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Estimated Deadline - January 25 for the 

February issue. 
 

For deadlines and to submit articles      
contact: 

Editor—Jessica Himple 
NFMSeditor(at)outlook.com  

 
NFMS Website: 

http://NorthwestFederation.org  

Letters From Our Committee Officers: 

Lora Hall - President 
 
    Sorry for the short article 

this month but I am up to my 

elbows in the Western 

Montana Fair which starts 

next week. The Fair has offered our club a huge area in the 

main commercial building to host a "mini" Gem and 

Mineral Show and Expo. The club has worked hard over 

the past 3 years to cultivate a mutually beneficial 

relationship with Montana 4-H and the Fair Board. Fair 

attendance and participation in exhibiting have dropped 

over the years and they are reaching out to community 

organizations that can breathe new life into an age-old 

tradition. 

It is hard to believe that summer is already half over and 

for many, fire season is rearing its smokey head. We 

have over 25 active fires burning in Montana alone. Be 

careful out there and avoid driving through dry grass and 

brush while rockhounding. When you stop to explore, try 

to park on gravel or dirt. A vehicle’s exhaust system 

reaches temperatures of 1200-1600 degrees Fahrenheit 

which can easily ignite grass or sagebrush. 

As summer winds down, so does my term as NFMS 

President. Micheal Rhodes will soon be taking over, and I 

am sure he will be awesome. I want to thank everyone 

that has made my job so much easier. I hate to start 

naming names because I am sure to leave someone out, 

but I do want to thank our newsletter editor Jessica 

Himple. Jessica does an amazing job getting the  

Continued on page  2 
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Letters From Our Committee Officers Continued: 

newsletter out each month, which keeps information flow-
ing. 
I look forward to seeing everyone in Walla Walla at the 
Marcus Whitman Gem and Mineral Society Show and 
NFMS Annual Meeting on September 6th-7th. While Mi-
cheal will be taking over as President this fall, I will still be 
around as I start my term as Past President and I already 
have my eye on my next position. With so many vacant 
positions, it is not hard for anyone to find a place where 
they can help. 
Lora Hall 
NFMS President 

 
Michael Rhodes -  
1st Vice President 
 
Serving as an officer in the NFMS 
has been a very educational ex-
perience, As 1st Vice President, I 
am responsible for compiling and 
submitting the budget for the 
upcoming year. In working on the 
budget I am impressed with the 

many moving parts (committees, etc,) that are necessary 
to move this organization forward. It is my hope that in 
the year ahead we can feature some of these committees 
in the newsletter so that you as members better under-
stand the federation. Another learning experience is the 
process of amending the bylaws for the NFMS. Amend-
ments to the bylaws need to be approved by the Executive 
Committee and published at least 90 days before the an-
nual meeting. These amendments may be written by a 
special committee, but then need to be sponsored by a 
member society. After the amendment is published, 
changes may still be submitted as “friendly” amendments 
if the original sponsor does not object. If these friendly 
amendments do not significantly change the original 
amendment, but help to clarify the amended document 
(our bylaws) they do not need to be voted on separately. 
As you can see, serving as an officer of a mineralogical fed-
eration, is about more than rocks, minerals and gems. It 
takes a lot to keep this federation moving forward. And 
while I have learned a lot, and will keep learning as long as 
I serve, my favorite part of being part of the NFMS is 
attending Gem and Mineral shows, and learning about the 
variety of rocks and minerals found in the different areas 
within our federation If you would be willing to serve, as 
an officer or a committee chairperson please let one of the 
Executive Committee members know, As always, go out 
find wonderful rocks, gems, minerals,and fossils. Be safe, 

stay hydrated and ROCK ON!  

 
 
 
Judi Allison -  
Secretary (Treasurer 
Pro Tem) 
 
Just as I am sitting here writing, 
there are so many things going 

through my mind that I need to stop and take a breath to 
gather my thoughts. Aaaah. . . There, now maybe I can 
think better. I want to bring out the important things in 
this newsletter as it is essentially the last one before the 
Federation Show and Meetings in Walla Walla, Washing-
ton. 

Please be certain to check the entire newsletter, as there 
will be information that is important for you to know. The 
minutes for the midyear meeting are included to refresh 
your memories about what we had discussed. Even though 
the agenda isn’t set for the annual meeting that will be 
held at the Marcus Whitman Club House on September 
5th, directors and contacts will receive copies prior to the 
meeting-hopefully by about August 25th. According to my 
sources, The Marcus Whitman Club should also have 
something in the newsletter to let you know about the 
‘happenings’. 

I am again including the bylaws revision proposal so all will 
have had every opportunity to read them. The credentials 
form is also in the newsletter so that you can print it and 
get it signed for your directors and delegates to bring to 
the meeting. Remember to send their name to our Cre-
dentials Chairs, Clara and Del Walker at cwalk12377 (at) 
gmail.com, so they will be looking for you. 

Although we lost one of our Executive Board members for 
personal reasons, we are happy to report we have that 
position covered for the moment. Past President, Jennifer 
Haley has agreed to step in as current 2nd Vice President 
to replace Gary Warren. Thanks to Gary for his efforts and 
service. We wish him will. 

We also have a well fit individual who has agreed to run 
for the 2nd Vice President position. Look for her bio in this 
edition. (Just a reminder. We always strive to offer at least 
one person for each incoming position, but additional indi-
viduals can put their names in for 2nd or 1st Vice Presi-
dent, if they decide that is something they wish to pursue.)  

Continued on page  3 



PAGE 3   NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.65 NO. 7

 

Letters From Our Committee Officers Continued: 

 

On a related note, we often have a difficult time finding 
folks, as we don’t know all the wonderful people in all the 
great clubs, so you can always be a great help. If you 
know of someone you feel would make a great officer of 
the NFMS, please feel free to pass the name on to us. We 
always respect the person’s refusal, if that is the out-
come. But sometimes folks don’t realize what great po-
tential they have. As individual members of clubs, you all 
have a much better handle on who those folks are. 

We also have a club that is willing to host the 2026 Show. 
It will fall in March, so the turnabout time is short. They 
will be working hard to get things set up for us and are 
greatly appreciated. We are working on the details and 
final approval of our Past Presidents, so we can present 
the proposal to the membership at the Annual meeting. 

As an Executive Board, we have been looking at the few 
suggestions for use of the expendable Endowment mon-
ey and have tossed around a few ideas that may be 
brought up at the Annual meeting. Remember, it is your 
Federation. You need to be involved in the decision about 
how to best utilize the funds for the good of all. 

I think I have about covered the things that were floating 
around in my head. I do want to close with a word of en-
couragement for all. First, I am going to do a bit of name 
dropping. A former President of NFMS-1995; Bill Smith, 
has returned from the Midwest to reside in Alaska. He 
has taken up active membership in the Chugach Club in 
Anchorage. This is a dedicated man. He is coming from 

Alaska as their Director and bringing two competitive dis-
plays. I simply bring this up to point out that if someone 
from Alaska can make it to the show in Walla Walla, 
Washington, perhaps it will encourage others closer to 
also carve out the time and effort to attend. We’ll be 
looking for you and are ready to greet you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Treasurer’s (pro tem) Message 

Yes, I am afraid I am still at the helm of your finances. 
And, yes, I have yet to figure out Excel. I need to give a 
big thanks to our current President, Lora Hall for helping 
me gather and pass on items for the accountant for tax 
purposes. We are still working through some things, but 
my mind is eased by having a competent person step in 
when dealing with such things. (And with the hopeful 
passing of the By-Laws revision-we will be looking at 
some more necessary financial paperwork for the tax 
year-a bit of fiscal gymnastics, so to speak.) 

My thanks also goes out to Larry Hulstrom, our Federa-
tion’s registered agent He has been a valuable asset. He 
has been instrumental in helping to get the Junior CDs in 
order and generally doing research and giving input re-
garding aspects of the Treasury. 

Thanks to the electronic newsletter, finances look good. 
With the donations the Juniors received last year through 
stamps and a disbanded club, their money continues to 
grow. We are working on renewing a CD for them that 
will add additional interest. Our Junior leader is looking 
forward to perhaps implementing some ideas she has 
been toying with. 

You will be seeing the proposed budget that is being pre-
pared by our current 1st Vice President when it is pre-
sented at the annual meeting. This helps determine what 
our financial needs are for the coming year. The agenda, 
when it is finished, will include the yearly income and ex-
penditure sheet. 

Again, I would much rather simply return to the position 
of “Your Secretary”. But I don’t want our finances to go 
into a disarray. With that being said, I ask again. Surely 
there must be someone out there with a love of num-
bers. . .I am waiting for you 
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Jennifer Haley -  
2nd Vice President (Interim) 
 

2026 NFMS 2nd VP Nominee: 
 

 June Dorning is a member in good standing of the Yakima Rock & Mineral Club, Inc., in Yakima, Washington currently 
serving as Vice President. June also serves as the club’s Show Co-chair (two years running) and as the NFMS Dele-
gate.  She joined the Yakima club in 2015 and served as the executive secretary and as hospitality chair. June volun-
teers at all the club events including running the spin-the-wheel game at the community Nile Valley Days, heading up 
the Show’s Club Booth that raises funds for local veterans, and helping with the Juniors program. 
 She writes: “I have been interested in rocks my whole life. My favorite rocks are lapis, malachite, fluorite and a whole 
bunch more. I am a gold prospector first and a Rockhound second, but they go hand-in-hand. When I get done volun-
teering, prospecting, and hunting rock, I have several fur babies that welcome me home. I would like to say Thank You 
for this opportunity to serve.” 
June is a member of the North Central Washington Prospectors, SWAUK Mining District Association, North Central Cas-
cade Mining (NCCM), Washington Small-Scale Miner’s Action Group (WASMAG), Washington State Mineral Council, 
and has been volunteering for the gold shows since 1987. 
 

 

 
In Loving Memory: 

 

Lauren Williams age 84 passed away peacefully at his home on March 31, 2025. 

He was born in Rexburg Idaho 4th child of Vernon and Thelma Williams. He grew up 
attending the Rexburg schools served an LDS mission and joined the army to serve his 
country and attended Rick's College where he met the love of his life- Shirlene Fur-
niss. They dated for a while and were married October 9,1964, for time and eternity 
in the Idaho Falls Temple. 

They lived in Salt Lake City for a little while and welcomed a baby boy on June 29, 1972, and then moved back 
to Idaho Falls where he worked at the INL until he retired. 

He loved to fly airplanes, rock climbing and rock hounding, he also for a while was the president of the Ameri-
can Federation of Mineralogical societies. 

He is proceeded in death by his parents, 2 sisters and 1 brother. 

He leaves behind his wife Shirlene, son Troy (Jill) Williams of Idaho Falls, Idaho 7 grandchildren and 13 great 
grandchildren. 

Graveside services will be held at the Sugar City Cemetery, 804 North 16th East, Sugar City, Idaho 83448, 
Monday April 7, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. Military Honors will be conducted by Madison Veterans and Idaho Honor 
Guard. 
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    Did You See It, in Your Neck of the Woods?                                                                     
AFMS Historian - Jennifer Haley, Chairman 

Over this past 4th of July weekend, I was watching televi-

sion, when a commercial came on for Physician’s Mutual 

Insurance. “Lo and behold,” the whole ad was centered 

around the joy of being a rockhound. I just loved it be-

cause, for one it was about how fun our hobby is, secondly 

it had a great sense of humor about leaverites for begin-

ners. This is the second time our hobby has received multi-

million dollar free advertising. This insurance company 

spends about $100 million on their annual advertising. 

The previous time our hobby received free advertising was 

in a Facebook ad during the 2020 Superbowl called, “I 

Wanna Rock, Ready to Rock?” There is a full article in the 

AFMS April 2020 newsletter under my historian article 

about it. Not only were we featured during the football 

game, this ad was also shown during the Oscars! So, let it 

in, we’ve hit the big times folks and are being noticed! 

Back in 2020, 101 million people watched the Superbowl, 

and 23.6 million people watched the Oscars. Facebook 

spent 2.6 million dollars on that ad, and recreational rock-

hounding received a full 60 seconds of recognition. Do the 

math, that’s a lot of money they spent on us because Fa-

cebook and this insurance company recognized our hobby 

is worth the money being focused in their advertising cam-

paigns. This is great news to share with your club mem-

bers, because our hobby is very alive and well in these 

company’s eyes for them to feature us. We’ve been given 

a huge PR boost for the potential of increasing our club 

memberships now, as more people are becoming aware of 

us. The time is ripe for putting our energy into creating 

these new memberships. 

Joy in Retirement with Beth K. – Physicians Mutual Commercial  

Facebook: Groups - Ready to Rock? - 2020 Super Bowl Com-

mercial  

AFMS Newsletter 2020-04.pdf - Google Drive  

 

 

 

 

 

The Importance of Good Footwear 

Good footwear is important. There is nothing worse than 

when your feet hurt. It can affect your mood and your 

health. Poor fitting shoes can even affect your posture. 

The effects of poor footwear can be long-lasting. In my 

younger years I wore shoes without support which led to 

plantar fasciitis and painful bone spurs and took years to 

correct. 

Our feet endure tremendous pressure throughout the day, 

bearing the weight of our body with each step. Shoes that 

lack appropriate support or are ill-fitting can lead to a 

range of issues, including: 

· Bunions, corns, and calluses caused by friction or pres-

sure 

· Plantar fasciitis resulting from inadequate arch support 

· Heel spurs 

· Ingrown toenails and blisters 

· Stress fractures and tendonitis 

Properly designed footwear helps distribute weight even-

ly, supports natural foot mechanics, and reduces the risk 

of such injuries. 

Find good quality hiking boots that have a proper fit and 

support. 

Cushioning and shock absorption will minimize the impact 

of walking reducing stress on your joints and muscles. 

Breathability will allow air circulation to help prevent 

moisture buildup. 

Good footwear is crucial for overall health, not just foot 

health. Proper shoes provide essential support, cushion-

ing, and stability, reducing strain on your feet, ankles, 

knees, and hips. This can prevent injuries, improve pos-

ture, and even positively impact conditions like diabetes 

and arthritis. 

Remember wear good shoes on your field trips. 

Kathryn Larson                                                                     

NFMS Safety Chair 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vcfn6jJ4gDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rpxqja0zD5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rpxqja0zD5Y
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sZMO-ltdlUcFfC7gMZlQN-35iKdmkaPm/view
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Crack the News: The AFMS Newsletter for Juniors 

The latest edition of Crack the News, the AFMS newsletter 
written by kids and teens for kids and teens is now availa-
ble at https://www.juniors.amfed.org/juniors-newsletter. 
In this edition, juniors from around the country wrote 
about the AFMS Code of Ethics, ammonites and nautilus-
es, poetry about minerals and fossils, fluorescent rocks, 
coquina, a museum tour, hand-crafted jewelry, and fa-
mous gemstones. 

Plus, you can read about the prehistoric mammal An-
drewsarchus. It’s so much fun to see the variety of rock-

hounding interests our jun-
iors have.                                     
Be sure to send every junior 
in your club a copy to read. 

Every junior who contrib-
utes to Crack the News re-
ceives a patch featuring 
George the Geode, the 
mascot of the newsletter. 
Encourage the kids and 
teens in your club to send 

an article, poem, artwork, or photos for the next edition. 

Starting with the next issue, we will feature an article from 
a junior about their juniors club, including photos of their 
activities. Perhaps one of your juniors would like to write 
about their juniors club. 

Details about where to send your contribution are at 
https://www.juniors.amfed.org/juniors-newsletter; just 
scroll down to the section “Calling all junior journalists, 
writers, poets, photographers, and artists...” Not only will 
your juniors receive a George the Geode patch, but they 
can share their knowledge and excitement about rocks, 
minerals, and fossils with kids and teens across the coun-
try. 

Dennis Gertenbach                                                              
Crack the News Editor 

 

 

 

 

How to contribute to the NFMS Annual Show: 

To our Northwest friends, More than a year ago we voted 
to host the NFMS show and have been holding monthly 
organizational meetings since. We are excited and have 
been working hard to make this a show and conference 
that all NFMS attendees will be proud of. We are hoping 
that you will plan to come to our September 5, 6 and 7 
Show. If you come over and would like to help out for a 
few hours at the silent auction, or kids section or welcom-
ing visitors at the front desk, please give me an email. Just 
let me know which day and morning or afternoon would 
work for you. We would love to have your help and I think 
you will enjoy it. We could use some extra cool rocks for 
our live auction on Sunday afternoon. Doug Tru will be our 
auctioneer, all proceeds go to the NFMS. We will also have 
a silent auction running both days and would welcome any 
donations. The proceeds will be split between the Marcus 
Whit man Gem and Minerals Society and the NFMS. We 
would love to see more competitive and non-competitive 
cases entered this year. If you would like to enter a non-
competitive case, please email me before August 12. You 
will also need to fill out a form that is in this newsletter. If 
you would like to enter a competitive case please email 
Larry Hulstrom (rockhound132@charter.net) before Au-
gust 12. You will also need to fill out a form that is in this 
newsletter and mail it to him. Looking forward to seeing 
you. 

Warren Rood,  

Co-chairman Marcus Whitman Gem and Mineral Society 
Walla Walla, Washington  

Warrrenrood(at)yahoo.com 
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Additional Information for the Marcus Whitman Gem 

and Mineral Society’s NFMS Rock Show 

Vendors, We are excited to announce that the Marcus 

Whitman Gem and Mineral Society in Walla Walla, WA, 

will be hosting this year's NFMS Rock Show. We are plan-

ning on expanding our vendor opportunities by offering 

outdoor spaces for vendors to showcase their products. If 

you are interested in one of these outdoor vendor spaces, 

please don’t hesitate to reach out for information. We 

would love to have you join us! For inquiries and to get on 

our vendor mailing list, please contact:  

Dennis English Vendor Chairman  

Email: dennisenglish(at)gmail.com Phone: 206-890-3903  

 

Fellow rockhounds,  

As we are gearing up for Summer and field trips, that means 
there are only a few months left until this year’s NFMS Annu-
al Show! The Marcus Whitman Gem and Mineral Society is 
excited to host this year’s festivities. We have rounded up the 
largest number of dealers we have ever hosted, set aside 
extra space for competitive cases and demonstrators, and 
secured a wonderful location for this year’s banquet. We do 
need some help from you, however! During the mid-year 
meeting, we handed out registration packets and information 
about the show. If you missed the meeting, those forms are 

also available on our website at: https://www.marcuswhitmangem.com/nfms-2025. You may also download 
the Competitive and Non-Competitive Display forms on our website. 

To aid us in our planning, we are asking that you fill out your registration forms ASAP. We understand that life 
can get away from us, especially in spring and summer, but we don’t want to miss you at the show! In particu-
lar, for the Friday LUNCHEON and Saturday night BANQUET, we are asking that you let us know by JUNE 
15TH whether you are opting to join us. We hope that you do, as we will be offering catering for the Friday 
meeting, and be dining at the landmark Marcus Whitman Hotel on Saturday! Once you have filled out your 
registration, I would recommend securing yourself a place to stay, and you will be all set for September. We’ll 
be sending another message or two like this out, and you’ll be able to give yourself a pat on the back; a well 
deserved pat at that! 

Be seeing you soon, Sydnee Morehouse                                                                                               
MWGMS Webmaster info(at)marcuswhitmangem.com 



PAGE 12  NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.65 NO. 7

 



PAGE 13   NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.65 NO. 7

 



PAGE 14  NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.65 NO. 7

 

Continued on page 10 



PAGE 15   NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.65 NO. 7

 



PAGE 16  NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.65 NO. 7

 

 



PAGE 17   NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.65 NO. 7

 



PAGE 18  NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.65 NO. 7

 



PAGE 19   NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.65 NO. 7

 

Sept 6th & 7th  

Southern WA 
Mineralogical 

Society 

Longview Fairgrounds - Cowlitz 
County Event Center 

Greg Larson - (503) 421-3877 

Sat  10 - 5 1900 7th Ave. Vicki Johnson - (360) 751-8031 

Sun  10 - 4 Longview, WA 98632 vickijrocks(at)msn.com 

Oct 4th & 5th  

Marysville 
Rock and 
Gem Club 

Evergreen State Fairgrounds Brian Murril 

Sat  10 - 5 14405 179th Ave. SE Bldg. #500 425-346-9313 

Sun  10 - 5 Monroe, WA 98270 bmurril(at)aol.com 

Sept 6th & 7th  
Marcus 

Whitman Gem 
& Mineral 
Society 

Walla Walla Fairgrounds Pavillion 
& Event Center 

Warren Rood - (509) 876-7498 

Sat  10 - 5 363 Orchard Street Janel Lacey - (541) 276-9730 

Sun  10 - 5 Walla Walla, WA 99362 
warren.rood(at)yahoo.com           

jclaw6461(at)gmail.com 

Oct 3rd - 5th 

Portland 
Regional Gem 

and Mineral 
Show 

Wingspan Event and Conference 
Center (Westside Commons) 

Roberta Hanson 

Fri  10 - 6 801 NE 34th Ave. prgmsa.president(at)gmail.com 

Sat  10 - 6 Hillsboro, OR 97124 503-449-3543 

Sun  10 - 5   

Oct 25th & 26th  

Chugach Gem 
and Mineral 

Society 

Midtown Mall Paul Burger 

Sat  10 - 6:30 600 E. Northern Lights Blvd. cavemonpaul@hotmail.com 

Sun  12 - 5:30 Anchorage, AK 99514  

Aug 16th & 17th  

Maplewood 
Rock and 

Gem Show 

Maplewood Rock and Gem 
Clubhouse 

Michele McGraw 

Sat  10 - 5 8802 196th St. SW 
shows.maplewoodrockngem  

@gmail.com 

Sun  10 - 5 Edmonds, WA 98026 info@maplewoodrockclub.com 

Oct 25th & 26th  

Springfield 
Thunderegg 
Rock Club 

Willamalane Adult Activity Center Jen McCall 

Sat  10 - 5 215 West C Street scotnjen59(at)gmail.com 

Sun  10 - 3 Springfield, OR 97477 
www.springfieldthundereggrock

club.org 
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Dec 6th & 7th  

Maplewood 
Rock and 

Gem Show 

Maplewood Rock and Gem 
Clubhouse 

Michele McGraw 

Sat  10 - 5 8802 196th St. SW 
shows.maplewoodrockngem  

@gmail.com 

Sun  10 - 5 Edmonds, WA 98026 info@maplewoodrockclub.com 
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Rock Of The Month: Hematite 

Hematite, an iron oxide mineral, is a favorite among collectors for its striking metallic luster and wide variety 

of crystal habits. While it commonly appears as earthy, reddish-brown masses, the most desirable specimens 

display mirror-like, steel-gray crystals. These brilliant, tabular crystals often occur in clusters or rosettes, 

sometimes referred to as “iron roses,” making them especially prized. Hematite forms in sedimentary, meta-

morphic, and igneous environments, with notable localities including Minas Gerais in Brazil, Elba Island in 

Italy, and the iron mines of Michigan in the United States. 

Historically, hematite was one of the earliest ores mined for iron, dating back thousands of years. Its name 

comes from the Greek word haima, meaning “blood,” due to the red streak the mineral leaves when scratched. 

Ancient peoples also used hematite as a pigment in cave paintings and early artwork. During the 19th and 20th 

centuries, hematite was a critical industrial resource, fueling the steel industry and global development. Today, 

while it remains an important ore of iron, collectors seek hematite for its brilliant metallic surfaces and well-

formed crystals, which often accompany quartz and other minerals. 

For collectors, hematite offers both beauty and durability. Its high density and metallic gleam make it an eye-

catching display piece, while the variety of crystal habits, ranging from botryoidal formations to sharp hexago-

nal plates, adds diversity to any collection. Some of the finest specimens feature hematite with golden rutile 

inclusions or association with red jasper, creating visually stunning combinations. Whether admired for its role 

in human history or its dazzling crystal forms, hematite is a must-have for serious mineral enthusiasts. 

Jessica Himple                                                                                                                                                          

Everett Rock and Gem Club                                                                                                                                      

Editor for NFMS Newsletter 

"Hematite." Mindat.org, Hudson Institute of Mineralogy, www.mindat.org/min-1856.html.  

 Pseudobrookite, Hematite                         

74 Draw deposits, Sierra County, New 

Mexico, USA (Picture by: Jerry Cone) 

"Hematite." Encyclopedia Britannica, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., www.britannica.com/science/hematite.  

Rutile, Hematite - Novo Horizonte, 

Bahia, Brazil (Picture by: Gery 

Parent) 
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Minutes of the Midyear Meeting: April 26, 2025 

President, Lora Hall called the meeting to order with The Pledge of Allegiance. Having no three-dimensional 

flag, she shared one on the computer. Following the pledge, she introduced the Executive Board: Herself; Mi-

chael Rhodes, 1st Vice President, Judi Allison, Secretary/Treasurer pro tem, and online attendees; Gary 

Warren, 2nd Vice President; Evan Day, Parliamentarian; and Darrell Coyle, Bylaws Revision committee. 

Past Presidents attending were Darrell Coyle, Larry Hulstrom, Ronna Watkins and Judi Allison. Ronna 

will be taking on her position of AFMS President the first of November. 

Michael then took over to have the balance of the membership present introduce themselves: Mike 

McConnell and his wife Janie from Northern Idaho, James Finckbone from Northern Idaho, Kathy Larson 

from Lakeside; Jerry and Mary Lou Northrup from Hells Canyon; Anna McKinney from Marysville, (also a 

member of the Everett Club); June Dorning Yakima; Clara and Del Walker Prineville, Josh Hulstrom from 

Lakeside; Vicki and Emmett Johnson from Southern Washington; Jim Brain, Club at Large, Dennis English, 

Marcus Whitman; Janel Lacey, Marcus Whitman. (Twenty-five attendees from 13 clubs.) 

Evan Day then offered an invocation for the meeting to be productive and for all to be safe in their activities 

and travels. 

Lora Hall called for a moment of silence to honor those we have lost during the last year. (The list is at the 

end of the reports.) 

The next order of business was to go over the reports. Lora stated she had nothing to add to the President’s 

report she provided. 

(If a committee is not mentioned in this listing, either there was no report, or the Chairperson was let-

ting the report stand as written.) 

Judi added that the Treasurer report did not reflect the mileage reimbursement for this meeting, the cost of 

the Directories ($240) the cost of printing ($140) and rental of the room. ($420) 

Michael commented that when the bylaws revision is voted on and hopefully passed, he will need adjust the 

budget to reflect the additional 4 months in this fiscal year. 

Janel showed off the Directories. Sadly, a mistake was found with the numbering as the first three pages had 

been omitted. After some discussion (and a later final decision by the executive board) it was decided that Judi 

will email them to the clubs through the newsletter and director contacts. Janel went on to explain the process 

to get the directory done and to the membership for this meeting. She stated she was disappointed. The mem-

bership let her know she did a great job and it was okay. We will work it out and move forward. 

Jim Brain spoke about the Endowment Fund stating that we made a minimal gain. In April the daily fluctua-

tions were in the 10,000s up and down. At the time of the meeting we were within $2 of what we had Septem-

ber 1st. 

Lora mentioned that we had word that our Historian, Robert Dalton, was moving. Ronna has agreed to house 

the historic materials. We just need a plan and a time to get them to her. It will need to be done sometime later 

in May or in June. We will pay for a trailer, or whatever is needed and can provide some reimbursement to a 

couple of helpers. (I am working on this, but if you have some suggestions, please let me know-Judi) 

Lora spoke for our Junior Chairperson, Jennifer Fitch. How can we make it easier for our Juniors to apply 

for the Junior Achievement Award? The committee is in the process of revamping the requirements. A short 

discussion followed. Anna McKinney stated that this was a thing from the 
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past. Lora stated there is some disconnect if a club is not registered with the AFMS badge program. The 

AFMS badge program and Junior committee is now more active. Janel stated that the directory shows their 

club has 20 Juniors, but only 3-4 show up at Junior meetings. Judi stated that the AFMS is introducing a new 

Sand Badge. Ronna commented that the Juniors were very active at the Hermiston Show last year. James 

Finckbone about how to reach the website - www.juniors.amfed.org. Lora said the NFMS Chair is working on 

a contest for the kids to create a Northwest Federation patch. Keep your eyes and ears open. 

Speaking for the Nominating Committee, Lora stated we need a 2nd Vice President and a Treasurer. She 

assured folks that, even though one might feel they are getting into something they can’t handle, it really is a 

pretty simple and rewarding thing to go through the chairs. Please bring it up to your club members. 

Josh Hulstrom stated that they did not have any entries for the competitive displays yet. You can find the 

forms on the website now. (And they will be coming out in the newsletter.) 

Larry Hulstrom stated we need a bid for the 2026 Show. Anna McKinney said she would ask the Marysville 

Club. Judi pointed out there is a new, simpler “How to put on a Federation Show” Guide on the website. She 

also offered to come to a club meeting and speak to the membership. James Finckbone ask if a show of only 8 

dealers was too small, as he thought that was what Marcus Whitman was going to have. At the moment they 

have 15 inside dealers. This is one of the points discussed in the new guidelines. The Federation wants to work 

with the clubs to help create a good show with the least number of issues and disruptions. Please consider 

hosting a show. There is a bit more work, but with the proper planning, you can increase your profits-and meet 

some new rockhound enthusiasts. We need bids for years beyond 2026, so you might consider that. 

Judi Allison reminded folks to choose their Rockhound of the Year and pass the information on so those un-

sung adults and juniors can be honored. 

Kathy Larson introduced herself as the new Safety Chairperson. Look for some articles and tips from her in 

the coming newsletters. 

Lora gave kudos to Mary Lou and Jerry Northrup for their awesome job of choosing Scholarship awardees 

through the AFMS Scholarship program. 

Ronna Watkins passed out her report for inclusion in this packet. She stated the Slide-Video Library will not 

be asking for any additional funds beyond what was already allocated. You can read the report for details. 

Some folks had stamps to turn in. After a short discussion about what stamps were most desirable, it was sug-

gested that the Stamp Chairmen write an article for the newsletter to clarify the best stamps for resale and 

those that need not be sent at all. Judi will contact them with the request. 

Judi spoke a bit about the Website Contest and the fact that the rules have been rewritten with new criteria. 

One of the questions was whether the site was ADA compliant. One can google an app to check their website. 

Ronna gave a report about the AFMS Show and Convention in Hickory, North Carolina March 26-30. She 

also mentioned the new Sand Badge for Juniors. The conventions are a rewarding time spent with like-minded 

people from all over the country. The AFMS Show next year will be in St Charles, Illinois May23-26, hosted 

by the Midwest Federation. 

Ronna gave Judi the prize she had won at the AFMS Show in California last year from the AFMS Scholarship 

fund. This is the fund that provides scholarships for two graduate students in the field of science. Each of 6 

Federations chooses two students. That was what Mary Lou and Jerry were 
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doing as the Honorees for the Scholarship fund. Judi explained the process of buying tickets or donating an 

item as a prize. Prizes are to have a value of at least $75. The gift was a pair of stemmed glasses made from 

onyx and lapis. 

Bylaws Revisory Committee: Darrell Coyle and Jim Brain 

Judi pointed out to those present that Darrell and Jim had put a great deal of time and effort into correcting 

and updating the Bylaws. The changes will be voted on at the Annual meeting, and with approval go into ef-

fect. One of the key changes is adjusting the fiscal year to align with the calendar year. This will make more 

sense for Camp Hancock and the timing of the Federation Shows. It will also simplify reporting to the IRS. 

Darrell thanked Jim for all his knowledge and help. He pointed out that changes were made to make it easier 

to read with more modern language. He also stated that Larry Hulstrom has offered to read it for format and 

details of print so that it will be presented in the best light possible. Jim commented that he couldn’t believe 

how many ways the word “bylaws” was written. Now it is consistent. Their work also standardized the defini-

tion of the term “Junior”. Please take time to review all their work so you will be an informed voter at the an-

nual meeting. 

Michael Rhodes commented that a motion to amend the bylaws is a binding statement. Darrell will get with 

Evan to be certain the wording is correct in the proposal being brought forward. Evan stated a committee can 

divide the question. It doesn’t have to be presented in one lump sum. James Finckbone asked about the budget 

because of the additional 4 months. Michael explained that the plan is to close out the year the end of August 

and create a new section from September 1 through December 31. Evan pointed out it is simply an adjust-

ment. 

Lora asked if there was any more business (as she was hungry and wanted one of those sausage dogs.) 

Anna McKinney announced that the Washington State Mineral Council needs officers. The may lose its stand-

ings through the state if the positions are not filled. 

Janel Lacey invited all to the NFMS Show “Petrified in the West: Exploring Ancient Woods” in Walla 

Walla September 6-7, with meetings taking place on the 5th. They have fifteen dealers inside and have spots 

available outside. The advance packets included information on wineries, restaurants, shopping and events as 

well as chocolate rocks. Janel informed the membership that The Marcus Whitman Club is a tenant of their 

clubhouse and there are people who live there, so when going to meetings or the luncheon Please drive 

sloooww (5mph) 

Lora reminded folks to be vigilant about scammers. She recently got a text that included a spreadsheet with 

officers names and a dollar amount. The request was, “We just need your social security number.” 

Clara moved the meeting be adjourned. With a couple of seconds from others, Lora deemed the meeting 

closed. She was off to get her sausage dog. 
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NORTHWEST FEDERATION  

OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES  

BYLAWS  

DELETE.  With changes in the Standing Rules as Recorded by the General Assembly during the 
1980 Business Meeting of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., Boise, Idaho.    

  
ARTICLE 1  

   
DELETE THE ENTIRE TEXT OF THE SECTION AS IT DUPLICATES WHAT IS IN THE FIRST 

PART OF THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION.  
Name and Registered Office    

Section 1. The Name of this Organization shall be: Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Socie-
ties, Inc. ADDED hereafter referred to as the Federation in these bylaws.  

Section 2. The principal place of business of this corporation and its Post Office address shall be 
UPDATED WITH 5409 W 26

th
 Ave., Kennewick, Washington, 99338.  ADDED Larry 

Holstrom is the Federation’s Designated Agent relative to business dealings with 
the State of Washington.  

  
REPLACE WITH   
Basic Information  

Section 1. The Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies, hereafter referred to as 
the Federation, was incorporated in the State of Washington on April 10, 
1950.  As a Washington corporation the Federation must have a business ad-
dress and Representative Agent residing in the State of Washington.  

Section 2. This document will serve as the current bylaws of the federation and includes 
changes in the general text as were approved at the Convention of Delegates at 
the Annual Meeting of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc at 
Walla Walla, WA on September 12-14, 2025.  

  
  

ARTICLE II  
General Purposes  

Section 1. To bring about closer association of the earth science societies.  
Section 2. To hold, through Member Societies, conventions with suitable programs and exhibits 

for the benefit of the members and the general public. Programs shall be planned that 
are directed to educational purposes in the form of guest speakers, seminars, demon-
strations, etc.  

Section 3. To cooperate with the various State Departments of Mines and Mining, in order to pro-
mote knowledge of the mineral resources of the different states.  

Section 4. To assemble, for exhibition purposes, suitable collections to show at exhibitions.  
Section 5. To assist in the preservation of all mineral collecting areas. To become actively involved in 

locating and obtaining new mineral collecting sites for the use of member clubs. To aid in creating a 

favorable public image this Federation has  
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pledged itself to the practice of better outdoor manners by adopting the AFMS Code of Ethics. 
REPLACE ORIGINAL TEXT WITH  Any use of the AFMS Code of Ethics by the 
NFMS will include the NFMS insignia.  The NFMS, Inc., officially supports the multi-
ple use of our natural resources in a manner that will preserve and protect our public 
lands for their best use. DELETE  (As amended June 22, 1990)  

Section 6. To cooperate with similar Federations.  
Section 7. This Federation is to function on a non-political, amateur basis.  
Section 8. This Federation shall be nonprofit in its operation, and its activities shall be directed 

exclusively to cultural, educational and scientific purposes, the net income of this Fed-
eration shall not insure in whole or in part to any individual or individuals nor shall any 
distribution of income or assets of the Federation be given to other organizations creat-
ed for like or similar purposes.  

  
  

ARTICLE III  
  
Affiliations  

Section 1. This Federation is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, 
Inc. (AFMS)  

a) The President and 1
st
 Vice President will serve as representatives to, and become Di-

rectors of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. If the President or 
1

st
 Vice President are unable to attend the American Federation of Mineralogical Socie-

ties meeting, it shall be the duty of the Executive Board to appoint an alternate voting 
delegate for that annual AFMS meeting.  

b) The Northwest Federation shall annually pay dues, as levied, to the American Federa-
tion of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., for dues for each member in good standing in the 
Northwest Federation.  

c) Delegates to the American Federation conventions will be allowed a mileage rate in the 
amount no greater than the then current round trip economy air fare by the most direct 
route, or if direct air service is not available, then by current I.R. S. mileage, by the 
most direct usually traveled route.  

d)  Selection of the NFMS Representative CHANGED on TO to the AFMS Executive 
Board. The NFMS Executive Secretary shall supervise selection of the NFMS Repre-
sentative to the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) Executive 
Board in the following manner.  

Eligibility: The current NFMS President and all Past Presidents in good 
standing in a Member Society shall be eligible as candidates for this office.   
Nominations. The Secretary, in the year an NFMS Representative is required 
to be selected to the AFMS Executive Board, shall determine by mail the will-
ingness of each potential candidate to serve.  
Election: The Secretary shall prepare and mail a written ballot to each eligi-
ble member, from part (a), above. A majority vote is necessary for election. If 
a vote is not reached on the first ballot, a second ballot with the names of the 
candidates receiving the two (2) highest number of votes shall be prepared 
and mailed to each eligible member again. The name of the winning candi-
date shall be submitted by mail to AFMS Nominating Committee.  
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Replacements: In the event that it becomes necessary for any reason, in-
cluding out of the Northwest Federation, to replace the representative prior 
to the end of the required AFMS term, replacement shall be made by the 
same procedure.  

  
Section 5. This Federation may affiliate with other similar organizations upon a two-thirds (2/3) 

vote of the delegates at any Annual Meeting, PROVIDED that written notice be given 
each member Society at least four (4) months in advance.  

  
ARTICLE IV  

Fiscal Year  
Section 1. CHANGED TEXT TO READ: Effective January 2026 the fiscal year for the Federa-

tion shall be from January 1st thru December 31
st

 of each calendar year. The 
books shall be closed and audited as of December 31

st
 of each year.  An interim 

financial report shall be prepared for the Annual Meeting.  
  

ARTICLE V  
Membership  

Section 1. Membership in this Federation shall be open to qualified Societies in the states of 
Washington, Oregon, Alaska, Montana, Idaho, that portion of Utah which lies north of 
41 degrees North Latitude, and such Canadian Societies in the provinces of British Co-
lumbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan as desire to affiliate.  
The Northwest Federation will not solicit clubs outside those boundaries. Should a club 
outside these boundaries apply for membership in the Northwest Federation, the Sec-
retary of the AFMS and the secretary of the Federation within whose boundaries that 
club is located will be advised at least sixty (60) days before that club is considered for 
acceptance by the Northwest Federation.  

Section 2. Membership in the Federation shall be open to all organized amateur mineral, geologi-
cal and gem societies in the Northwest, including duly organized Junior Societies.  

Section 3. Junior Societies shall be composed entirely of persons eighteen (18) years of age or 
less: These Societies shall be admitted to full membership.  

Section 4. An amateur Society is one which is interested in lapidary, art metalcraft, jewelry, pale-
ontology, geology, archeology or the study and collecting of minerals solely for the 
pleasure and the educational, social and physical benefits that it derives therefrom.  

Section 5. Amateur societies desiring admission to the Federation shall apply, in writing, to the 
Executive Secretary, giving the name of its president and of its secretary, the number 
of members and the purposes and objectives of the society.  

Section 6. Upon a Society’s request for membership in the Northwest Federation, the Executive 
Officers of the Federation only, shall vote on that Society’s tentative admission into the 
Federation. And upon payment of dues, these Societies shall have the same privileges 
as other member Societies until the next Convention of Delegates at which time they 
shall be voted on and accepted or rejected.  

Section 7. Any Member Society desiring to withdraw from the Federation, shall make such inten-
tion known by written notice to the Executive Secretary, which notice shall be signed by 
the Officers and Director of the Society. Notice of such withdrawal shall then be sent by 
the Executive Secretary to each member society in the Federation.  
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Section 8. Should the attitude or conduct of any Member Society at any time be considered ex-
tremely detrimental to the welfare of the Federation, such Member Society may be sus-
pended by a majority vote of the Assembly of Directors at a special meeting called by 
the President, such suspension to be effective until action is taken by the Delegates at 
following Annual Meeting. A suspended Member Society may be reinstated or expelled 
by majority vote by ballot at any Annual Meeting PROVIDED that written notice has 
been given to the Secretary of the suspended Society, so that its representatives may 
appear to show cause for reinstatement.  

  
ARTICLE VI  

Dues  
Section 1. Dues of the adult member societies shall be on the basis of three dollars and fifty 

cents ($3.50) per member of the Member Society and the dues of the Junior Member 
Societies shall be on the basis of one dollar ($1.00) per member of the Society. Such 
dues shall be due and payable to the Treasurer on the first day of each calendar year 
and shall be based upon the membership roster of the Society as of December 31, of 
the year just closed.  

Section 2. New adult societies joining the Federation shall pay three dollars and fifty cents 
($3.50) per member per calendar year, and new junior societies joining the Federation 
shall pay one dollar per member per calendar year, or fraction thereof, with the excep-
tion that societies joining the Federation between the close of the annual meeting and 
the calendar year shall be extended the courtesy of having dues paid during this period 
be considered as payment in full for the entire following calendar year.  

Section 3. Should any Member Society fail to remit its dues for the current year by February 15, 
such Society shall not be considered in good standing and may not be listed in the 
Federation directory for that year. Any Member Society failing to pay its dues by June 
1

st
 shall be dropped from the roll.    

Section 4. Should such Society desire readmission, it shall apply for membership in the usual 
manner.  

ARTICLE VII  
Government  
 Part A. Qualification of Officers, Directors, Delegates and Appointees.  

Section 1. All Officers, Directors, Delegates and Appointees shall be members of a Member Soci-
ety in good standing, except that no Junior Member may hold an Executive Office.  

Part B. Officers  
Section 1. The Officers of the Federation shall consist of the President, 1

st
 Vice President, 2

nd
 

Vice President, Executive Secretary and Treasurer.  
Section 2. These Officers shall constitute the Executive Board.  
Section 3. The Executive Board shall carry out all authorized business of the Federation.  
Section 4. Vacancies in office shall be filled by appointment of the President, with approval of the 

Executive Board.  
  
Part C. Convention of Delegates  

Section 1. The Convention of Delegates is an assembly of individuals representing each 
Member Societies who meet annually to approve actions that affect the overall 
operation of the Federation as further may be specified in these bylaws.  
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Section 2. Each Member Society shall be represented at the Annual Meeting (Convention 
of Delegates) by no more than two (2) individuals who serve as delegates and 
are the official representatives of their home society.  One delegate will also 
serve as a director and represent their Society as a member of the Assembly of 
Directors.   

Section 3. Individual delegates are to be selected in any manner the Member Society may 
decide.    

Section 4. Each delegate has one vote.   
  
Part D. Assembly of Directors    

Section 1. The Assembly of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the Federation, who 
shall act as Officers of the Assembly, and one (1) Director from each Member So-
ciety, to be selected in any manner the Member Society may decide.    

Section 2 The term of office of the Society Directors shall be for one (1) year.  
Section 3. Each member of the Assembly of Directors shall have only one (1) vote, even 

though he/she may be representing more than one (1) society.  
Section 4. Duties of the Assembly of Directors are specified in other sections throughout 

these bylaws.  
Section 5. One third (1/3) of the Assembly of Directors meetings is needed to constitute a 

quorum for conducting assigned business.  
Section 6. No proxy votes will be accepted.  

  
Part E. Election of Officers  

Section 1. Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Annual Meeting, the President, with the ap-
proval of the Executive Board, shall appoint, from the qualified members in good 
standing of any Member Society in the Federation, five (5) persons with at least one (1) 
from each of the Northwestern states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Utah and Washing-
ton who shall constitute the Nominating Committee.  

Section 2. The Nominating Committee shall act to nominate for each elective office of the Feder-
ation for the ensuing year, with the exception of the Office of President, one (1) or more 
qualified Federation Society members in good standing who have expressed their will-
ingness to accept the responsibilities of the office. For the Office of President, the 
Nominating Committee shall nominate only one candidate, and it shall be customary to 
nominate the current 1

st
 Vice President for the Office of President.  

Section 3. Such nominations with a list of qualifications of each candidate, shall be mailed to 
each Federation Member Society at least ninety (90) days prior to the Annual Meeting; 
copies shall also be available at the Annual Meeting where the Nominating Committee 
shall make its report. Other nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting. 
The election of officers shall be by majority vote at the meeting.  

Section 4. Elections shall be by ballot except in the case of single nominee, when this rule shall 
automatically be suspended and the nominee shall be declared elected by the Presid-
ing Officer. The term of office shall be for one (1) year beginning   January 1st, or as 
soon thereafter as new Officers are elected and installed.  

Section 5 No person may serve more than one (1) term in sequence as President of the NFMS 
and it shall be customary, but not mandatory, to promote the current 1

st
 Vice President 

to the Office of President.  
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Section 6. No two members of the same family can serve on the Executive Board during any 
term.  

Section 7. Fulfillment of the duties of the Nomination Committee shall be the responsibility of the 
Nominating Committee Chairman.  
  

ARTICLE VIII  
Meetings  
Part A. The Convention of Delegates (Annual Meeting)  

Section 1. The Executive Board and Convention of Delegates constitute the voting body of 
the Federation.   

Section 2.  A meeting of the Executive Board and Convention of Delegates shall be con-
vened at a time chosen by the host society whose bid for the Annual Meeting 
and Show has been accepted by a majority vote of the Assembly of Directors. 
(The date of the Annual Meeting and Show shall have no effect on the fiscal or 
the operations year of the Federation.)  

Section 3. All business of the Federation shall be transacted at the Annual Meeting by 
the  Executive Board and Convention of Delegates, except such business as 
may be specifically assigned to the Assembly of Directors or the Executive 
Board.  

Section 3. Before being seated at any Convention of Delegates, all Delegates shall be re-
quired to have on file with the Credentials Committee, authorizations being 
signed by the President and Secretary of the Society they represent.  

Section 4 Delegates present at any Annual Meeting shall constitute a quorum for conduct-
ing business and making decisions.  

Section 5. No Delegate may represent more than one Member Society.  
Section 6. No Proxy votes will be accepted from delegates.  
Section 7. Standing Committee Chairpersons may attend and present their committee re-

ports to the Executive Board and delegates.  
Section 8. Appointees to special committees may participate in business discussions but 

not vote.  
Section 9 Other individuals who are members of the Federation in good standing may at-

tend to observe.  
  

Part B. Special Meeting  
Section 1. After the Annual Meeting the newly elected President may convene a meeting of 

the Assembly of Directors to transact any business assigned to them by the del-
egates at the Convention of Delegates.  

Section 2. The President, or any seven (7) Member Societies may call a Special Meeting of 
the Assembly of Directors for an emergency.   

Section 3.  One third (1/3) of the membership of the Assembly of Directors shall constitute 
a quorum when the Special Meeting is assembled.   

Section 4 Special Meetings may be called by the President by mail, for the purpose of 
transacting any business within the authority of the Assembly of Directors.  

Section 5. A majority of the membership of the Assembly of Directors shall constitute a 
quorum when making decisions when meeting by mail.  

  
Part C. Mid-Year Meeting  

Section 1. Mid-Year meetings are for the benefit of the Executive Board and are open to any Feder-
ation member.   
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Section 2.  Directors and delegates may attend to present items or issues their home society wants to 
bring before the Executive Board for discussion.   

Section 2.  Standing Committees chairpersons are invited to attend to present updates on committee 
activities.   

Section 3. It is an opportunity for open discussions of business related items that may warrant inclu-
sion in the agenda for the next annual meeting.    

Section 4. There is no voting on business decisions at the mid-year meeting.  

  
Part D. Organizational Meeting  

Section 1.  A meeting of the new Executive Board and invited individuals for the purpose 
of setting schedules, priorities, and organizing the new Executive Board assign-
ments for the term in their position.    

Section 2.  To be held as soon as possible after the election of new members to the Execu-
tive Board at a place designated by the newly elected President.     

Section 3.  May include resolution of any old unfinished business including any known 
AFMS considerations.  

  
Part E. Rules of Order  

Roberts Rules of Order, Revised, unless otherwise provided for in these Bylaws shall govern 
all meetings of this Federation and its Assembly of Directors  

  
Part F. Parliamentarian  

The Parliamentarian shall not be a Delegate or Director of any Member Society.  
  
Part G. Electronic Meetings  

All meetings specified by this Bylaw Article VIII, Parts A, B, C & D shall be conducted with Of-
ficers, appropriately credentialed Directors and Delegates present in person if possible. How-
ever, in case of Emergency declared by Governmental authorities, such as a Public Health 
Crisis, Natural Disaster, Civil Unrest, or other Disaster, the Executive Board is authorized to 
conduct such meetings by electronic means. The provisions of Robert’s Rules of Order, 12th 
(or later) Revision, Appendix “SAMPLE RULES FOR ELECTRONIC MEETINGS’ pp.635-649 
shall apply with special regard to conduct of the meeting, and voting by show of hands or se-
cret ballot as appropriate. The specific Internet protocol and program used to hold such a 
meeting shall be left to the discretion of the Executive Board.  
Furthermore, informal meetings such as those of Committees, Executive Board, or other 
working bodies of the NFMS may also be similarly held by electronic means at any time when 
requested by the Chairperson. DELETE (Part G added from 9/11/21 Annual Meeting)  

  
ARTICLE IX  

Duties of Officers  
Section 1. The Officers shall perform the duties outlined for them in Roberts Rules of Order, Re-

vised, and those detailed for them in the Operating Procedures which are not incon-
sistent with the Articles of Incorporation and the Bylaws of this Federation.  

Section 2. Duties of the Federation Director, a member of the Society he represents, are detailed 
in the Operating Procedures.  

Section 3. The EXECUTIVE BOARD, as defined in these Bylaws, Article VII, Part B, Section 2 shall 

carry out all authorized business of the Federation. Shall within  
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one (1) month after election, approve a Federation Budget for miscellaneous expenses submitted 
by the Budget Committee for the year just beginning.  

Section 4. ALL FEDERATION EXECUTIVE OFFICERS shall be allowed a transportation allot-
ment in an amount not greater than the then current round trip economy air fare to the 
Convention, Mid-Year Meetings, and (DELETE) the fall Organizational Meeting by the 
most direct route, or if direct air service is not available, then by current I.R.S. mileage, 
by the most direct usually traveled route. This includes transportation home from the 
convention for outgoing and the newly elected officers.  

  
  

ARTICLE X  
Committees   

Section 1. Qualifications  
No person shall be appointed Chairman of more than one (1) Committee.  
No member of the Executive Board shall be appointed Chairman of a Committee 
except that the 1

st
 Vice President, upon election to that office, automatically be-

comes Chairman of the Budget Committee, and the 2
nd

 Vice President, upon 
election to the office becomes the Chairman of the Custodian Committee.  
If possible, all appointments must be made within sixty (60) days and notification 
be given the Member societies within ninety (90) days following the Annual Meet-
ing.  
Notification of the appointments shall be sent to the Federation Director and at 
least one (1) other Society Officer in each member Society by way of the NFMS 
Newsletter.  
All Committee Chairmen are to work with the President and submit their reports, 
with recommendations, if any, at the Annual Meeting.  

Section 2. Standing Committees  
Standing Committees shall be: Budget, Bulletin Aids, (DELETE) Circulation, Cre-
dentials, Custodian, Directory, Education, Endowment Fund, Historian, Juniors, 
Long Range Planning, Newsletter, Nominating, Northwest Rockhound Retreat, 
Operations Review, Public Land Advisory, Past President Council, Public Rela-
tions, Resolutions, Rules & Awards, Safety, Scholarship, Show Coordination, 
Slide and Video Library, Stamps, Supplies, Ways and Means, Web-Site and 
Website Contest  
Each Standing Committee Chairman shall DELETE AND MOVE TO OPS main-
tain and keep an Operations Manual up to date. DELETE, the original Manu-
al to be furnished by the Federation. They shall deliver to their successors all 
material pertaining to their Committees work within ten (10) days after their termi-
nation of their appointments.  DELETE [NOTE: There is no longer such a 
manual]   
Composition of Standing Committees:  

BUDGET: The current 1
st
 Vice President shall be the Chairman of the Budget Com-

mittee.  
CUSTODIAN: The current 2

nd
 Vice President shall be the Chairman of the Custodian 

Committee.  
RULES AND AWARDS: Shall be composed of three (3) members, each serving a three (3) year term 

with one new member being  
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appointed each year by the President of the NFMS, to replace the retiring member 
having served three years. The oldest member, in terms of service shall 
be the Chairman of the Committee. The Second Year member shall be the 
Judging Director. The incoming member shall be the Exhibits Registrar 
(Exhibits Registration Chairman). The activities of the Rules and Awards 
Committee shall be governed by the AFMS Uniform Rules, and the NFMS 
Operating Procedures for the Rules and Awards Committee.   

ALL OTHER STANDING COMMITTEES: Shall be constituted as the President 
deems expedient and their appointment shall be for a one (1) year term 
which shall coincide with the term of the Federation President, or until 
their respective successors are appointed and qualify.  

Standing Committees shall perform the duties specified for them in the Operating 
Procedures  

Section 3. Special Committees  
Special Committees will be appointed annually, as desired, for a one year term, by 
the NFMS President to complete a specific task (Further term(s) must be reap-
pointed by succeeding presidents). Operating Procedures that pertain to all com-
mittees and the NFMS Operations Manual will define the conduct of any and all 
Special Committee assignments.  

Section 4. NFMS Representatives on AFMS Committees  
The NFMS President will appoint NFMS regional representatives to serve on AFMS 
Committees where (as) requested by the AFMS President.  
Duties will be defined by AFMS Bylaws, OP’s or other AFMS document.  

  
ARTICLE XI  

OPERATING PROCEDURES  
Part A Operating Procedures  

The details of operating not included in the Articles of Incorporation or the Bylaws of 
the Federation that are of a continuing nature, to be mandatory on succeeding admin-
istration until amended, suspended or rescinded, shall be authorized by Operating Pro-
cedures, upon approval of the Assembly of Directors & Delegates, as outlined in our 
Operating Procedure System.  

  
Part B Operating Procedure System  

Section 1. Suggested Operating Procedures may be submitted by any member in good standing, 
to the President, the Secretary, or directly at any Annual meeting.  

Section 2. Operating Procedures may be adopted or suspended at the Annual Meeting without 
prior notice, by a majority vote of those present and voting or they may be amended or 
rescinded, also without prior notice by a two thirds (2/3) vote of those present and vot-
ing. After adoption Operating Procedures become mandatory until amended, suspend-
ed or rescinded at an Annual Meeting.  

Section 3. No Operation procedure is in order that violates this Federation’s Articles of Incorpora-
tion or its Bylaws.  
  

ARTICLE XII  
Official Publication  

“The Northwest Newsletter”, a nonprofit bulletin owned and published by the Northwest Fed-
eration of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., shall be the official publication.  
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ARTICLE XIII  
Cancellation Clause  
On Adoption of these Bylaws it automatically cancels all previous Bylaws and Amendments thereto, 

of this Federation.  
  

ARTICLE XIV  
Amendments  

Section 1. All amendments to these Bylaws and all resolutions must be sponsored by a member 
Society in good standing.  

Section 2. These Bylaws may be amended at any Annual Meeting by a two thirds (2/3) vote of the 
Delegates present, PROVIDED, that written notice has been given each of the mem-
ber Societies at least three (3) months in advance.  

  
ARTICLE XV  

Historical Information  
Part A:  The Organizing Meeting:  The Societies which are represented at the organization 

meeting held in Olympia, Washington, February 5, 1938 whose representative’s sig-
natures appear on the original Constitution are designated as Charter Members.  

Part B:  CHARTER MEMBERS  
Ray C. Grulke, President, Washington Agate and Mineral Society  
E.H. Rockwell, President, Oregon Agate and Mineral Society  
C.G. Springer, President, Deschutes Geology Club  
Arthur K. Harris, President, Camas Mineral Society  
Charles O. Fernquist, President, Columbian Geological Society  
M.F. Reed, President, Gem Collectors Club  
Floyd A. Holmquist, President, Tacoma Mineral Society  

Part C:  Original bylaws were approved by Henry C. Dake, President at the first Northwest 
Federation meeting  
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Northwest Federation of Mineral Society’s Bylaws:                                                                                                                    

Darrell Coyle - Bitterroot Gem and Mineral Society 

In accordance with Article XIV Amendments. Section 1. All Amendments to these Bylaws and all resolutions must be 

sponsored by a member Society in good standing: The Bitterroot Gem and Mineral Society has agreed to support these 

amendments. We hereby request that this be approved by the Executive Board and forwarded to the Resolutions Com-

mittee. Upon approval or lack of action within 30 days of receipt by the Resolutions Committee this will be placed on 

the Agenda for both the 2025 Mid Year and Annual Meetings. 

Correction of numerous clerical errors Including capitalizations, punctuation, etc. These clerical errors are not enumer-

ated. There is no requirement for an amendment to correct them. 

Various changes were made to correct the format and numbering. 

Some language that belonged in Government were moved from Meetings. 

Many sentences were simplified by removing duplicate and unnecessary wording without changing the intent or pur-

pose. 

The word By-Laws be replaced throughout with the word Bylaws. 

Article I. Original text is deleted due to duplication from the Articles of Incorporation 

In reference to Article IV Fiscal Year. It was discussed with a majority agreement at the 2024 Annual Meeting in Hermis-

ton Oregon, May 2024 that the fiscal year should be changed to align with IRS and banking years that begin and end 

with the calendar year. The requested change is as follows: 

Remove September 1st through 31 August replace with “January 1 through December 31st of each calendar year”.” 

And concerning closing and auditing of books remove August 31st and replace with December 31st. 

This Fiscal Year change necessitates another change of the Bylaws as follows: In Article VII, Part E. Election of Officers, 

Section 4. Replace Labor Day with January 1st. 

Article VII Government: Part C. Added in order to clearly define this entity of the Government of the NFMS. Part D. 

Added in order to define the Assembly of Directors. Part E. Section 1. Add Utah. 

Article VIII Meetings This section has been rewritten to clarify the Meetings, which entities attend, vote, quorums. 

Much of this was extracted from the existing Bylaws with some additions to make this section more understandable 

and align with how the business of the NFMS is (has been) conducted. 

Article IX, Duties of Officers, Section 4. ALL FEDERATION OFFICERS: 

Remove the words “the fall” from “and the fall Organizational Meeting”, (this meeting no longer is held exclusively in 

the fall) 

Article X Section 2. a. the Circulation Committee is deleted as it is no longer necessary. Section 2 b. A portion of this 

section is to be moved to the Ops. 

Article XV named Historical Information. Part C was added too. 
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NFMS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 2024-
2025 

PRESIDENT:  Lora Hall, Hellgate Miner-
al Society of Missoula, MT, PO Box 
1095, Frenchtown MT 59834     sil-
vertipminis(at)msn.com  

1ST  VICE PRESIDENT: Michael 
Rhodes,  Golden Spike Gem & Min-
eral Society, 317 E 200 S, Brigham 
City, UT, 84302-2621, (435) 230 0403  
mrmbrhodes0(at)gmail.com  

 2ND VICE PRESIDENT:  Jennifer Haley 
2490 Spring Mountain Rd. 
St. Helena, CA 94574 
541-660-1832 
ladybuglane(at)napablogger.com 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  Judi Alli-
son, Hatrockhounds Gem and Miner-
al Society, 1701 NW 11th. St., Hermis-
ton, OR, 97882, (541) 720-4950, 
nfmssec(at)gmail.com 

TREASURER: (VACANT) 
  
Judi Allison (pro tem), Hatrockhounds 

Gem and Mineral Society, 1701 NW 
11th. St., Hermiston, OR, 97882, (541) 
720-4950, nfmssec(at)gmail.com 

NFMS STANDING COMMITTEES 

BUDGET: 1st Vice President (see  
above) 
 
BULLETIN AIDS: Priscilla Hall-Ford 

Oregon Agate & Mineral Society, 
P.O.Box 818, La Center, WA 98629 

       (360) 518-7829.                        
Rockhounder2019(at)comcast.net  

 
 

CREDENTIALS: Del & Clara Walker, 
Tualatin Valley Gem Club, 12377 SE 
Davis Loop, Prineville, OR,  97754,   

      (503) 812-6540,              
cwalk12377(at)gmail.com 

 
CUSTODIAN: 2ND Vice President:  (see 

above) 
 
DIRECTORY:  Janel Lacey, Marcus 
Whitman Gem and Mineral Society, 
43618 SW McKay Dr, Pendleton, OR, 
97801, (541) 215-2839,        
jclawl6461(at)gmail.com  
* Clubs need only to send contact info for 
their board members. Contact clubs directly 
to reach out to specific members. 

 
 
EDUCATION/ALL AMERICAN CLUB 
AWARD :     OPEN   
 
ENDOWMENT FUND:   

 CHAIRMAN: Vicki Johnson, South-
ern Washington Mineralogical Society, 
1574 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Kelso, WA 
98626 (360) 751-8031, vickijrocks
(at)msn.com  
 
 SECRETARY: OPEN 
  
 TREASURER:  Lyle Vogelpohl, 

West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 37th 
Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617, 
(206) 932-3292, lrvogelpohl(at)
comcast.net  

 
 FINANCIAL ADVISOR:  Jim Brain, 

NFMS Club-At-Large, 6410 W Sun-
dance Dr., Spokane, WA  99208,  

      (509) 863-9883,                 
jrbrain233(at)outlook.com  

 
HISTORIAN: OPEN 
 
JUNIORS CHAIR:  Jennifer Fitch, Hell-

gate Mineral Society, 21148 Old US 
Hwy 93, Florence, MT, 59833 (517) 
281-7461,                                   
Fitchs4god(at)aol.com  

 
NEWSLETTER  EDITOR:                  

Jessica Himple, Everett Rock and 
Gem Club                                           
(425) 622-3504,                                            
nfmseditor(at)outlook.com 

NFMS CLUB-AT-LARGE: 1ST Vice 
President (see above) 

 
NOMINATING CHAIRMAN:  
Jennifer Haley 
2490 Spring Mountain Rd. 
St. Helena, CA 94574 
541-660-1832 
ladybuglane(at)napablogger.com 

NORTHWEST ROCKHOUND  RE-
TREAT (Hancock):  Walter Butler, 
8821 SW Equestrian Place, Crooked 
River Ranch, OR 97760, (503) 702-
5743,  waltercbutler(at)comcast.net 

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL: Larry 
Hulstrom, Lakeside Gem and Miner-
al Club, 5409 W 26th Ave. 
Kennewick, WA 99338, (509) 308-
8312, rockhound132(at)charter.net 

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY: Susie 
Koppert, Mt. Hood Rock Club, 135 
SE Marsh Rd., Sandy, OR 97055   
susiekopper(at)mail.com 

RESOLUTIONS:  Audrey Vogelpohl, 
West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 37th 
Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617,    

      (206) 932-3292,                           
avogelpohl(at)comcast.net  

 
RULES AND AWARDS COMMITTEE: 
RULES AND AWARDS CHAIR: :   

Joshua Hulstrom, Lakeside Gem 

and Mineral Club, 5409 W 26th Ave., 

Kennewick, WA 99338, (509) 306-

0385,      josh_hulstrom(at)

hotmail.com  

 

 JUDGING DIRECTOR : Charise 

Ash, Mount Hood Rock Club, 2331 

N Mist Dr, Vernonia, OR 97064,   

charisemarie(at)gmail.com 

 

      EXHIBITS REGISTRAR:  Larry Hul-
strom, Lakeside Gem and Mineral 
Club, 5409 W 26th Ave. Kennewick, 
WA 99338, (509) 308-8312, rock-
hound132(at)charter.net 

SAFETY:  Kathryn Larson, Lakeside 
Gem and Mineral Club, 4102 S Au-
burn St, Kennewick, WA 99337 

misaique (at) hotmail.com  
 
SCHOLARSHIP: Mary Lou Northrup, 

1623 Powers Ave, Lewiston, ID 
83501, (208) 743-6944,  mlandjl(at)
yahoo.com 

 
SHOW COORDINATOR:  Faith Farley, 

Bitterroot Gem and Mineral Society, 
392 Market St S, Corvallis, MT 
59828, (406) 961-3347 

      earthmother169(at)gmail.com 
 
SLIDE/ VIDEO LIBRARIAN: Ronna 

Watkins, Yakima Rock and Mineral 

Club, PO Box 635, Tieton WA 

98947, (509) 673-0085  

nfmsronna(at)gmail.com 

 
STAMPS:  Aaron Currier, Willamette 

Agate & Mineral Society, 2182 Broad-
way Ct, Salem, OR, 97304                     
(503) 385-5649,   fossils(at)
curriergraphics.com 

 
 Ed Anderson, Sweet Home Rock & 

Mineral Society, 40182 Hilltop Dr, 
Lebanon, OR, 97355                          
(541) 451-1577,  ela4rocks(at)
gmail.com 

 
SUPPLIES:  OPEN  
WAYS & MEANS:  OPEN 
 
WEBMASTER:  Brad Larson, Owyhee 
Gem and Mineral Society,  6010 W. 
Cruzen St., Boise, ID  83704   (208) 465-
1920, nfms.webmaster(at)gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:silvertipminis@msn.com
mailto:silvertipminis@msn.com
mailto:mrmbrhodes0@gmail.com
mailto:cdwalker@q.com
mailto:Fitchs4od@aol.com
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NFMS SPECIAL COMMITTEES  
 

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN:  Doug True, 
Billings Gem & Mineral Club, 2622 
Broadwater, Billings, MT 59102,  

      (406) 670-0506,                          
dtruefossils12(at)yahoo.com 

 
ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR:  Laurie 

Ellis, Hatrockhounds Gem and Mineral 
Society, 57462 Clarks Canyon Rd, 
Heppener, OR 97836, (541) 626-3131, 
nfmsroy(at)gmail.com 

 
SHOW CO-CHAIRS 2025:  
Warren Rood, Hatrockhounds Gem and 

Mineral Society,  PO Box 502, Irrigon, 
OR 97844,  (541) 571-2593,  
stonemorlin1(at)netscape.net  

 
Janel Lacey, Marcus Whitman Gem and Min-

eral Society, 43618 SW McKay Dr, Pend-
leton, OR, 97801, (541) 215-2839,        
jclawl6461(at)gmail.com   

 
WEBSITE CONTEST: OPEN 
 

 
AFMS COMMITTEES (NFMS Repre-

sentatives) 
 

AFMS 1st VP - Ronna Watkins 
AFMS Junior Program Chair - Lora 
Hall 
ENDOWMENT FUND - Judi Allison  
PROGRAM COMPETITION - DeLane 
Cox 
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION- Mary 
Lou Northrup  
 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
 
The AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS AS-
SOCIATION (ALAA) is a 501(c)(4) or-
ganization.  Its purpose is to promote and 
ensure the right of amateur hobby fossil 
and mineral collecting, recreational pro-
specting and mining, and the use of public 
and private lands for educational and rec-
reational purposes; and to carry the voice 
of all amateur collectors and hobbyists to 
our elected officials, government regula-
tors and public lands managers.  Your an-
nual individual/couple membership fee is 
$25 which helps support their activi-
ties.  Club membership is $50 per 
year.  Send to Treasurer, P.O. Box 54398, 
San Jose, CA 95154.  Make checks paya-
ble to: American Lands Access Assn.  Ap-
plications can be downloaded 
at:  www.amlands.org  on the left side of 
the page.  For more information con-
tact:  Frank Mullaney, 408-266-1791, cell: 
408-691-2655, Rockyfiv(at)aol.com 
 
 
The AFMS NEWSLETTER is published 
monthly except Jan-Jul-Aug by the Ameri-

can Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  
Each NFMS member society should have 
three people (usually the Pres, Secretary 
and Editor) receiving the AFMS Newslet-
ter.  If they are not, or if anyone else wants 
to subscribe ($5 per year). Contact: Linda 
Jaeger, 3515 E 88th St, Tulsa, OK  74137, 
AFMSeditor(at)AMFED.org (918) 630-
6498 or (918) 481-0249. Make checks 
payable to “AFMS”.   
  
The NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is 
the official publication of the Northwest 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
(NFMS) and is sent to each club electroni-
cally in PDF form between six to ten times 
per year. It is the responsibility of each 
club to forward the newsletter to the mem-
bership. The newsletters are also posted to 
the Federation website electronically and 
archived there for members to review or 
download.   
 
 
For matters related to this newsletter 
(i.e. content, advertising, etc.) contact 
the editor.  

 
SHOW COORDINATION.  Your Fed-
eration provides a free service for 
NFMS members by listing your show in 
this Newsletter, on the NFMS website, 
two magazines (“Rocks and Minerals” 
and  
“Rock and Gem”) and the on-line calen-
dar from “Lapidary Journal”.  Please 
provide the date and time for the show, 
the club name and show title (if applica-
ble), the location of the show, admission  
price, and most important a contact per-
son with  
address, e-mail address and/or phone (e-
mail is preferred).  Please send your 
show information four to six months in 
advance to the Show Coordination 
Chairperson. If you see an error once 
your show is listed, or if your show is 
not listed, contact the Newsletter Chair 

 
 
SAVE STAMPS PROGRAM.  NFMS 
members are encouraged to use and save 
commemorative stamps. The money gener-
ated from the sale of these used (cancelled) 
stamps is then donated to Junior Fund.   
The collected stamps can be sent to the 
Stamps  Chairperson, brought to the 
NFMS Annual Show or given to your Fed-
eration Director in your club.  

 
ATTENTION CLUB TREASURERS 

 
Where to send your money 

 
To NFMS Treasurer for: 
 1.  Dues (new and renewal) and 
supplies 

 2.  Donations for the general fund 
 3.  Donations to Junior          
Achievement 
 4.  Advertisement in this      
Newsletter 
Send to:  see Treasurer this page. 
 
To NFMS Endowment Fund Treasurer for: 

1. Donations to Endowment Fund 
2. Memorial contributions 
Make check payable to NFMS 

Endowment Fund, send to Endowment 
Fund Treasurer, 8810 37th Ave SW, Seat-
tle, WA  98126-3617 
 
To NFMS Scholarship Chairperson for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Scholar-
ship Fund 
 2.  Memorial contributions to 
AFMS Scholarship 
Make check payable to AFMS Scholarship 
Fund. 
Send to:  Mary Lou Northrup (see Scholar-
ship this page). 
 
To AFMS Endowment Fund  for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Endow-
ment 
 2.  Memorials 
Send to: See AFMS Newsletter 
   
To ALAA Treasurer for: 

Memberships, new and renewals 
Donations  
Make check payable to ALAA 

( American Lands Access 
Assn) Treasurer, P.O. Box 
54398, San Jose, CA 95154 

 
NFMS WEB SITE:  www.amfed.org/nfms 

or   

http://northwestfederation.org/ 

 
 

*Due to changing to an elec-

tronic newsletter, clubs are 

no longer required to send 

contact information 

throughout the year for 

members who are added or 

removed from their roster. 

Directory will now only re-

quire the contact infor-

mation for the board mem-

bers of each club. If you 

would like to contact a spe-

cific person in another club, 

please contact their club. 

http://www.amlands.org

