valuable to your family or company
but is also of value to your club.

From another viewpoint what do you want to learn? Volunteering for your club can be a way to expand your experiences. Planning, budgeting,
managing, coaching, etc. are all abilities that can be grown and expanded by volunteering for your club. I know of one teenager that volunteered for a club
as Field Trip Chair. He did a wonderful job and it gave him a wealth of experience. He had the “willingness” and put it to good use.

So, what do you do when your show chair asks for help, or your nominating committee announces an opening in your club Board or Officers?
Usually any one of these opportunities, these “services”, do not require much in the way of time. There of course are some that require more time and
commitment, such as a show chair or newsletter editor, but these do not have to be your first “service”.

Start small, get the experience, enjoy being of service. Each club has different needs. You have different skills. Look around in your club and find a
match. Don’t wait to be asked but “express[es] a willingness”.

SECRETARY’S SAPPHIRES
by
Judi Allison

A Flip of the Hat
Since I seem to wear a few different hats, I decided to combine my message information.

W will be an informal meeting allowing for the continued  connections of our Federation. Remember
that anyone can attend the meetings. It is a great way to get to know more about the great organization we are a part of.

As NFMS Representative for the AFMS Endowment Fund, I would like to offer tickets to those who wish to purchase some or are able to sell them to oth-
ers. The AFMS Endowment Fund helps our Federation by providing winning video presentations to add to our Library (see page 5 or our Membership
Directory). It also funds the Junior Rockhound Badge Program. You can support the Fund by purchasing tickets for $5 each or 5 for $20. The tickets
provide a chance to win one of a number of prizes donated by members of all the Regional Federations. You could also help by donating an item of $75 or
greater value for the raffle. I will have tickets on hand at the meeting in October

As AFMS Rockhound of the Year Chairman, 1 urge you to submit a worthy recipient of your club for the honor of your club's "Rockhound of the Year". It
is a simple process. Simply write a brief account of why they deserve the award, submit it to Laurie Ellis, NFMS ROY Chairperson and she will take care
of the rest. Your member will have the account written up in both the NFMS and AFMS Newsletters. They will also receive a certificate from each.

TREASURER’S TEKTITES
NFMS ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE REPORT

2017-18 ANNUAL REPORT By Jack Edwards

The following are highlights and accomplishments of the NFMS Endowment Fund Committee for the 2017-18
business year. “Wealth with Balance”

Vacant positions on the Endowment Fund Committee were filled with the selection of Jack Edwards as committee chairper-
son and Norma Long as committee secretary. Both are long time members the Marcus Whitman Gem and Mineral Society. They join Lyle Vogel-
pohl, committee treasurer and Jim Brain, committee financial advisor. Ken Zahn, by virtue of his position as NFMS 1* Vice-president, automati-
cally becomes a member of the committee.

Charles Schwab Investments has managed the invested assets of the Endowment Fund for the past year. Edna Nelson, past committee chairperson,
was removed from the list of persons authorized to access the account and Jack Edwards was added. Invested assets returned 8.2% during the past
business year.

Throughout the year most committee business was conducted via the internet through phone calls, e-mails and reviews of draft newsletter articles and
briefing papers. The work of the committee was shared in periodic articles in the NFMS newsletter. A committee open to all federation delegates
where proposed changes to the operating procedures was discussed was held prior to the annual meeting in Yakima. (There was a limited
attendance by Delegates.)

The committee’s operating procedures were updated to bring them in line with directions outlined in the Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional
Funds Act. The major changes from the previous version of the operating procedures were a) updated terminology and investment guidance, and
b) establishment of a written spending policy for the Endowment Fund that specifies that 4% of the fund balance be spent each year. The new
operating procedures were approved unanimously by the delegates at the 2018 NFMS annual meeting in Yakima.

Throughout the year the committee tried to solicit ideas, with limited success, as to how the federation membership would like to see the Endowment
Funds be spent. In the absence of proposals, it was moved, seconded and approved by the Delegates in attendance at the annual meeting in
Yakima to use endowment funds to credit member society dues owed an amount equal to $1.00 per member for the 2017-18 year.

The committee continues to solicit ideas on how the federation membership would like to see Endowment Funds monies be spent. Based on the
current endowment fund balance and the fund spending policy it is estimated there will be about $9500 available next year. In the August-

September, 2018 NFMS newsletter the committee again requested the federation membership send them formal suggestions of projects or
programs that they would like to see funded by the fund in 2018-19 business year. We hope to have a list of projects put together by January 1%,
2019.

All in all it has been a good year for the Endowment Fund Committee and we look forward to serving the federation another year.

Jack Edwards, Endowment Fund Committee Chairperson



NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.58 NO. 10 OCT 2018
HISTORIAN HIDDENITES

By Linda Barlow

“GOLDEN GEMBOREE” was the 50 CONVENTION AND SHOW on September 9-11,
1988. It was held at Benton-Franklin Counties Fairgrounds, Kennewick, WA.

Host society: Horse Heaven Gem and Mineral Societies, Inc., Show Chairman: Jon Spunaugle

NFMS Officers 1987-1988:

PRESIDENT: DEE HOLLAND, VICE-PRESIDENT: DR. BOB CARLSON, ‘Connection with
Knowledge”

SECRETARY: JUNE CAVALLI, TREASURER: TOBY COZENS

FEATURED EXHIBITS:

GOLDEN TOPAZ WORLD’S LARGEST FACETED-GEM SMITHSONIAN INSTITUITION
STATUE OF LIBERTY JADE CARVING Don & Pat Snyder

PLACER GOLD FROM MONTANA Leroy Battershell

WIRE GOLD FROM LIBERTY, WA Junior Jordan

INTARSIA MOSAICS BEAUTIFUL PICTURES IN STONE Leonard Perkins

ROCK FOOD DINNER ALL FOODS ARE NATURAL
TABLE ROCKS & MINERALS Mothers Rock Shop
CENSER JADE CARVING Don & Pat Snyder

The Horse Heaven Societies were organized in the winter of 1957-58 at a time when there was no Host Society for the 1958 NFMS Convention. The
members of the Lakeside Gem & Mineral Club, Marcus Whitman Gem & Mineral Society, Touchet Valley Rock Club, Hatrockhounds and the Oregon
Trail Gem & Mineral Society met and decided to form a group to host the 1958 Show since none of these clubs felt they had enough members to be
capable of hosting the Convention themselves. In just eight months, these clubs were able to host the Show in the Pasco High School gymnasium. Again,
in 1960, when there was no host for the upcoming Convention, the group put in a bid and were hosts for the 1961 Convention which was held in
conjunction with the Southeastern Washington Fair in Walla Walla. By this time, the Three Rivers Mineralogy Society had joined the group and the
Hatrockhounds were disbanding. The Touchet Valley Rock Club had disbanded by 1968 when the group was host for the Convention held in the
gymnasium of the Columbia High School in Richland. The first Past Presidents luncheon was held during this Show with Dr. Dake, first NFMS President,
in attendance. In 1979, Horse Heaven was again the host for the NFMS Convention, this time at the Benton-Franklin Counties Fairgrounds in Kennewick.
A special feature of this Show was the first Past Presidents Row featuring exhibits by former leaders of the Federation. Now, in 1988, the Hatrockhounds
have rejoined the group and Horse Heaven is proud to host their fifth Convention in honor of the Northwest Federation’s Fiftieth Anniversary.

EDITOR’S EMERALDS
By Linda Barlow
THE ONLY THING CONSISTENT IN LIFE IS CHANGE!

Most people have difficulty with change. I hope, as your new editor, you look on the changes with wonder
like you look at your rocks. As a Metaphysician, I live with rocks and gems having body, mind, & spirit
applications. I’ve done a play on words to stretch your knowledge with new insights to our beloved rocks.

“Incites Activity”

You might ask, “How do rocks affect me?”” Better yet, ask “How can we use rocks to affect us?”” Rockhounds decorate their

inside their homes with rock display cases, constructing pictures, and in their gardens. They use rocks of all sizes (micro to macro), shapes (Cubic or Iso-
metric, Hexagonal, Rhombohedral or Trigonal, Tetragonal, Orthorhombic, Monoclinic, and Triclinic), and colors (clear to black inclusive). Others adorn
their bodies with earrings, necklaces, and rings. I do all of the above! My front door is bordered with petrified wood. The dining room corner has a trian-
gular china closet for rocks, not dishes! My entertainment center highlights crystals and rocks for healing uses and classes I teach. If I serve you a drink,
your glass will be set on a coast from my slabs of rocks to prevent sweating onto the wood surfaces. Crystals hang from my dining room light twinkling
and reflecting as the morning light shines. My garden plants are embedded with crystals and stones especially selected and embedded in the soil. The
birds enjoy their gems while splashing in the bird bath. What is your choice of rock use? Do you choose the lapidary arts, healing arts, or decorative arts
for rock expressionism? I look forward to hearing about your communion with rocks and crystals; all are gems.

Hope you’ve enjoyed the changes. Your comments are always welcome.

=

NFMS RULES & AWARDS COMMITTEE g |
My name is Bob Gibson and I am currently the NFMS Rules and Awards Chairman. The NFMS Competitive Exhibits Qﬁé
Team has a big problem, we need two or three NFMS members to step up and join the team. v{fhfas

The committee consists of the Judging Registrar, the Judging Director, and the Rules and Awards Chairman.

The Judging Registrar registers those who want to enter competition in the NFMS Show. The Judging Director selects the judges and runs the actual
judging of the competitive cases and hands out the Plaques at the Awards Banquet. The Rules and Awards Chairman oversees the other two and helps
where needed. Specific duties of the team members may be found on the NFMS web site under the sub heading of By-Laws. Page 22 lists OP COM-
MITTEE -2, RULES & AWARDS COMMITTEE.

The people we need should be willing to serve for the three year cycle of Registrar, Judging Director and then Chairman, and be willing to learn what
each position does: nothing hard, just time spread out over the yearly NFMS show. It would be great to have someone young enough to cycle through a
couple of times.

Lauren Williams, this years Judging Director, has offered to train the new members. Lauren has many years of experience in leadership roles in both the
NFMS and the AFMS but has reached the age where he feels another three year cycle would be too many. Unfortunately, Lauren and I are the same age.

Lauren writes "Currently Dee Holland and I are the only two people in the NFMS who knows the system from start to finish. So we really need to find
others who are willing to learn the system and learn by doing the work. I will hold anyone's hand to learn the system." We need to tap into this reservoir
of knowledge before it disappears forever.

Please, step forward and help keep this committee viable. My contact information is listed on the second page of this newsletter.

Best Regards, Bob Gibson, Chairman
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[ MODE OF FORMATION OF CRUZIANA |
{Trilobite Cruisin’ Tracks)

LIBRARIAN’S LAPIS LAZULI

By “Tradifonal™ e ntie o
DARRELL WATKINS S SRS
1 29 ( M.
Total Awareness NATIONAL DINOSAUR MONTH “i‘;‘;‘: “””‘D*G“;;:"

With all of us having cameras and cell phones that can make movies, | think that we should start filming field trips, shop techniques, and other items of interest concerning
our hobby to share with our membership. The AFMS has a Programs competition every year that anyone can enter.

Here is what it is about:

The purpose of this competition is to recognize and reward authors of presentations about the Earth Sciences and to make winning programs available to  affiliated
Clubs across the country.

AWARDS

A $200 cash prize for the highest scoring program scoring 95 and above, and a $100 for a score of 94-90 points in Classes 1-4. In addition, winners receive national
recognition. A copy of each winning program is given to each AFMS Regional Program Library; thus winning programs are available to clubs across the country. Each pro-
gram is judged on its own merits. Entrants will receive a composite score sheet with comments / score (Winners may be asked to make some changes based on judges’
comments before final version is produced for duplication.).

Here is what you need to know to enter:

All digital presentations or videos relating to the Earth Sciences are eligible. Submit entries in one of the four amateur classes (See below).
WHO MAY ENTER: Any Club, Society, or members there of, with 2018 dues paid to the NFMS may enter.

Judging Form and "Tips for Good Programs" are available on AFMS website (www.amfed.org), or from me.

CLASSES FOR ENTRIES:

Class | Educational - About geology, minerals, gems, fossils, etc.

Class Il Field Collecting - Showing site(s), specimens, with some geology, collecting methods and other aspects of interest.
Class Il "How To Do It" - Techniques/equipment for fossil preparation, jewelry, metal work, carving, faceting, other lapidary, etc.
Class IV Just for Juniors - Any of the above for/by youngsters.

“Excellence in Education” Class is for “commercial” Presentations (entries are judged separately).

JUDGING:

Judges look for:

e accuracy of information / educational value

e quality of photographs / visuals completeness of story, but not “too much” information

e narration that moves well from one image to the next

e presentations that explore an area of interest or demonstrate ideas/techniques which viewers may try

title, credits and “The End” “slides” For CD, DVD or VIDEO entries

For CD, DVD or VIDEO amateur entries do no send in a DVD format for judging. Submit a copy preferably in PowerPoint or similar format on a flash drive  instead of
CD, without author’s credits, for anonymity. Entries may be 'live action' or static “slides”. Integrated audio is preferred but not required for judging (audio will be added for
final version). Please include a typed script if there is no audio

35mm SLIDE PRESENTATIONS can be considered. Please contact me before submission.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:

DECEMBER 31, 2018

DIRECT QUESTIONS AND ENTRIES TO: NFMS Program Competition Coordinator, Darrell Watkins 509-673-0085, PO Box 635, Tieton WA 98947

2019 NFMS Video/Slide PROGRAM ENTRY FORM

| / we submit (Presentation title)

In [circle one]

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4
"EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION" (for programs produced "for sale”™)

Producer(s) (your name(s) (include your Office if Club entry)

Parent’s name (if junior entrant)

Member of (Club name)

Address:

[city] [state] [zip]
Preferred contact(s)

phone Best time to call: daytime / evening

e-mail

IS THIS PROGRAM FOR SALE? No Yes Cost: $
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NEBULA
NOTICES

By

Ronna Watkins, President

Dear NFMS Mineral Club Leaders,

An arrangement is in process between the NFMS leadership and Dia-
mond Dan Publications to be able to provide to you - at no cost to your
mineral club or society - a subscription to "Mini Miners Monthly." You

will receive each issue by email every month.

What is the value of Mini Miners Monthly to your group?
With this subscription, you receive permission from Diamond Dan Publi-

cations to reproduce this material as follows:
1. In your monthly bulletins/newsletters.

2. In your Juniors programming

3. On your website

4. For use at your annual shows

\

“Inspiring”
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SKAGIT ROCK

“Treasures of the Earth™

A GEM, MINERAL, FOSSIL
& JEWELRY SHOW

NOVEMBER 10 & 11,2018
SATURDAY9-5  SUNDAY 10-4

FREE ADISSION~, SEORO WOOLLEY COMMUNITY CENTER|
> J08PAGRCS. SEORDOLLEY WA

HOURLY DOOR PRIZES - DEALERS - DEMONSTRATIONS

skagitrockandgemBEgmail.cam - skagitrockandgem com

& GEM CLUB

PRESENTS

FOOD - CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES

5. For use at schools, scouts and other venues where you do your mineral

educational programs.

Our only request is that when you reproduce our material, that on the bot-

tom of each page you include our website ad-
dress: www.diamonddanpublications.net.
Are there any limitations?

Only two:

1. You have permission to reproduce up to 6 pages per month/issue.

2. Please do not post complete issues on your website or forward entire
issues to your membership. If you wish to provide Mini Miners Monthly
in its entirety to your members, we can work out a special price with you
based on the total number who will receive the publication.

We want you to have access to all of the Mini Miners Monthly issues that
have been published this year. Click on this link - http://
www.diamonddanpublications.net/mini-miners-monthly-2018.html - and

you can download the seven issues (PDF format). Please make use of

them right away as you need.

One last instruction:We'd like to email each issue to the following leaders

in your club or society:
Contact Person

President

Bulletin Editor

Juniors Program Leader(s)
Webmaster

Not all of these leaders are listed with email addresses in the annual
NFMS guide book. Please inform me of all the leaders and their email

addresses who should receive each issue, and I'll add them to our email

list.

Best wishes to you all. Thank you for your enthusiasm and hard work

building our great hobby.
Sincerely, Darryl Powell (aka Diamond Dan)

Gemstones
Finished Jewelry |
Rough & Polished Rocks |
Minerals & Fossils
Handcrafted -
Artisan ltems

8th Annual Members
Rock, Gem and Jewelry'Sale {

Saturday, October6 2018, 9 am } :

(Next to Fred Meyer)
$3 Adm|33|on, Children 12 & Under Free

AFMS Code of Ethics

I will respect both private and public
property and will do no collecting on pri-
vately owned land without the owner's
permission.

| will keep informed on all laws, regula-
tions of rules governing collecting on public
lands and will observe them.

I will to the best of my ability, ascertain
the boundary lines of property on which |
plan to collect.

I will use no firearms or blasting material
in collecting areas.

| will cause no willful damage to prop-
erty of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.

I will leave all gates as found.

I will build fires in designated or safe
places only and will be certain they are
completely extinguished before leaving
the area.

| will discard no burning material -
matches, cigarettes, etc.

I will fill all excavation holes which may
be dangerous to livestock.

| will not contaminate wells, creeks or
other water supply.

| will cause no willful damage to collect-
ing material and will take home only what |
can reasonably use.

| will practice conservation and under-
take to utilize fully and well the materials |
have collected and will recycle my surplus
for the pleasure and benefit of others.

| will support the rockhound project
H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and
Will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter,
regardless of how found.

I will cooperate with field trip leaders
and those in designated authority in all
collecting areas.

I will report to my club or Federation of-
ficers, Bureau of Land management or other
authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or
other materials on public lands which should
be protected forthe enjoyment of future gen-
erations for public educational and scientific

purposes.

I will appreciate and protect our heritage
of natural resources.

| will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use
*Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times
conduct myself in a manner which will add to
the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds
everywhere.
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October 6 & 7 Marysville Rock and Gem Club Totem Middle School Gym, Brian Murril 425 346 9313 bmurril@aol.com
Sat—10-5 605 7" Street NE, 7" Street and State Avenue, .
Sun—10—5 Marysville WA Website: http://www.marysvillerockclub.com
October 6 Idaho Falls Pinecrest Event Center, Bill Thielbahr: (208)-524-0139;
Sat-9-5 Gem and Mineral Society 560 East Anderson e-mail: tbar@srv.net

Members’ Sale

Idaho Falls, ID

October 12 - 14

Portland Regional

NEW:

Linda Harvey 503-310-3036

Fri—10-6 Gem & Mineral Show Association PO Box 5401 Portland, OR 97228
Sat— 10— 6 Clackamas County Fairgrounds lindahar-
n lindahar-
Sun—10-5 694 NE 4" Avenue, vey2010@gmail.com
Canby OR 97013 www.PortlandRegional GemandMineral.com

October 20 & 21 Hells Canyon Gem Club Nez Perce County Fair Mary Lou Northrup

Sat—10-6 1229 Burrell Avenue 208 743 6944

Sun—-10-5 Lewiston ID 83501 mlandjl@yahoo.com

October 27-28

Clackamette Mineral and Gem

Clackamas County Fair-grounds, 694 NE 4th

Beth Heesacker

Sat: 9 -6 Ave, Canby, OR 97013 heesacker@coho.net,
Sun: 10 -5 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest Grove, OR 97116
October 27 & 28 Bellevue Rock Club Vasa Park Bruce Himko
3560 West Lake Sammamish PKWY SE PO Box 1851 Bellevue, WA 98009
Sat—10-6 Bellevue, WA 98008 bellevuerockclub@comcast.net
Sun—10—5
November 10 & 11 Maplewood Rock and Gem Club Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse, Mary Ann Collins
Sat—9-5 8802 196™ ST SW, Edmonds WA 206 714 3922
Sun—-10-5 collmall@comcast.net
November 10 & 11 Skagit Rock & Gem Club Sedro Woolley Comm. Ctr., Debbie Frank
Sat—9-35 703 Pacific Street ) )
Sun—10—4 Sedro Woolley, WA skagitrockandgem@gmail.com
December 8 & 9 Maplewood Rock and Gem Club Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse, Mary Ann Collins
Sat—9-35 8802 196™ ST SW, 206 714 3922
Sun—-10-5 Edmonds WA collmall@comcast.net
2019
February 9 & 10 Whidbey Island Gem Club Oak Harbor Senior Center, Keith Ludemann
Sat.9-5 54th Annual 51 SE Jerome, 360 675 1837,
Sun. 9 -4 “Sweetheart of Gem’s” Show Oak Harbor WA rock9@whidbey.net
March 16 & 17 Hellgate Mineral Society Hilton Garden Inn Neil Maier

Sat—9-6
Sun—10-5

3720 North Reserve St.
Missoula MT

atttoodz@yahoo.com
406 240 1079

March 22 - 24, 2019

Rock Rollers Club

Spokane County Fair & Expo Center

Mike Shaw ,

Fri—10-6 of Spokane WA N.404 Havana at Broadway 509 251 1574
Sat—10—-6 Spokane WA showchair@rockrollers.org
Sun 10 -4

March 30 & 31 Mt. Baker Rock & Gem Club Bloedel-Donovan Park, Dick Carr,
Sat. 10 -6 58th Annual Rock and Gem Show 2214 Electric Ave., rjcarr@juno.com
Sun. 10 -5 Bellingham WA

April 13 & 14 Maplewood Rock and Gem Club - Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse, Mary Ann Collins,
Sat—9-5 April Sale 8802 196™ ST SW, 206 714 3922
Sun—10-5 Edmonds WA collmal @comcast.net
April 27 & 28 West Seattle Rock Club Alki Masonic Temple, Annette Nelson,
Sat. 10 -5 4736 40th Avenue SW, wsrc.show(@gmail.com
Sun. 10 -5 Seattle WA
August 10 & 11 Maplewood Rock and Gem Club - Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse, Mary Ann Collins,
Sat—9-5 Rock and Mineral Sale 8802 196™ ST SW, 206 714 3922
Sun—-10-5 Edmonds WA collmal @comcast.net
November 9 & 10 Maplewood Rock and Gem Club - Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse, Mary Ann Collins
Sat—9-5 Show 8802 196™ ST SW, 206 714 3922
Sun—-10-5 Edmonds WA collmal @comcast.net
December 7 & 8 Maplewood Rock and Gem Club - Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse, Mary Ann Collins
Sat—9-5 Rock and Mineral Sale 8802 196" ST SW, 206 714 3922
Sun—10-5 Edmonds WA collmal @comcast.net
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