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PRESIDENTIAL PEARLS 

By 

Ronna Watkins 

Continued page 8 

     Good Summer, Rockhounds!  Summer has finally arrived and I hope you have already had plenty 

of chances to get some field collecting done.  I hope you have found some great material and some 

wonderful specimens for your fellow club friends to ogle.  Maybe you even picked up a few extras to 

contribute for your club’s needs.  Sharing and swapping is a big part of the fun of our hobby.  I am 

continually blessed by the generosity of my rockhound friends.  Wow!  …and Thank YOU! 

     Before I go into summer activities, let me tell you a little about my spring. 

     I visited the Everett Rock and Gem Club’s Gem & Jewelry show in Everett, Washington.  This 

wonderful club of rockhounds are very hospitable, and exciting to be around.  Everyone at the show 

was welcoming and ready to share our hobby.  The show facility was large with plenty of displays, 

dealers, and demonstrators.  There was a nice variety of material, both rough and finished.  Several tal-

ented demonstrators were there ready to share.  I very much enjoyed their special exhibit the art of the 

NorthWest Stone Sculptors Association. 

     I was happy to run into our NFMS Past President Fritz Mack who is doing well 

and, Mel Buhr, a NFMS Director and their show co-chair who was doing a fine job 

and sharing some club history with me, too.  When you go to the Everett show 

don’t miss the lighted Montana Agate church handcrafted by Elmer and Clara Hag-

glund (Both past away now and what a beautiful legacy they left behind.). 

     I enjoyed some time visiting with their Junior coordinator, Anna Catanzaro, and 

exchanging ideas (There is more to a rock show than meets the eye!).  Anna first 

came to the Everett Club through their rock show when she and her daughter de-

cided to check out what all the signs were pointing to one day.  A teacher by trade, 

Anna took on the kids because of a vacancy that had caused junior membership to 

dwindle.  Anna is one of those “Rockhound Heroes” that stepped up to keep our 

hobby vibrant, making geology fun, and growing youngsters into responsible rock-

hounds.  She has help, too:  One of her helpers always volunteers to help run the 

show booth and another was busy sewing badges on sashes.  I loved seeing the 

AFMS Junior Merit Badge Program being implemented.   And, the Everett Juniors 

were wearing their sashes distinguishing 

them as club rockhounds.  The Everett 

Juniors were helping with the many chil-

dren’s activities at the booth.  There 

were Junior’ displays to enjoy, too.  Way 

to go, Kids! 

     Speaking of children’s show activity 

booths, I, also, had an opportunity to vis-

it with the North Idaho Mineral Club’s 

(NIMC) children’s activities booth vol-

unteers.  Among the many activities, 

they have a tennis ball string pull that 

revealed a prize from behind the board 

when selected, and they have a      

“secret door”  
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:              

September/ October Deadline: August 15th 

For deadlines and to submit articles Con-

tact new EDITOR or Ronna Watkins, 

NFMS President 

To see this newsletter in color and to see 

it usually by the first of the month go to 

http://NorthwestFederation.org Newslet-

ters.asp  

Though Convention forms are in this is-

sue of Northwest Newsletter, they do not 

print out well from the electronic version.  

If you need additional forms,  copy them 

from the hard copy or download them 

from : 

http://northwestfederation.org/

FederationShow.asp  

          “Wisdom” 

http://NorthwestFederation.org/Newsletters.asp
http://NorthwestFederation.org/Newsletters.asp
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NFMS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 2018-19 

PRESIDENT:  Ronna Watkins   
 Yakima Rock and Mineral Club,  POB 635, Tieton, WA 
98947, 509-673-0085, NFMSronna@gmail.com 

1ST  VICE PRESIDENT:  Kenneth Zahn 
 Bozeman Gem and Mineral Club 
 146 Canyon Meadow RD, Bozeman, MT 59718  
 406-582-8752, kczahn@littleappletech.com 
 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT:  Beth Heesacker  
 Clackamette Mineral and Gem Corp.,  
 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest Grove OR, 97116,  
 503-357-8804,   
 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  Judi Allison  

 Hatrockhounds Gem and Mineral Society,   
 1701 NW 11th. St., Hermiston, OR, 97882,   
 541-720-4950, nfmssec@gmail.com 

TREASURER:  Lyle Vogelpohl,  
 West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, 

WA 98126-3617, 206-932-3292,  
 nfmstreasurer@comcast.net 
 

NFMS STANDING COMMITTEES 

BUDGET: 1st Vice President (see  above) 
 
BULLETIN AIDS: Vacant 
 
COMPETITIVE EXHIBITS: 
      RULES AND AWARDS CHAIR:  Bob Gibson 
 Bitterroot Gem and Mineral Society, 326 Snow Goose 

Ct., Hamilton, MT 59840, 406-361-
0870,gibcott@gmail.com  

 JUDGING DIRECTOR :  Lauren Williams  
 Idaho Falls Gem and Mineral Society, 957 E Elva Ave., 

Idaho Falls, ID 83401, 208-529-6978, 
slharuir@msn.com 

 REGISTRAR:  Darrell Coyle 
 Bitterroot Gem and Mineral Society, PO Box 52, 
 Corvallis, MT 59828, 406-274-6874, 

coyled@bresnan.net 
 
CREDENTIALS: Del & Clara Walker  
 Central Oregon Rock Collectors, 12377 SE Davis Loop, 

Prineville, OR  97754,  503-812-6540,  
 cdwalker@q.com 
 
CUSTODIAN:  2ND Vice President:  (see above) 
 
DIRECTORY:  Carol Willey,  
 Oregon Coast Agate, 929 Ojalla Road, Siletz, OR, 
 97380 , 541-444-1360, going4rocks@outlook.com  
 
ENDOWMENT FUND:   
 CHAIRMAN:  Vacant 
 SECRETARY:  Vacant 
 TREASURER:  NFMS Treasurer (see above)

FINANCIAL ADVISOR:  Jim Brain 
 Spokane Rock Rollers , 6410 W Sundance Dr., Spo-

kane, WA  99208, 509-863-9883, 
jrbrain233@outlook.com  

  
EDUCATION:  Vacant 
 
HISTORIAN:  Linda Barlow 
 Idaho Gem Club, Inc., 3074 W. Newbury Ct, Eagle, Idaho 

83616, 208-724-3309, barlow596@gmail.com 
 
JUNIORS CHAIR:  Gayle Butler 
 8821 SW Equestrian Place, Crooked River Ranch, OR 

97760, 503-641-5431, Gaylesmail@comcast.net  
 
NEWSLETTER  EDITOR:  Vacant 
 
NFMS Club-at-Large:  1st Vice President (see above) 
 
NOMINATING CHAIRMAN:  Keith Fackrell 

 Timpanogos Gem & Mineral Society, 2295 E. 799 S., 

Springville, Utah 84663 krfackrell@gmail,com 

NORTHWEST ROCKHOUND  RETREAT (Hancock):  
Lamar Tilgner (Chair), Mt. Hood Rock Club, 200 SE 
Olvera Ave., Gresham, OR  97080, (503) 666-2905, 
lstilgner1@frontier.com 

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL:  Jim Bosley, Idaho Falls 

Gem and Mineral, 634 Tyson Ave., Idaho Falls, Idaho, 

83401, (208)520-1819, jbosley@cableone.net  

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY:  Vacant 
 
SLIDE/ VIDEO LIBRARIAN:  Darrell Watkins 
 Yakima Rock and Mineral Club, P.O. Box 635,Tieton, 

WA 9894, (509) 673-0085,  
 AFMSprograms@gmail.com 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  Audrey Vogelpohl 
 West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 37th Ave. SW, Seattle, 

WA 98126-3617, (206) 932-3292,   
 avogelpohl@comcast.net 
 
SAFETY:  Vacant 
 
SCHOLARSHIP: Mary Lou Northrop, 

mlandjl@yahoo.com 
 Hells Canyon Gem Club 
 1623 Powers Avenue, Lewiston, Idaho 83501 
 (208)  743 6944 
 

 
 
 
 
SHOW CHAIRPERSON 2019: Randy Squires 208-413-

1806 rlsquires@cableone.net  & Rick Westerholm 
208-746-2101 rkwester@cableone.net  Hells Canyon 
Gem Club 

  
2019 SHOW COMPETITIVE EXHIBITS LIAISON 

CHAIRMAN: Linn Enger Hells Canyon Gem Club 208-

746-4957 engerocks@yahoo.com 

SHOW COORDINATOR:  Pat Lambert 
 Lakeside Gem & Mineral Club, 26106 S. Oak, 

Kennewick, WA 99337, palambert@charter.net 
 
STAMPS:  Chuck Sonner 
 Southern WA. Mineralogical Society, 165 Tingle Rd., 

Winlock, WA. 98596, (360) 785-3909, 
 chuckagate2@yahoo.com 
 
SUPPLIES:  Patty Amos 
 Mt. Hood Rock Club, 15523 NE 214th Ave., Brush Prai-

rie, WA98606, (360) 892-3716, 
Packrats2000@yahoo.com 

 
WAYS & MEANS:  Janice Van Cura 
 Willamette Agate & Mineral Society, Inc.,3448 NW Cov-

ey Run, Corvalis, OR 97330  (541)753-2401,   
 vancura@peak.org 
 
WEBMASTER:  Brad Larson 
 Owyhee Gem and Mineral Society, 6010 W. Cruzen St., 
 Boise, ID 83704,  208-465-1920, 
 nfms.webmaster@gmail.com 
 
 

NFMS SPECIAL COMMITTEES  
 

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN:  Doug True 
 Billings Gem & Mineral Club, 2622 Broadwater, Billings, 

MT 59102, 406.670.0506, dtruefossils12@yahoo.com 
 
ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR:  Laurie Ellis 
 Hatrockhounds Gem and Mineral Society, PO Box 3326, 

Irrigon, OR 97844, 541-626-3131, 65shark@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE CONTEST: Cheri George 
        charig1946@yahoo.com 
 

AFMS COMMITTEES (NFMS Representatives) 
 

AFMS PRESIDENT – Doug True 
ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR - Judi Allison 
PROGRAM COMPETITION - Darrell Watkins 
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION - Lauren Williams  
 
 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
 
The AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION 
(ALAA) is a 501(c)(4) organization.  Its purpose is to pro-
mote and ensure the right of amateur hobby fossil and miner-
al collecting, recreational prospecting and mining, and the use 
of public and private lands for educational and recreational 
purposes; and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and 
hobbyists to our elected officials, government regulators and 
public lands managers.  Your annual individual/couple mem-
bership fee is $25 which helps support their activities.  Club 
membership is $50 per year.  Send to Treasurer, P.O. Box 
54398, San Jose,CA 95154.  Make checks payable to: Ameri-
can Lands Access Assn.  Applications can be downloaded 
at:  www.amlands.org  on the left side of the page.  For more 
information contact:  Frank Mullaney 408-266-1791, Cell: 
408-691-2655, rockyfiv@aol.com. 
 
The AFMS NEWSLETTER is published monthly except     
Jan-Jul-Aug by the American Federation of Mineralogical        
Societies.  Each NFMS member society should have three 
people (usually the Pres, Secretary, and Editor) receiving the 
AFMS Newsletter.  If  they are not, or if anyone else wants to         
subscribe ($5 per year). Contact: Suzanne Webb 9895 Ker-
rydale Court, Reno NV 98521-4401 editor@amfed.org 775-
624-8446  Make checks payable to “AFMS”.   
  
The NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is the official publica-
tion of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
(NFMS) and is published at least 6 times per year.  Each 
member is entitled to receive a mailed copy of this publica-
tions with their membership. Please check with your Club 
membership person to assure you are receiving this means of 
keeping you informed of the activities and events pertaining 
to the business and services of the Federation. Club member-
ship points-of-contact are encouraged to forward names and 
addresses of new club members, soon after they join, to both 
the Directory Chair and the Circulation Chair, so that News-
letter distribution by mail to them can be started as soon as 
practicable. The newsletters are also posted to the Federation 
website electronically and archived there for members to 
review and/or  download.                                                                                 

 
For matters related to the Newsletter (i.e. content, 
advertising, etc.) contact the Newsletter Editor.  
For matters related to the Newsletter circulation 
(new members, address changes, etc.) contact: 
 
CIRCULATION:  Tom Burchard,  
 Golden Spike Gem & Mineral Society, 875 E 4500 S, S. 
 Ogden, UT 84403, 801-479-4286, Roxhund@aol.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SHOW COORDINATION.  Your Federation   
provides a free service for NFMS members by   
listing your show in this Newsletter, on the NFMS 
website, two magazines (“Rocks and Minerals” 
and “Rock and Gem”) and the on-line calendar 
from “Lapidary Journal”.  Please provide the 
date and time for the show, the club name and 
show title (if applicable), the location of the show,        
admission price, and most important a contact  
person with address, e-mail address and/or phone      
(e-mail is preferred).  Please send your show      
information four to six months in advance to the 
Show Coordination Chairperson. If you see an  
error once your show is listed, or if your show is 
not listed, contact the Newsletter Editor. 
 
SAVE STAMPS PROGRAM.  NFMS members are 
encouraged to use and save commemorative stamps. 
The money generated from the sale of these used 
(cancelled) stamps is then donated to Cancer  Re-
search.  The collected stamps can be sent to the 
Stamps Chairman, brought to the NFMS Annual 
Show or given to your Federation Director in your 
club.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ATTENTION CLUB TREASURERS 
 

Where to send your money 
 

To NFMS Treasurer for: 
 1.  Membership Dues (new & renewal) and supplies 
 2.  Donations for the general fund 
 3.  Donations to Junior Achievement 
 4.  Advertisement in this Newsletter 
Send to:  Lyle Vogelpohl, see Treasurer this page. 
 
To NFMS Endowment Fund Treasurer for: 

1. Donations to Endowment Fund 
2. Memorial contributions 
Make check payable to NFMS Endowment Fund, 

send to Endowment Fund Treasurer, 8810 37th Ave SW, 
Seattle, WA  98126-3617 
 
To NFMS Scholarship Chairperson for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Scholarship Fund 
 2.  Memorial contributions to AFMS Scholarship 
Make check payable to AFMS Scholarship Fund. 
Send to:  Mary Lou Northrup mlandjil@yahoo.com  (see 
Scholarship this page). 
 
To AFMS Endowment Fund  for: 

1.  Donations to AFMS Endowment 
 2.  Memorials 
Send to:   See AFMS Newsletter 
   
To ALAA Treasurer for: 

1.  Memberships, new and renewals 
2.  Donations  
Make check payable to ALAA ( American Lands 

Access Assn) Treasurer, P.O. Box 54398, San 
Jose, CA 95154 

 
NFMS WEB SITE:   

http://northwestfederation.org/ 
 

See the NFMS on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NFMS1   

(for the desktop/laptop/tablets) 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/NFMS1  

(for mobile devices like phones) 

 
NFMS NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE  

ADVERTISEMENT 
 

Members, Non-members, clubs, etc. can advertise in the 
Northwest Newsletter.  This service is provided to help de-
fray the cost of printing and mailing the newsletter and is 
encouraged by the Federation.  The only criteria for the ad is 
that it be hobby related (e.g. rocks, equipment, grit, shows, 
etc.).  

 
Ads for the Northwest Newsletter are 

$1.50 per square inch. 
Example:  3” x 4” ad = 12 inches 

12 inches x $1.50 = $18 per issue of the Newsletter 
 

For an additional 50% of the cost of the Newsletter ad, you 
can have the same ad placed on the NFMS website for the 

same length of time. The Newsletter ad must be purchased to 
receive this additional advertisement. 

 
Do not send ads on colored paper because the back-ground 
will look gray in the ad. The Editor will send a billing state-
ment to the customer which will include instructions to make 
payment to the NFMS Treasurer.  For more information or 
questions, call, e-mail or write the Newsletter Editor 

 
 

mailto:cdwalker@q.com
mailto:Gaylesmail@comcast.net
mailto:lstilgner1@frontier.com
http://www.amlands.org
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1st VICE PRESIDENTIAL VARISCITES 

by 

Kenneth Zahn  

 “Brings Stability” 

     One of the most important functions of a club when planning their annual show is how to pull off a great Silent Auction.  The  

auctions are one of the most enjoyable show activities for visitors who are relatively new to the hobby – especially those who  

have children with them. Kids often see “spectacular” in material that “veterans” see as  

“been-there-and-done-that-and-I-have-a-better-piece-already-or-can-go-get-it-myself.” On the other hand, seasoned collectors  

And gray-beards (especially those from other clubs who may be visiting) L-O-V-E to check out the auction offerings; they  

Usually make a quick decision on whether the silent auction is a “go-to” spot or not worth the effort to keep checking during their  

“day-at-the-show.”  The trick is to satisfy all the groups that attend the show, make it a fun experience, --- and --- make some 

money for the club! 

     There are lots of different ways to do that, as I’ve been noticing when visiting shows these past four decades or so (yes, I’m  

old) and being refreshed in my recollections as I attended eight shows in the last three months.  Some are worth mentioning,  

I think. 

Material:  Most auctions offer donated “average or sub-par” material from local or regional spots or from donated collections by  

older members.  A great source, to be sure, without doing a lot of work months in advance.  It still takes effort, however, to sort,  

select, clean, and segregate those materials just before the show so you are efficient in re-stocking the “offering plates” every 15 

minutes or so during the show days.  The better auctions seem to always have a “hovering” crowd all day since a mixture of  

reasonable materials are offered:  (1) Along with average materials, there are at least one or two nicer pieces with a reasonable 

“minimum starting bid prices” clearly marked on the bid sheet.  Seasoned bidders (including your own club members [and  

spouses/helpers of your vendors, too]) who may want the piece will notice that the auctions need to be checked often so as not to  

miss a real bargain. (2) Hobby-related books, pamphlets, maps, and high-end journals/magazines also sell well and are treasured  

by the veteran members if they can see future “field collecting trip spots” as a potential payoff. (3) If you do a lot of really unique 

Local stuff available, don’t just put great pieces out without an appropriate minimum opening bid being set; the supply of that  

material will dwindle over time – especially if it is no longer collectable.  (4) The better auctions also often have good-quality 

used lapidary-related or field-trip equipment, larger nice specimens, or high-end donated items set aside on one end of the table  

as silent auctions that close mid-day or early afternoon (so attendees stick around a bit) – or close next day so as to attract bids 

from returning attendees and club members.  (5) If you host a Northwest Federation Show in conjunction with your own annual  

show (a GREAT option, by the way), specifically seek out and encourage visiting NFMS delegates, attendees, and officers to  

bring materials from their local areas to donate for your auction.  What may be common to them is often unique to your local  

members. Be sure you have them tell you what the material is called (especially for agate and jasper varieties).  (6) “Glitter” and  

“color” attract the kids and give them a great sense of accomplishment when they successfully win a piece they can display with  

pride.  Treat them right, but tactfully teach them how to bid properly too.  (7) A stack of donated journals/magazines (Lap  

Journal, Rock and Gem, etc.) for purchase at a minimum cost (not an auction) is also a common attractant and an invitation to 

auction veterans to bid on other items while browsing. 

Execution/Operation: (1) The best-run auctions have a way to assure that the opening and closing of the individual auctions are  

announced clearly throughout the day – usually at about 15-minute intervals, although some clubs vary on the interval 

times.  I’ve seen a lighted neon-type sign mounted high on a venue wall that announces the remaining auction time, heard loud 

cowbells or voices over loud-speaker-system announcements of bid openings for the next round of bidding, or approximate  

bid-closing times.  The announcers at the best auctions have a clear, understandable speaking voice and can be heard throughout  

the venue, often adding “color” about specific, more unique items up for bid during that bid period.  Here, I offer some cautions,  

too.  At many shows, the “announcer” is whoever in the club is available, or one who “has done it for years because no one else  

will do it, or feels that “that’s my job at the show.”  Sometimes this is GREAT for the success of the auction when that person is  

well-spoken, knowledgeable, and up-beat, but often it is a Continued on page 4 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variscite
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2nd VICE PRESIDENTIAL VERDELITES 

By  

Beth Heesacker 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE 
“Creativity &                        

Compassion” 

 We all find ourselves responsible for many things in our lives: to put away our toys as children, to study 
in school, to get a job (and to do it well), to our families and to our friends.  This all leads up to a responsibil-
ity that each member club in the NFMS has: to keep the NFMS up to date on their membership. 

 The NFMS often gets complaints from members that they are not receiving their NFMS Newsletter, 
sometimes for months at a time.  Our Circulation person updates our membership list before each issue to 
make sure it is current before the NFMS newsletter is sent to the printer for printing and addressing. 

 But to make sure that the NFMS list IS up to date means that whoever it is in each club that is responsi-
ble for their club membership list needs to be pro-active in keeping Circulation informed of your club mem-
bership changes on a regular basis.  

 I want to give you an example.  When our club prepares its roster at the beginning of the year, the mem-
ber list with addresses, etc. is sent to the NFMS Circulation.  But membership can change every month as 
new members are added to your club.  The NFMS does not want those people to have to wait until the next 
year before they begin to get their NFMS newsletter.  Our club, also, updates the Circulation with these 
changes each month.  Then the members’ subscription can start with the very next edition. 

 Another situation is that the NFMS puts out a directory of all the members once a year. Each club gets a 
copy and additional copies can be purchased for $10.  We want this directory to be as complete as possible 
too.  When you send your membership list to the Circulation Chair, just add another person to your email, the 
Directory Chair. 

 Those email addresses are on the second page of each Newsletter but here they are for your ease of use: 

Circulation, Tom Burchard – roxhund@aol.com 

Directory Chair, Carol Wiley --  going4rocks@outlook.com 

 The NFMS thanks you for keeping us updated, and for your members, we thank you. 

Ken Zahn 1st Vice President Address                                                                                                       
(continued from page 3) 

 

DISASTER if so soft-spoken and “laid back” that their announcements can’t be heard or understood clearly.  Show Chairs I’ve  

talked to generally either ACTUALLY carefully select who announces and also checks speaking voice clarity in several parts of  

the building, adjusting as needed, or just “leave-it-to-Joe, as-he’s-done-it-forever,” regardless of how it sounds or later turns out  

as to financial success or attendee/dealer feedback.  Show leadership Chairs need to think about that one, and figure out how to  

approach that “announcement” function to have the best outcome but not “ruffle feathers” unnecessarily within your volunteer  

group. Nurture the good ones. 

(2) The most successful auctions also tend to have enough helpers and a fairly knowledgeable local-material or general-mineral  

“expert” to efficiently prepare samples and bid-sheets (including minimum-bid prices) for the next auction to save on prep-time 

delays.  This seems to also assure that those who are paying for their winnings get to see what is coming up on the next round of  

items for bid – subtle but good advertising that assures interest –- or not -- depending on the offerings. 

(3) Substituting announcers or auction staff during the day is necessary, but also needs to be done carefully so that the money-box 

stays secured and set-up efficiency isn’t compromised. 

Bottom Line: Successfully organized and executed silent auctions with reasonable material and variety seem to consistently show 

MUCH better financial results than “ho-hum” auctions.  As they say in one insurance company ad on TV:  “What’s in your 

wallet?” as far as your silent auction function is concerned?  Good luck –- and consider visiting other shows to mentally compare  

notes; when you see a well-run auction, possibly also speak with staff volunteers or their Show Chairs on  

“lessons-learned,” and on how well they do financially on their auction function. 

mailto:roxhund@aol.com
mailto:going4rocks@outlook.com
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SECRETARY’S SAPPHIRES 

By 

Judi Allison 
 

KNOW YOUR FEDERATION: SCHOLARSHIP 
 

One of the committees that is listed on the second page of the NFMS Newsletter is that of Scholarship.  The description from the 
Operating Procedures of the NFMS and the information following explaining the AFMS Scholarship Foundation best tell the sto-
ry of how this committee functions.  Keep in mind that the end result of donations to this fund is financial assistance to students in 
a field of study relevant to the rockhounding hobby.  Mary Lou Northrup is our NFMS Chairperson. 

SCHOLARSHIP shall: *Accept and acknowledge donations and maintain records of all contributions to the AFMS 
Scholarship Foundation made by Societies or individuals of the NFMS. These contributions, with any change in per-
centage standing, are to be forwarded promptly to the NFMS Treasurer. *Publicize the work of the Foundation 
through the Northwest Newsletter and at the Annual Meeting. * Report annually to the AFMS Audit Committee all 
donations received and forwarded. (Amended 7/19/2002)  

AFMS Scholarship Foundation - A Resume to Refresh Our Memories 

The establishment of the Scholarship foundation was authorized by the addition of an Article to the By-Laws of the 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies in 1958.  The AFMS Scholarship Foundation, Inc. was set up as a 
separate corporation with its own officers and directors. 

Organization:  The Foundation was incorporated as the AFMS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION, INC., a Minnesota Corpora-
tion on March 18, 1964.  A Tax Exemption Certificate was obtained from the Internal Revenue Service on November 6, 1964. 

The Board of Directors consists of:  The President of the AFMS who is automatically both the Vice-President and a Director of 
the Foundation.  The other Directors are: the AFMS President-Elect, and the President and the Vice-President of each of the six 
participating Regional Federations.  The Board of Directors has the management of the Foundation. 

The Board elects a President, a Treasurer, and a Secretary, each for two-year terms, the President being elected one year, the 
Treasurer and Secretary being elected the next year, to insure continuity of experienced management.  It will be seen that the 
Foundation, while an independent Corporation, is entirely in the control of AFMS Federation personnel. 

Purpose of the Foundation:  The object of the Foundation is to accumulate a Fund, using only the income from the Fund to be 
used to finance Scholarships.  The principal cannot be used for any purpose whatever, hence the usefulness of the Fund is perpet-
ual. 

Awards to Beneficiary Students:  Beginning in 1965, one student received a scholarship grant of $300.00 per year for two years 
to help achieve an advanced degree in any of the Earth Sciences.   In 1966, the grant was increased to $400.00 per year for two 
years; in 1967, the grant was increased to $500.00 per year for two years. 

As the Fund, and hence the income from it, increased, the grants were increased and, subsequently, more students received schol-
arship grants.  By 1972, each Regional Federation received one grant of $750.00 per year for two years.   Grants were increased 
to $1,000.00 per year in 1976; to two scholarship grants per each Regional Federation in 1981.  In 1983, each grant was increased 
to $1,500.00 per year for two years; and the amount was increased to $2,000.00 per year for each grant in 1988.  In 2009-2010 ad-
ditional funds were raised to allow the educational grants to increase to a single $4,000 educational grant starting with 12 students 
selected in the 2009-10 school year. 

Grants are restricted to Graduate students to avoid the possible waste of money on students who are not committed to Earth Sci-
ence subjects, or who drop out before graduation (Any student working toward an advanced degree is presumed to have definitely 
decided to follow that field for his/her lifetime vocation, insofar as such decision is possible).  Since our joint interests lie in that 
field, grants are restricted to Earth Science students who are U.S. Citizens. 

Selection of Beneficiary Students:  Until 1972, one person of prominence in the Earth Science field was selected from among 
twelve nominees, 2 from each Regional Federation.  That person, normally associated with a prominent University or College, 
selected the schools., and the students who received the grants.  Since 1972, each participating Regional Federation has selected 
their own Honorary Award Winner who then selected the school(s) and assisted with the selection of the student, or students, who 
then received the scholarship grant(s). 

This indirect method has served our purpose perfectly in that it benefits needy students, yet avoids the enormous task and expense 
of receiving, sifting through and evaluating applications from hundreds of applicants, which would otherwise be necessary if se-
lections were made by ourselves in the conventional manner. 

The Fund:  In the beginning, Betty Crocker coupons were accepted and turned in to General Mills at 1/2¢ per point until Decem-
ber 31, 1974., when the program was discontinued by General Mills.  Coupons accounted for approximately 10% of the Fund at 
that time.  Since that time, the trust fund has been supported by donations and memorials from "rockhounds", nationwide. The 
market value of the investments of the Foundation, as of October 31, 2010, stood at just over $1,024,170.00.  With the exception 
of a few hundred dollars received from outside organizations, the entire amount has been donated, by Earth Science Clubs and 
Societies throughout the entire nation, and by individual members of such groups. 

Gifts:  All gifts to the AFMS Scholarship Foundation are held to be tax-deductible to the donor, and are normally added to the 
"trust" account.  Gifts should be sent to each Regional Federation's Scholarship Chairman, who will see that the donor receives 
proper credit, and will forward the gifts to the proper Foundation Officer.  Founder's Certificates are issued to individuals, dealers, 
or firms that contribute $500.00 or more to the Fund, either as one gift or cumulatively, but the individual's club does not receive 
credit for such gifts. 

Gifts may be made directly to the "Unrestricted Fund" by marking "Unrestricted" on the donation check or in a letter accompany-
ing the donation.  Unrestricted funds are not automatically put in to the investment account and may be directly paid out as  

“Record Keeper” 

Continued on Page 8 
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SECRETARY’S SAPPHIRES By Judi Allison 

KNOW YOUR FEDERATION: SCHOLARSHIP 
(Continued from page 5) educational grants to students instead of using the investment income only from the trust (investment) 
account, for the educational grants. 

Goals for the Future: Our first goal was to establish a Fund of $50,000.00 which would provide an annual scholarship in Earth 
Science.  This goal was reached in 1968.  Having attained that goal, do we stop when such attractive vistas and horizons ap-
peared? By no means! 

The Fund has now achieved over twenty times it first goal and we are providing a single year scholarship grant of $4,000.00 each 
year to two students selected by each of the six participating Regional Federations.  What do we see ahead?  Wonderful addition-
al opportunities for service and help for more and more students. 

Remember, the Fund itself is not consumed - only the income from it.   Whatever is in the "restricted trust fund"  keeps working 
year after year, indefinitely into the future.  The larger it grows, the more good it can do - not only once, but time after time as the 
years go by.  After the 2010-11 educational grants were paid out, 566 students have received financial educational assistance be-
cause of your generosity.  At that time, the total dollar amount of grants paid out since the program inception in 1964 totaled 
$1,540.6500.00. 

First written by W.H. DeHeui President (10/69); updated by Glenn Lee, President (10/83); updated (7/93) by Louellen Montgom-
ery, President; updated (12/04) by Dee Holland, AFMS Scholarship Foundation President; updated (7/11) by Jon Spunaugle, 
Treasurer and Foundation Past President 

PRESIDENTIAL PEARLS by Ronna Watkins 

(Continued from the front page)  

activity that has a hidden prize behind every door.  A couple of really great ideas! 

      I had an excellent time at the North Idaho Mineral Club’s 59th Annual show in 

Coeur d’Alene.  Friday night we joined over 70 dealers, volunteers, and NFMS’ at-

tendees for a yummy chicken potluck dinner and on Saturday we perused the 27 

dealers offering everything from beads to fossils.   

     Some other exciting things to see at this show included volcano eruptions by    
Lisa Sanphillippo (an Earth Science and communications double major at Lewis-
Clark State College), Charles Tiblow’s collections (one which catalogues his tur-
quoise), and a Champsosaurus (Crocodile lizard) found in the Eastern Montana part 
of the Hell Creek Formation. 

     Show cases included projects made by NIMC members, a beautiful amethyst  
collection by MaryLou, and Mario’s knives and carvings from Liberty Lake, Wash-
ington.  Outstanding! 

     Thank you to our NFMS Midyear meeting hosts for a job well done:  Mike Rose, Show Chairman; President Mike McConnell, 
Dealer Chairman; Diane Rose, my right hand and chief organizer; and the many, many others that it takes to put on a great show. 

     Now, for some business: 

     Wow.  What happened?  The weather was perfect, the location was central, the show was exciting, the accommodations and 
camping were reasonable, the Midyear meeting announcement was made shortly after the last annual meeting, the reminders were 
in the newsletter, the chairs were rented…so where were your Directors and Delegates?  What about your alternates?  Some very 
important business is being conducted.  Does your club have someone to give you the details?  Will you ask them why they did   
not attend? 

     Perhaps your club does not offer a stipend to help with travel expenses?  Maybe that 
would help your club Director to participate.  Hopefully I can convey what you need to 
know here, but it is just not the same.  Your representatives should be present to ask ques-
tions so they can fully understand what is going on, and to share with you the information 
available through the NFMS meetings.  They should also find out how your club wants 
them to vote at the annual meeting regarding important things…like how money is spent 
and what the NFMS does and can do for you and your club. 

     We have talked a lot about what the NFMS does in recent issues of the Northwest News-
letter, but these things are not accomplished by just a few people, they are accomplished by 
members of over 60 clubs.  Promoting our hobby at a regional and national level, scholar-
ships for geology students, recognition of outstanding Rockhounding Club Members, me-

morializing those that have made their mark in our rockhound hearts, keeping rock collecting and showmanship a viable hobby, 
and passing on our talents and knowledge to the next generation are all important reasons for us to organize and congregate.  So, 
please resolve to get your Directors and Delegates (or Alternates) to the NFMS meetings so we can continue to serve with excel-
lence. 

     There have been questions raise about why we hold our meetings in the afternoon.  This is to allow your representatives to drive 
in and get home in the same day if they want to.  We realize this won’t work for our outlying clubs, but it will for many.  Although 
we have little control regarding the location of the annual meeting, we try to centralize the mid year meeting.  This Midyear meet-
ing was pretty central and our next meeting in Lewiston is also, so I hope to see you at the Hells Canyon Gem Show.  Wow! 

     I don’t want to quit on my spring till I have the chance to thank all of you that showed up to the Midyear.  It was a good meeting 
and I enjoyed seeing you.  Thank you for spending your time and resources to contribute and participate.  See you again soon… 

 

Business News Continued on Page 10 

“It was a good meeting 

and I enjoyed seeing 

you.  Thank you for 

spending your time 

and resources to 

contribute and 

participate. “  

 Past President Fritz Mack & I at the Everett 

Gem & Jewelry Show 
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HISTORIAN HIDDENITES 

BY 

Linda Barlow 

 

Linda is on her summer adventure.  We can’t thank her enough for filling in when needed.  She has done an excellent job 

keeping our Northwest Newsletter up and running, and is a “NFMS Hero”.  She even left us something interesting for this 

issue before her journey.  It is an almost half a century old Letter of Invitation submitted to the October 1972 issue of our 

Northwest Newsletter by the Hells Canyon Gem Club’s 1973 Show Chairman Margarite Cline, highlighting their show.  It 

is a little difficult to decipher, but readable.  Of interest to me is the expectation of 300 displays and the offering of 400 to 

500 camper spaces available.  Just this tidbit makes me curious to find out more.             Ronna Watkins 

“Connection with 

Knowledge” 



PAGE 10 NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER VOL.59 NO. 4 JULY/AUGUST

 

Coming in the Fall:                                                                   
NFMS Show & Convention hosted by Hells Canyon Gem Club, Inc.  

Nez Perce Co. Fairgrounds 1229 Burrell Ave, Lewiston, Idaho 

Friday, October 18:  NFMS Annual Meeting: 4 PM @ Little Red Barn, Fairgrounds 
Saturday, October 19:  All Editors Breakfast: 8AM @ Little Red Barn, Fairgrounds  
Officers Luncheon:  Noon @ Little Red Barn, Fairgrounds                                          
Social Hour (No Host) 6:30 PM @ Red Lion Hotel                                               
Awards Banquet: 7:00 PM @ Red Lion Hotel 

Please Get Your Registrations, Reservations, and Credentials taken care of ASAP! 

A REMINDER AND REQUEST FROM THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
 

CREDENTIALS FOR ANNUAL MEETING 
Clara & Del Walker, Committee Chairpersons, must receive the NFMS Credentials, 
the NAMES (only) of Club Directors and Delegates, as soon as possible (ASAP) for 
planning purposes of the meeting.  The annual meeting will be held in Lewiston, ID, 

on Friday, Oct 18th, at 4 pm, at Little Red Barn/Nez Perce Co. Fairgrounds. 
The Credential forms below must be completed by the 

designated director/delegate, signed by the Club President and Secretary, and 
BROUGHT BY THE DIRECTOR AND DELEGATE to the annual meeting.   

Or, this should 
be done by the alternate delegate(s), if necessary.  Give us name(s) of attendees (not 

credentials forms) at least two weeks prior to the meeting. Call, email, or send to: 
Clara & Del Walker 

12377 SE Davis Loop 
Prineville, OR  97754 

Call  503-812-6540 or email to cdwalker@q.com 
(note email address ……… that is a "Q" not a "G") 

 

 
  

NFMS DIRECTOR’S CREDENTIALS 

  
Name of Director_____________________________________________ 
Name of Club________________________________________________ 
City, State___________________________________________________ 
Club President Signature_______________________________________ 
Club Secretary Signature_______________________________________ 
Date_______________ 
  
Must be completed and signed to be seated with voting rights at the Northwest 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies Annual Meeting 

  

 

  

NFMS DELEGATE’S CREDENTIALS 

 
Name of Delegate______________________________________________ 
Name of Club_________________________________________________ 
City, State____________________________________________________ 
Club President Signature_______________________________________ 
Club Secretary Signature_______________________________________ 
Date_______________ 
  
Must be completed and signed to be seated with voting rights at the Northwest 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies Annual Meeting 

 

News from the Midyear Meeting in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, June 1, 2019      
By Ronna Watkins 

 A moment of silence for cancer victims and their families was given.  North Idaho Mineral Club’s Junior Member, William, 

held the flag for our pledge.   

 The NFMS is continuing to up-dating operating procedures.  The up-dated Rules and Awards Committee operating procedures 

is complete after two years in the works.  Copies of the up-to-date document were passed out at the meeting.  After looking 

closely  at the operating procedures for the Newsletter Editor and Directory Chair, it has been decided to create a Circulation 

Chair.  This addition to the by-law will require your society’s vote and is on page 11 of this newsletter. 

 The following slate of nominees to the NFMS Executive Board for the term of Sept. 1 2019 to August 31, 2020 was announced: 

President, Ken Zahn; 1st Vice President, Beth Heesacker; 2nd Vice President, Larry Hulstrom; Executive Secretary; 

Judi Allison; Treasurer, Lyle Vogelpohl. 

 We still have several chair and 

committee positions open that 

need to be filled.  They are:  Bul-

letin Aids, Education, Junior 

Committee Members from each 

state within the NFMS, Newslet-

ter, Public Land Advisory, Public 

Relations, Safety, Rules & 

Awards Committee needs one 

person starting in September, En-

dowment Committee needs a 

Chair & Secretary, and the Nomi-

nating Committee needs one 

member from each NFMS area 

(Idaho/Utah, Montana, Oregon, 

and Washington/Alaska).  If you 

want to get on board with us, just 

give me a call.  If you have ques-

tions check out the operating pro-

cedures (these are on our website 

and in the back of your club’s di-

rectory). 

 New directories were handed out 

at the Midyear Meeting. 

 Our historian has compiled a 

comprehensive list of museums of 

interest to rockhounds by state 

that will be sent to each society.   

Find out more with your Director here! 
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JUDGING OP CHANGE PROPOSAL FOR LEWISTON 
Proposed by Lauren Williams 

Judging Director, Competitive Exhibits 
  

     The OP for Competitive Exhibits is very much out of date. This is a meatball surgical change to the entire Rules and Award 
Committee OP. An OP can be changed from the floor at the Annual NFMS Meeting. A Resolution is required for any change 
to any of the By-Laws. I see nothing in the By-Laws that needs to be changed. This Proposed OP change does not change or 
affect the change that was voted on at last year’s meeting. That change provided a much needed new paragraph to the OP, a 
Memorial Trophy list. 
     The first change is to remove the word “chairman” and replace it with the word “chair”. The second change is to remove 
the word “supplementary”. I have never seen any “Supplementary Competitive Rule”. The only Rule I have seen is the “Rule 
Book” from the AFMS. Third, the  NFMS Rules Committee has nothing to do with any Non-Competitive display cases or dis-
plays, nor does any one of the Rules and Awards Committee people have to belong to a host society, for the show. The Host 
Club for the show controls everything to do with the show including furnishing all Ribbons and badges and passes for the 
show . The Rules Committee furnishes its own “Judge” ribbon. The Rules Committee just tells the Host Club how many Com-
petitive displays that there will be and if the Host Club needs to furnish display cases for any of the Competitors. 
     Since the “whole” of the OP is being changed and to prevent the Annual Meeting from becoming too long I am asking that 
you accept the “is condition” of the OP that you see in your NFMS Directory. And for the Changes  that will be made to the 
OP,  to be as published and disseminated at the Mid-Year meeting in Coeur d’Alene. This information was also presented last 
year in Yakima. 
     This information was given out and discussed at the Mid-Year meeting in Coeur d’Alene. 
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July 21 & 22                               

Sat 10-5                                     

Sun 10-5 

Darrington Rock & Gem Club 

Mansford Grange                                                   

1265 Railroad Avenue                                         

(behind IGA)                                                             

Darrington, WA 

Troy Lehman 360 391 1153 littleexplorers@juno.com   

Ed Lehman 425 334 6282 wsmced@hotmail.com 

July 26, 27 & 28         

Fri. 9-6                                

Sat. 9-6                                  

Sun 9-5 

Washington Agate and                        

Mineral Society                                  

Annual Rock & Gem Show 

Parkside Elementary School                                   

301 Central Avenue E                                         

corner of Central Avenue & Stage St. South 

Tenino WA 98589 

Daniel De Boer                                                                              

keylock1@live.com                                                                     

website: https://wamsolympia.wordpress.com 

August 2, 3, & 4                       

Fri 10-5                                   

Sat. 10-5                                    

Sun. 10-4 

Far West Lapidary & Gem Society 

57th Annual Gem and Mineral 

Show 

North Bend Community Center                                    

2222 Broadway                                                         

North Bend, OR 

Don Innes                                                                                                   

541-396-5722                                                                                           

doninnes.innes20@gamil.com 

August 10 & 11                

Sat.  9 – 5                         

Sun. 10 – 5 

Maplewood Rock and Gem Club - 

Rock and Mineral Sale 

Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse,              

8802 196th ST SW,                                                  

Edmonds  WA 

Mary Ann Collins,                                                                        

206 714 3922                                                                  

collma1@comcast.net 

September 7 & 8                     

Sat. 10-5                                

Sun. 10-5 

Marcus Whitman                                 

Gem and Mineral Society                 

50th Annual Gem & Mineral Show 

Walla Walla County Fairgrounds                           

Community Center Building                                      

363 Orchard St.                                                       

Walla Walla, WA 

Jack L. Edwards                                                                                      

Cell: 509 520 1182                                                                                   

jcedwards1475@hotmail.com 

September 7 & 8                               

Sat. 9-5                            

Sun 10-4 

 

Clallam County                                  

Gem and  Mineral Association 

Vern Burton Community Center                          

308 East 4th Street                                                 

Port Angeles WA 

Kathy Schreiner 360 681 3811                                                                     

or                                                                                                             

Scott Thornhill 360 912 2987                                                                          

PO Box 98 Sequim WA 98382 

September 21 & 22                    

Sat. 10-6                                   

Sun. 10-4 

Cascade Mineralogical Society 

Kent WA 

Green River College                                              

Phys. Ed. Facility                                                    

12401 SE 320th Street                                               

Auburn, WA 

Mark Hohn                                                                                              

markhohn@gmail.com                                                                               

Website: www.cascademineralogicalsociety.org 

September 21 & 22     

Sat. 10-5                     

Sun. 10-4 

54th Annual Show                  

Southern Washington                

Mineralogical Society 

Castle Rock Fairgrounds                                

120 fair Lane Southwest Corner of HWY 411 

& Cowlitz River, Castle Rock WA 

Vicki Johnson 360-751-8031                       

vickijrocks@msn.com 

October 5 & 6                           

Sat. 10-5                                 

Sun. 10-5 

Marysville Rock and Gem Club 

45th Annual “Rocktobefest” 

 

Totem Middle School Gymnasium                              

605 7th Street NE                                                     

7th Street and State Avenue                          

Marysville, WA 

Brian Murril                                                                                              

425 346 9313                                                                                           

bmurril@aol.com                                                                                   

http://www.marysvillerockclub.com 

October 11, 12 & 13    

Fri. 10-6                      

Sat. 10-6                     

Sun. 10-5 

39th Annual Portland Regional 

Show of Gems, Minerals & Fossils 

Jackson Army National Guard                     

6255 NE Cornfoot Road                              

Portland, Or 

Linda Harvey                                                                   

503 310 3036                                                                   

Lindaharvey2010@gmail.com                                    

Website: www.portlandregionalgenandmineral.com 

October 18, 19, & 20 

Fri. 10-6                                

Sat. 10-6                                

Sun. 10-4 

Hells Canyon Gem Club            

NW Federation of Mineralogical 

Societies Annual Convention 

Nez Perce County Fair Building                              

1229 Burrell Avenue                                           

Lewiston, ID 83501 

Randy Squires 208-413-1806 rlsquires@cableone.net 

Rick Westerholm 208-746-2101 rkwester@cableone.net 

Linn Enger 208-746-4957 engerocks@yahoo.com       

Remit To:  Mary Lou Northrup 1623 Powers Ave,  

Lewiston ID        83501                                                                                                     

October 26 & 27                       

Sat. 9-6                                   

Sun. 10-5 

Clackamette                                        

Mineral and Gem Club                          

55th Annual Rock & Mineral 

Show—Nature’s Art 

Clackamas County Fairgrounds                                 

694 NE 4th Ave                                                        

Canby, OR 97013 

Karen McAllister                                                                                           

503 655 2527                                                                                                

gmaktmc@aol.com                                                       

www.clackamettegem.org 

October 26 & 27                           

Sat. 10-6                               

Sun. 10-5 

Bellevue Rock Club                  

“Octoberfest of Gems” 

Vasa Park                                                                 

3560 West Lake Sammamish PKWY SE          

Bellevue, WA 98008                

www.vasaparkresort.org 

Bruce Himko                                                                                              

PO Box 1851 Bellevue, WA 98009                                                        

bellevuerockclub@comcast.net                                                               

Website: http://www.bellevuerockclub.org 

November 9 & 10                   

Sat. 9-5                           

Sun.  10-4 

Skagit Rock & Gem Club 

“Treasures of the Earth”                          

Annual Rock & Gem Show 

Sedro Woolley Community Center                           

703 Pacific Street                                                    

Sedro Woolley, WA 

Debbie Franks                                                                                            

kagitrockandgem@gemail.com 

November 9 & 10               

Sat. 9 – 5                            

Sun. 10 – 5 

Maplewood Rock and Gem Club - 

Show 

Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse,                

8802 196th ST SW,                                                     

Edmonds  WA 

Mary Ann Collins                                                                         

206 714 3922                                                                                                      

collma1@comcast.net 

December 7 & 8                    

Sat. 9 – 5                            

Sun. 10 – 5 

Maplewood Rock and Gem Club - 

Rock and Mineral Sale 

Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse,               

8802 196th ST SW,                                                 

Edmonds  WA 

Mary Ann Collins                                                                                  

206 714 3922                                                                 

collma1@comcast.net 

  2020  

February 8 & 9          

Sat. 9-5                       

Sun. 9-4 

Whidbey Island Gem Club        

55th Annual                  

“Sweetheart of Gem’s” Show 

Oak Harbor Senior Center                               

51 SE Jerome Street                                      

Oak Harbor WA 

Keith Ludemann 360 675 1837            

rock9@whidbey.net 

NFMS Clubs’ Show Schedule  

National Park Service  
Announces 2019 Fee Free Days 

 

The five entrance fee-free days for 2019 will be: 
Sunday, August 25 – National Park Service Anniversary 
Saturday, September 28–National Public Lands Day 
Monday, November 11 – Veterans Day   
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/11-19-2018-fee-free-days.htm 

mailto:collma1@comcast.net
mailto:collma1@comcast.net
mailto:collma1@comcast.net

