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  Hi Folks,  
 It appears this is my last official message as President, since my term is complete on September 1.  
Again, thanks for allowing me the privilege of serving during these last three years.  I have enjoyed it all 
immensely and look forward to seeing all of you in the future.  By publication time, I will have gone to the 
MWF/AFMS Show and Convention in Minnetonka, Minnesota.  I am looking forward to that experience and 
will perhaps write a note about it in September.  I have passed the gavel on to Kathy Moedl who will now 
officially be your President, and I have every confidence in her being a capable officer.  I wish her well. 
 I have managed to get in a couple of rockhounding experiences this summer and hope to take in a few 
more shows in the fall.  I will be putting a lot of my efforts in the next couple of years toward getting things 
set for the 2014 Hatrockhound Happenin’ NFMS Show here in Hermiston.  We have dubbed it “The Biggest 
Little Show in Town”, so you know it may be small, but we will greet you with charm and hospitality.  Now 
off my public relations soap box. . . 
 Just a little note about the picture in this issue:  In June, I went to North Carolina to my twin 
granddaughters’ high school graduation and a mini reunion of all their siblings and significant others.  There 
were 19 all together in the house along with 4 dogs and 3 cats - great fun and visit - snake bite, skydiving, 
cancelled flight included.  The picture is of my four great-grand children.  I thought it special and decided to 
share it.  Family is another passion-along with rocks, dancing, and friends. 
 My best to all and enjoy those special finds-rocks, people, or any other gems in your lives.  Have a 
great “balance of summer”! 
 
 

From the 
Editor’s Rockpile 

By Beth Heesacker 
 August Already ? ! ! ! Where did the summer go? I know that we have been 
having a great time with old friends and new friends on field trips this year. The rock 
shows we have attended have been great. I have acquired some more specimens for 
my micro-mount collection and for the giant rock pile in the backyard. Paul has been 
making spheres, cutting thunder-eggs and tumbling rock for jewelry making. It has 
been a busy time. 

 But wait!! Our club has more field trips! There are more rock shows! The summer is really not over 
for rockhounds until the last rock has been turned over (I always look on the back side of the rock to see what 
is hidden there). See you around the rock piles!!! 
 Like my new pic? Had our pictures taken at our church and I thought that this was especially 
mischievous. And yes, I purchased the copyright so I can use it.  
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NFMS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 2010-2011 

 
PRESIDENT:  Judi Allison, Hatrockhounds Gem & Mineral 

Society, 1701 NW 11th

1st VICE PRESIDENT:  Kathy Moedl, Idaho Falls Gem and 
 Mineral Society, 149 E. 1st. N, Rexburg, ID 83440, (208) 
 356-4169, 

  #A, Hermiston, OR 97838, (541) 
720.4950, jall@eotnet.net 

kmoedl@cableone.net 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT:  Don Innes, Far West Lapidary, 
 54416 Arago-Fishtrap Rd., Myrtle Point, OR 97458, (541) 
 396-5722, donin11@hughes.net 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  Joan Day, Golden Spike Gem 

& Mineral  Society, 509 Highland Blvd., Brigham City,  
UT.  84302, (801) 391-2912, joanday@sisna.com 

TREASURER:  Lyle Vogelpohl, West Seattle Rock Club, 
8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617, (206) 932-
3292, nfmstreasurer@comcast.net 

 
NFMS STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
BUDGET:  Kathy Moedl, 1st Vice President (see above) 
BULLETIN AIDS:  Peggy Blickfeldt,  Idaho Gem Club,  

236 Tollgate Rd., Boise, ID  83716, (208) 345-8774, 
grumpies@q.com  

CIRCULATION:  Tom Burchard, Golden Spike Gem & 
Mineral Society, 875 E 4500 S, S. Ogden, UT 84403, (801) 
479-4286, Roxhund@aol.com 

COMPETATIVE EXHIBITS: 
      EXHIBITS REGISTRAR: Dee Holland, Bitterroot 

Gem/Mineral Soc, Hamilton, MT,  P.O.Box 23, Tendoy, ID, 
83468, (208) 756-2394,  beauholland@centurytel.net 

      JUDGING DIRECTOR:  Carol Cimolino, Everett Rock 
and Gem Club, 1429 Avenue D, PMB 518, Snohomish, WA  
98290, (360)668-0378 

      RULES & AWARDS CHAIR:  Larry Hulstrom, 
Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, Kennewick, WA,  5409 W 
26th, Kennewick, WA 99338, (509)783-6210,  
rockhound132@charter.net 

CREDENTIALS: Del & Clara Walker, Tualatin Valley Gem 
Club, 12377 SE Davis Loop, Prineville, OR  97754,  (541) 
447-7826, dcwalker@embarqmail.com 

CUSTODIAN:  Don Innes, 2nd Vice President (see above) 
DIRECTORY:  Carol Willey, Oregon Coast Agate, 929 Ojalla 

Rd., Siletz, OR 97380, (541)444-1360, 
going4rocks@dishmail.net 

EDUCATION:   Jim & Libby Spencer, Clackamette Mineral 
& Gem Society, 660 Collins Crest, Gladstone, OR 97027, 
(503) 650-5027, the_spencers@comcast.net 

ENDOWMENT FUND:  CHAIRMAN: Edna Nelson, Mt 
Hood Rock Club, 66830 Maple Crest Rd., Deer Island, OR 
97054, (503) 397-5284, rockhoundstoo1966@yahoo.com  
TREASURER:  NFMS Treasurer (see above)  

FINANCIAL ADVISOR: Jon Spunaugle, 4841 Doctor 
Eldridge Dr., Washougal, WA 98671, (360) 624.7604, 
jonspe@comcast.net  

HISTORIAN:  Shirley Leeson, Bitterroot Gem/Mineral Soc, 
Hamilton, MT, P.O. Box 23, Tendoy, ID., 83468-0023, 
(619) 460-6128 or (208) 756-2394, 
beauholland@centurytel.net 

JUNIORS CHAIR:  Audrey Vogelpohl, West Seattle Rock 
Club, 8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617, 
nfmsjunior@comcast.net  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Beth Heesacker, Clackamette 
Gem & Mineral Corp., 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest 
Grove OR, 97116, (503) 357-8804, nfmseditor@coho.net 

NFMS Club-at-Large:  1st

NOMINATING CHAIRMAN:  :  Fritz Mack, Everett Rock 
& Gem Club, 10619 Holly Dr., Everett, WA 98204, (425) 
513.0115, rockngem_mack@comcast.net   

 Vice President (see above) 

NORTHWEST ROCKHOUND  RETREAT (Hancock):  
Lamar Tilgner (Chair), Mt. Hood Rock Club, 200 SE 
Olvera Ave., Gresham, OR  97080, (503) 666-2905, 
lstilgner1@verizon.net 

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL:  Evelyn Cataldo, Lakeside 
Gem & Mineral Club, 99509 Brandon, Kennewick, WA 
99338, (509) 628-0170, ecataldo@cbtabs.com 

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY:  Andy Johnson, Lakeside 
Gem & Mineral Club, P.O.Box 3251, Pasco, WA  99302, 
(509)546-1950, cbagates@hotmail.com 

SLIDE/ VIDEO LIBRARIAN:  Tim and Sharon DeGrie, 
Lakeside Gem & Mineral Club, P.O. Box 458  
Goldendale,WA 98620, 509-772-2533, cell 509-910-9228 
ROCKNlibrary@yahoo.com  

RESOLUTIONS:  Fred Burton, Golden Spike Gem & 
Mineral Society, 90 Lakeview, Tooele, UT 84074, 
(435)882-8614, fburton@trilobyte.net 

 
SAFETY:  Chuck Sonner, Southern WA. Mineralogical 

Society, 165 Tingle Rd., Winlock, WA. 98596, (360) 785-
3909, chuckagate2@yahoo.com 

SCHOLARSHIP: Rose Alene McArthur, Hells Canyon Gem 
Club, 14 Debertin Drive, Orofino, Idaho, 83544, (208) 
476-3840, obmcarthur@cpcinternet.com 

SHOW CHAIRPERSON 2012: Larry Hulstrom and Evelyn 
Cataldo, Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club, 5409 W. 26th

SHOW COORDINATION:  Pat Lambert, Lakeside Gem & 
Mineral Club, 26106 S. Oak, Kennewick, WA 99337, 
palambert@charter.net 

, 
Kennewick, WA, 99338, (509) 783-6210,  

STAMPS:  Hermina Kolski, Club-at-Large, 208 Riverview 2 
East, Great Falls, MT 59404-1534, (406)231-0620 

SUPPLIES:  Tim Hoff, Butte Mineral & Gem Club, 1016 
Waukesha Ave, Butte, MT., 59701, (406) 491-3587, 
nwfm_timhofff@bresnan.net  

WAYS & MEANS:  Janice Van Cura, Willamette Agate & 
Mineral Society, Inc.,3448 NW Covey Run, Corvalis, OR 
97330  (541)753-2401,  jvancura@peak.org 

WEBMASTER:  Brad Larson, Owyhee Gem and Mineral 
 Society, 4112 E. Park Ridge Dr., Nampa, ID 83687 
  (208) 465-1920, nfms.webmaster@gmail.com 
 
NFMS WEB SITE:  www.amfed.org/nfms 
 

NFMS SPECIAL COMMITTEES  
 

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN:  Doug True, Billings Gem & 
Mineral Club, 2622 Broadwater, Billings, MT 59102, 
406.670.0506, dtruefossils12@yahoo.com 

ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR:  Viola Jones, Skagit Rock 
& Gem Club, P. O. Box 2841, Mt. Vernon, WA.  98273, 
(360) 424-8340, rocks1x1vi.george@frontier.com 

WEBSITE CONTEST: Cheri George 
 

AFMS COMMITTEES (NFMS Representatives) 
AFMS PRESIDENT-Lauren Williams, ENDOWMENT 
FUND- Edna Nelson, EDITORS HALL OF FAME-Open, 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR-Beth Heesacker, NFMS CLUB 
BULLETIN AIDS-Peggy Blickfeldt, ROCKHOUND OF 
THE YEAR-Viola Jones, CONSERVATION & 
LEGISLATION-Darlene Posthuma, EDUCATION-ALL 
AMERICAN AWARD- Jim & Libby Spencer,   
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS-Bill and Janet Smith, 
JUNIORS PROGRAM-Open, PROGRAM COMPETITION-
Open, PUBLIC RELATIONS-OPEN, SAFETY-Chuck 
Sonner, SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION-Dee Holland & 
Rose McArthur,  SUPPLIES AND PUBLICATIONS-Tim 
Hoff, JUDGE TRAINING COMMITTEE-Dee Holland, 
UNIFORM RULES-Dee Holland (Director), WAYS AND 
MEANS-Glenn Lee (chair) & Janice Van Cura, WEBSITE-
Bryan Schroeder. 
 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
 
The AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION 
(ALAA) is a 501(c)(4) organization.  Its purpose is to promote 
and ensure the right of amateur hobby fossil and mineral 
collecting, recreational prospecting and mining, and the use of 
public and private lands for educational and recreational 
purposes; and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and 
hobbyists to our elected officials, government regulators and 
public lands managers.  Your annual individual membership fee 
of $25.00 helps support their activities.  Club membership is $50 
per year. Send dues to: ALAA, Ruth Bailey, 2857 Addison Pl, 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705 For more information contact:  
Shirley Leeson, ALAA Vice President, P.O. Box 23, Tendoy, 
ID, 83468,  shirleyleeson@cox.net or 
beauholland@centurytel.net 
 
The AFMS NEWSLETTER is published monthly except Jan-
Jul-Aug by the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  
Each NFMS member club should have three people (usually the 
Pres, Secretary, and Editor) receiving the AFMS Newsletter.  If 
they are not, or if anyone else wants to subscribe ($4.50 per 
year). Contact:: AFMS Central Off., Steve Weinberger, P.O. 
Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 cebar62@aim.com   Make 
checks payable to “AFMS”.   
  
The NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is the official publication 
of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies (NFMS) 
and is usually published ten (10) times per year.  This 
publication is brought to you through your club membership in 
NFMS. The purpose of the Northwest Newsletter is to keep all 
NFMS members informed of activities and events pertaining to 

the business and services of the Federation.  The Newsletter is 
printed and mailed to approximately 3500 homes in six states by 
Burley Reminder in Burley ID.  For matters related to the 
Newsletter (i.e. content, advertising, etc) contact the Newsletter 
Editor.  For matters related to the Newsletter circulation (new 
members, address changes, etc.) contact Circulation. 
 
SHOW COORDINATION.  Your Federation provides a free 
service for NFMS members by listing your show in this 
Newsletter, on the NFMS website, two magazines (“Rocks and 
Minerals” and “Rock and Gem”) and the on-line Calendar from 
“Lapidary Journal”.  Please provide the date and time for the 
show, the club name and show title (if applicable), the location 
of the show, and most important a contact person with address, 
e-mail address and/or phone (e-mail is preferred).  Please send 
your show information four to six months in advance to the 
Show Coordination Chairperson. If you see an error once your 
show is listed, or if your show is not listed, contact the 
Newsletter Editor. 
 
SAVE STAMPS PROGRAM.  NFMS members are 
encouraged to use and save commemorative stamps. The money 
generated from the sale of these used (cancelled) stamps is then 
donated to Cancer Research.  The collected stamps can be sent 
to the Stamps Chairman, brought to the NFMS Annual Show 
or given to your Federation Director in your club.  
 

ATTENTION CLUB TREASURERS 
Where to send your money 

To NFMS Treasurer for: 
 1.  Dues and supplies 
 2.  Donations for the general fund 
 3.  Donations to Junior Achievement 
 4.  Advertisement in this Newsletter 
Send to:  Lyle Vogelpohl, see Treasurer this page. 

To NFMS Endowment Fund Treasurer for: 
1. Donations to Endowment Fund 
2. Memorial contributions 

Make check payable to NFMS Endowment Fund, send to 
Endowment Fund Treasurer. 
 
To NFMS Scholarship Chairperson for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Scholarship Fund 
 2.  Memorial contributions to AFMS Scholarship 
Make check payable to AFMS Scholarship Fund. 
Send to:  Rose Alene Mc Arthur (see Scholarship this page). 
 
To AFMS Endowment Fund  for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Endowment 
 2.  Memorials 
Send to:   See AFMS Newsletter 
   
To ALAA Treasurer for: 

1. Memberships, new and renewals 
2. Donations  

Make check payable to ALAA 
Send to Joyce Hanschu, ALAA Treasurer, 6607 Sturbridge Ln; 
Canton, MI  48187-2638  
 

NFMS NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE 
ADVERTISEMENT 

Members, Non-members, clubs, etc. can advertise in the 
Northwest Newsletter.  This service is provided to help defray 
the cost of printing and mailing the newsletter and is encouraged 
by the Federation.  The only criteria for the ad is that it be hobby 
related (e.g. rocks, equipment, grit, shows, etc.).  

Ads for the Northwest Newsletter are 
$1.50 per square inch. 

Example:  3” x 4” ad = 12 inches 
12 inches x $1.50 = $18 per issue of the Newsletter 

For an additional 50% of the cost of the Newsletter ad, you can 
have the same ad placed on the NFMS website for the same 

length of time. The Newsletter ad must be purchased to receive 
this additional advertisement. 

Do not send ads on colored paper because the back-ground will 
look gray in the ad. The Editor will send a billing statement to 
the customer which will include instructions to make payment to 
the NFMS Treasurer.  For more information or questions, call, 
e-mail or write the Newsletter Editor 
 
 
 
 
 

To see this newsletter in living 
color and 

to see it by the first of the month 
go to  

http://www.amfed.org/nfms/newslet2.htm 
and click on the month you want to see. 
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Volunteers Are Made Of 
Gold – Our New 

Webmaster 
By Judi Allison 

President 
 I want to officially present Brad Larson from Owyhee Gem and 
Mineral Society in Caldwell, Idaho as our new Webmaster.  Brad saw a 
plea of “help needed” and stepped forward without even being 
approached.  Now, I consider that as precious as gold.  He has extensive 
knowledge of web site creation and maintenance and already has some 
great plans for “reviving” and “refreshing” the web site.   
 Brad’s email for the site will be nfms.webmaster@gmail.com.  I 
encourage each of you to take a look at the “Clubs” page on the site and 
see if the information is correct.   You can let Brad know about any 
changes that might need to be made. 
 I do want to remind you, though, that you continue to send your 
show information to Pat Lambert, the Show Coordinator.  She will be 
certain the information gets to Brad. 
 I also want to thank Bryan Schroeder for his willingness to take 
on the position when he was approached.  It was his first attempt as 
Webmaster and he took on the challenge of the steep learning curve.  He 
simply found that the job and the learning process needed many more 
hours than he could devote to it.  He also needs to take care of some 
personal issues, so Brad’s offer came at a perfect time for Bryan.  Again, 
thanks Bryan, and we wish you well. 

Dust In The Wind 
By Chuck Sonner 
Safety Chairman 

     Dust in the Wind was a song recorded 
by the group KANSAS in 1977. What does 

that have to do with rockhounding? Good question. 
     The first answer will be a personal experience. In the early 1990’s I 
volunteered for a church fundraiser to load hay onto trucks and off load 
into barns. The first barn we delivered to had old hay and mold on the 
floor. I can’t believe I offered to scrap and sweep. It did not take long for 
something to happen. I had my first and only allergic reaction. I could not 
breathe. For years, my wife used inhalers for breathing problems. I did 
not fully understand what she was going through until that moment. 
     Dust in the wind can bring unintended consequences. Central 
California, northwest of Coalinga, has road closures due to asbestos 
fibers in and on some county roads. Bakersfield California has an area 
known for valley fever. I collected shark teeth there in the 1950’s. 
Arizona also has locations known for valley fever. 
     Dick Parks sent me an article on erionite, a form of zeolite. This 
article said erionite causes mesothelioma. There are a number of 
locations in the western united states that contain this mineral. Check 
fairwarning.org for the complete article. 
    What should we do? Maybe we should carry dust masks in our 
rockhounding kit. At a minimum, awareness of our collecting sites is a 
must. Remember, Dust in the Wind. 

 
This page was inadvertently left out of the NFMS Directory. Please copy and insert. 

Thank you. 
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August 10 – 12 
Fri 10 – 9, Sat 10 – 9 

Sun 10 – 6 

Port Townsend Rock Club Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 4907 
Landus Street, Port Townsend  WA 

Cathy Sahli  360 301 4538  PO Box 1383 Port 
Townsend  WA  98368 

August 11 - 12 
Sat 9 - 5, Sun 11 - 5 

Maplewood Rock and Gem 
Club 

8802  196th St. SW, Edmonds, WA Bev Ryder, 425-338-4184 

September 8 - 9 
Sat 10 – 6, Sun 10 – 4 

Umpqua Gem and Mineral 
Club 

Douglas County Fairgrounds, 2110 
Frear Street, Roseburg  OR  97470 

(Directly off I-5 Exit 123) 

Eileen Paul  541 672 5229 
  beadpatch@cmspan.net 

September 8 - 9 
Sat 9 – 6, Sun 10 – 5 

Clallam County Gem & 
Mineral Association 

Vern Burton Community Center, 308 
East 8th Street, Port Angeles  WA  

98362 

Jen Bourassa  jednennie@msn.com 
PO Box 98 Sequim  WA  98382 

SequimRocks.com 
September 8 - 9 

Sat 10 – 5, Sun 10 – 5 
Marcus Whitman Gem & 

Mineral Society 
Walla Walla County Fairgrounds, 
Community Center, 9th Street and 

Orchard, Walla Walla  WA 

Warren Rood  509 522 2330  
warrenrood@yahoo.com 

September 15- 16 
Sat 10 – 6, Sun 10 – 4 

Southern Washington 
Mineralogical Society 

Castle Rock Fairgrounds, A Street & 
Cowlitz River, Castle Rock  WA   

Jackie Furuli  360 431 0059  PO Box 704   
Longview  WA  98632 

September 22 - 23 
Sat 9 – 6, Sun 10 – 5 

Hellgate Mineral Society Ruby’s Reserve Street Inn, 4825 
North Reserve Street, Missoula  MT   

Bob Riggs  14 Holiday Lane   Missoula  MT  
59801   406 543 3667 

 
October 5 - 7 
Cancelled 

Springfield Thunderegg Rock 
Club CANCELLED Don Hoskins  541 654 2127 

therocklicker@gmail.com  or Jim Nelson  541 
687 8100  tworockyj@aol.com 

October 6 
Sat 9 - 4 

Eureka Rock and Gem Club Senior Citizen Center, 1000 N 3rd E 
Mountain Home, ID 

Roger Beck  208-587-9374 
westbeck@earthlink.net 

October 12 -14 
Fri 10 – 6, Sat 10 – 6 

Sun 10 – 5  

Portland Regional Gem & 
Mineral Show 

Washington Co. Fairplex, 873 NE 
34th Avenue, Hillsboro  OR  97124 

Josh Heater  971 570 5456 
j.frankray@hotmail.com 

Rose Jackson  1jeweledrose@gmail.com 
October 13 - 14 

Sat 10 – 5, Sun 10 – 5 
Marysville Rock & Gem Club Totem Middle School Cafeteria 

7th Street and State Avenue, 
Marysville  WA 

Brian Murril  425 346 9313 bmurril@aol.com 

October 20 - 21 
Sat 10 – 6, Sun 10 – 5 

Hells Canyon Gem Club Nez Perce County Fairgrounds, 1229 
Burrell Avenue, Lewiston  ID  83501 

Steve Rand  208 791 2325 
PO BOX 365   Lewiston  ID  83501 

October 27 - 28 
Sat 9 – 6, Sun 10 – 5 

Clackamette Mineral & Gem 
Club 

Clackamas County Fairgrounds 
694 NE 4th Avenue, Canby  OR   

Rick Mauer  503 691 6395  
tallerricardo@juno.com 

October 27 - 28 
Sat 10 – 5, Sun 10 – 5 

Bellevue Rock Club Vasa Park, 3560 West Lake 
Sammamish Pkwy SE, Bellevue  WA   

Bruce Himko  PO Box 1851  Bellevue  WA  
98009    bellevuerockclub@comcast.net 

November 9 - 11 
Fri 10 – 5, Sat 10 – 5 

Sun 10 – 4 

Cascade Mineralogical 
Society and Northwest Opal 

Association 

Puyallup Fairgrounds Expo Hall 
Meridian St. S & 9th Avenue SW 

Puyallup  WA 

Lyle Jorgensen  425 483 0557 
mechanix@comcast.net 

 
March 2 – 3, 2013  

 
  

East Kingco Rock and Gem Pickering Barn, 1730 10th Ave NW 
Issaquah, WA 98027, Across from 

Costco 

Heather King 425-883-6519 
secondwindcharms@msn.com 

www.eastkingco.org 

NFMS MEMBER CLUBS’ SHOW SCHEDULE 
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