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HELP        HELP        HELP 
Yes, the Publication Department needs help.  We need 
a replacement for the Circulation Chairperson, but first 
I will discuss the status of the mailing labels for the 
Newsletter. 
Newsletter Mailing List 
This issue of the Newsletter was addressed to NFMS 
members whose dues were paid to the NFMS 
Treasurer as of the 12/31/07 “cutoff” date.  
Approximately 50 of those members (out of 3900) had 
some sort of address problem and did not pass the test 
necessary for automated bulk mailing (lowest cost 
basis for mailing the newsletter).  This list essentially 
matches the membership list as published in the 
membership directory and handed out to those in 
attendance at the mid-year meeting last month. 

Since the first of the year, we have received several 
hundred new members to be added to the mailing list.  
These new members will be added to the mailing list 
in the next issue (June).  We apologize for the delay in 
updating the mailing list, but we had several personal 
issues that were more important and we focused our 
time and effort on those matters. 

If there is a member in your club that has not received 
the newsletter and their dues were paid following the 
recent membership drive (with a cutoff date of 
12/31/07), you should contact the Circulation 
Chairperson (Beverly Schroeder).  If a new member 
has been added after the cutoff date and they are not 
getting the newsletter, please wait until after the June 
issue to report those discrepancies. 

Circulation Chairperson Replacement.
We need a replacement for the Circulation Chair 
because your editor is spending too much time at the 
computer and I am getting burned out.  Even though 
Beverly’s name is listed as the circulation chairperson, 
about half the job requires some computer skills in MS 
Word and a spreadsheet (Excel) and I provide those 
skills.  Beverly does the rest, most of which is typing 
names and addresses into a spreadsheet or comparing 
club membership lists, the new and the old. 

The job description can be divided into two phases.  
Phase I would be that period following the 
membership drive at the beginning of the year and is 
the more time consuming period.  Phase II is adding 
new members to the mailing list during the year as 
they are received, mostly by e-mail.  We added about 
500 new names to the mailing list last year.  Below is 
an outline of the Phase I effort (step 1 through 5) 

1. Download the membership list one or more 
clubs at a time, copy into MS Word, save as 
plain text file, then import file into Excel 
(spreadsheet).  This is 100% mouse work. 

2. Use “Duplicate Remover” (a program you add 
to Excel) to find and eliminate multiple copies 
going to the same person or household. 

3. Send a draft copy of the mailing list (by e-
mail) to the AFMS editor (Carolyn 
Weinberger) to identify addresses that are 
rejected by the bulk mailing program.  

4. Search for correct addresses using both “zip 
codes” and “superpages” on the Internet to 
reduce the number of rejected addresses.  

5. Make address corrections and send the file by 
e-mail to Carolyn Weinberger for printing 
labels.

The main difference with phase II is that names and 
addresses are entered manually into a spreadsheet and 
then combined with the “master” mailing list.  Step 2 
above is still necessary, particularly if there are a large 
number of new entries.  Also, I don’t send Carolyn 
Weinberger a draft copy, but wait until the labels are 
printed and then get a rejected list.  In both phase I and 
II, I send the Directory chair a copy of the changes, 
additions and deletions.  

Does the above effort seem intimidating?  It isn’t 
really.  For instance, in step 1 above, I could probably 
go through the process several times in less than one 
hour.  What happens if no one volunteers?  The 
Federation looses a newsletter – there isn’t much sense 
in mailing a newsletter to obsolete addresses. 

PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL IF YOU ARE 
INTERESTED.  IT MAY SOUND 
COMPLICATED, BUT IT REALLY ISN’T AND 
IT WOULD BE A REAL SERVICE TO THE 
FEDERATION

Bryan Schroeder 
509-371-1572 

NFMSNEWS@ VERIZON.NET 
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Special Announcement  from Rocky 
McCall

SOME ONE AT THE MID-YEAR MEETING IN 
KENNEWICK PURCHASED TICKETS FOR THE 
ENDOWMENT AND RETURNED THE WRONG 
END OF THE STUB TO ROCKY McCALL.  THE 
LAST 3 NUMBERS ON THE TICKETS ARE 230-

--234. PLEASE CONTACT ROCKY 
AT  rm711@tgi.net
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NORTHWEST FEDERATION EXEC. OFFICERS 2007-2008

PRESIDENT:  Patty Amos, Mt. Hood Rock Club
15523 NE 215th Ave, Brush Prairie, WA 98606, (360) 892-3716, 
packrats2@msn.com 
1st VICE PRESIDENT:  Paul Heesacker, Tualatin Valley Gem 
Club, 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest Grove, OR, (503) 357-8804, 
heesacker@coho.net 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT:  Evelyn Cataldo, Lakeside Gem & 
Mineral Club,  99509 Brandon Dr., Kennewick, WA 99336, (509) 
628-0170, ecataldo@cbadams.com 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  Joan Day, Golden Spike Gem & 
Mineral  Society, 509 Highland Blvd., Brigham City,  UT.  84302 
(435) 723-3830, joanday@sisna.com 
TREASURER:  Lyle Vogelpohl, West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 
37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617, (206) 932-3292, 
nfmstreasurer@comcast.net 

NFMS STANDING COMMITTEES
BUDGET:   Paul Heesacker, 1st Vice President (see above)  
BULLETIN AIDS:  Darlene Denton, Mt. Baker Rock & Gem 
Club, 5830 Haddon Lane, Anacortes, WA  98221, (360) 588-0217 
CIRCULATION:  Beverly Schroeder, Lakeside Gem & Mineral 
Club, 153 Spring St., Richland, WA 99354-1651, (509) 371-1572, 
nfmsnews@verizon.net
CREDENTIALS:   Mary Bolton, Mt. Hood Rock Club, 17540 SE 
Brooklyn, Portland, OR  97236, (503) 760-5176, 
philmary@comcast.net.
CUSTODIAN:  Evelyn Cataldo, 2nd Vice President (see above)
DIRECTORY:  Audrey Vogelpohl, West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 
37th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617
nfmsdirectory@comcast.net 
EDUCATION:  Margaret Stallknecht, Stallknecht-Morgan 
Museum Gem & Mineral Society, P.O. Box 171, Letha, ID 83636, 
(208) 365-1653, mestallknecht@yahoo.com
ENDOWMENT FUND:  CHAIRMAN: Edna Nelson, Mt Hood 
Rock Club, 66830 Maple Crest Rd., Deer Island, OR 97054, (503) 
397-5284, snelson@ados.net ; TREASURER: Jon Spunaugle 
(Temporary), 4841 Doctor Eldridge Dr., Washougal, WA 98671, 
jonspe@comcast.net  
FINANCIAL ADVISOR: Open 
HISTORIAN:  Shirley Leeson, Intermountain Faceters Guild, P.O. 
Box 23, Tendoy, ID., 83468-0023, (619) 460-6128 or (208) 756-
2394, shirleyleeson@msn.com
JUNIORS CHAIR:  Gary Buhr, Everett Rock & Gem Club, 1242 
State Ave., PMB 157,#1, Marysville, WA  98270-3672, (360) 659-
7776 (work), (425) 356-7696 (cell), gemnut@hotmail.com; AK-
Steve Jensen, ID-Barbara Nash, MT-open, OR-Janine Owens UT-
Shaun Peck, WA-Marc Cimolino 
LONG RANGE PLANNING:  Beth Heesacker, Tualatin Valley 
Gem Club, 4145 NW Heesacker Rd., Forest Grove, OR, (503) 357-
8804, heesacker@coho.net
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Bryan Schroeder, Lakeside Gem & 
Mineral Club, 153 Spring St., Richland, WA 99354, (509)  371-
1572, nfmsnews@verizon.net
NOMINATING CHAIRMAN:  Chuck Sonner, So. WA. 
Mineralogical Society, 165 Tingle Rd., Winlock, WA. 98596, (360) 
785-3909, twofossils@toledotel.com; Members:  TBD
OPERATIONS  REVIEW:  OPEN 
PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL:  Russell Snook, Tualatin 
Valley Gem Club, 73 S. 26th Ave, Cornelius, OR 97113, (503) 648-
3989, dottys28@msn.com 
PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY: OPEN 
PUBLIC RELATION:  OPEN; Members:  AK-Tom and Linda 
Cooper, ID-Clarence Wright  
SLIDE/ VIDEO LIBRARIAN:  Quita Perry, Southern 
Washington Mineral Society,  P.O. Box 819, LaCenter, WA 98629, 
360-263-3075, NFMSProgramLibrary@TDS.net
NFMSProgramLibrary@TDS.net  
RESOLUTIONS:  Betty Luke, Butte Mineral and Gem Club,  
P.O.Box  254, Harrison, MT  59735, (406) 685-3694, 
ramblers@3rivers.net 
RULES & AWARDS CHAIR: Dee Holland, Intermountain 
Facetors Guild,  P.O.Box 23, Tenody, ID, 83468, (208) 756-2394, 
beauholland@centurytel.net 
JUDGING  DIRECTOR:  Joe Slouber, Butte Gem & Mineral 
Club  P.O. Box 427, Butte MT., 59703-0427, (406) 494-3034, 
RockHound@in-tch.com 
EXHIBITS REGISTRAR: Rocky McCall, Marysville Rock & 
Gem club, 8330 272nd St. NW, Stanwood, WA  98292-7430 
(360) 629-2515, rm711@tgi.net 
SAFETY:  Bo Jeffers, West Seattle Rock Club,1009 SW 125th , 
Seattle, WA, (206) 2248-1475, malum1nsea@comcast.net
SCHOLARSHIP: Rose Alene McArthur, Hells Canyon Gem 
Club, 33427 Highway 212, Orofino, ID. 83544, (208) 476-3840, 
obmcarthur@cpcinternet.com
SHOW CHAIRPERSON 2008:   Margaret Stallknecht (see
Education Chair above)
SHOW COORDINATION:  Judi Allison, Hatrockhounds Gem & 
Mineral Society, 1701 NW 11th #A, Hermiston OR.  97838 
(541) 720-4950, jall@eognet.net 

STAMPS:  Hermina Kolski, Billings Gem & Mineral Club, 208 
Riverview  #2E, Great Falls, MT 59404, (406) 453-7027
SUPPLIES:  Tim Hoff, Butte Mineral & Gem Club, 1016 
Waukesha Ave, Butte, MT., 59701, 406-491-3587, 
tttinker9742@bigskyhsd.com
WAYS & MEANS:  Janice Van Cura, Willamette Agate & 
Mineral Society, Inc.3448 NW Covey Run, Corvalis, OR 97330  
(503)753-2401 jvancura@peak.org
WEBMASTER:  Jack Eads, Kitsap Mineral & Gem Soc., 5169 E. 
Hillcrest Drive, Port Orchard, WA. 98366-8101, (360) 871-2445, 
jacke@silverlink.net 
NFMS WEB SITE:  www.amfed.org/nfms 

NFMS SPECIAL COMMITTEES 2008

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN:  Keene Clay, Mt Hood Rock Club, 
19473 SE Foster, Boring OR 97009, (503) 558-8500, 
clayken@comcast.net 
NORTHWEST ROCKHOUND  RETREAT (Hancock):  Lamar 
Tilgner (Chair), Mt. Hood Rock Club, 200 SE Olvera Ave., 
Gresham, OR  97080, (503) 666-2905, LSTILGNER@aol.com
CLAIMS COMMITTEE:  Rocky McCall, Marysville Rock & 
Gem club, 8330 272nd St. NW, Stanwood, WA  98292-7430 
(360) 629-2515, rm711@tgi.net 
OPERATIONS PROCEDURE UPDATE: Open 
ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR:  Viola Jones, Skagit Rock & 
Gem Club, P. O. Box 2841, Mt. Vernon, WA.  98273, 
(360) 424-8340, rocks1x1vi.george@verizon.net  

AFMS COMMITTEES (NFMS Representatives):

ENDOWMENT FUND-Rocky McCall, EDITORS HALL OF 
FAME-Open, BULLETIN EDITOR-Bryan Schroeder, NFMS 
CLUB PUBLICATIONS-Darlene Denton, ROCKHOUND OF 
THE YEAR-Viola Jones, CONSERVATION & AWARD 
LEGISLATION-Darlene Posthuma, EDUCATION-ALL 
AMERICAN AWARD-Margaret Stallknecht, 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS-Bill and Janet Smith, 
JUNIORS PROGRAM-Gary Buhr, PROGRAM
COMPETITION-Quita Perry, PUBLIC RELATIONS-OPEN, 
SAFETY-Bo Jeffers SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION-Dee
Holland & Rose MacArthur,  SUPPLIES AND PUBLICATIONS-
Tim Hoff, JUDGE TRAINING COMMITTEE-Dee Holland, 
UNIFORM RULES-Dee Holland (Director) & Barbara Jacobsen, 
WAYS AND MEANS-Glenn Lee (chair) & Janice Van Cura, 
WEBSITE-Jack Eads. 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

The AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION (ALAA) is 
a 501(c)(4) organization.  Its purpose is to promote and ensure the 
right of amateur hobby fossil and mineral collecting, recreational 
prospecting and mining, and the use of public and private lands for 
educational and recreational purposes; and to carry the voice of all 
amateur collectors and hobbyists to our elected officials, govern-
ment regulators and public lands managers.  Your annual member-
ship fee of $25.00 helps support their activities.  Contact:  TBD

The AFMS NEWSLETTER is published monthly except Jan-Jul-
Aug by the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Each 
NFMS member club should have three people (usually the Pres, 
Secretary, and Editor) receiving the AFMS Newsletter.  If they are 
not, or if anyone else wants to subscribe ($4.50 per year), write to: 
AFMS Central Off., Steve Weinberger, P.O. Box 302, Glyndon, 
MD 21071-0302.  Make checks payable to “AFMS”.    Email: 
cebar62@aim.com

The NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is the official publication of 
the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies (NFMS) and is 
usually published ten (10) times per year.  This publication is 
brought to you through your club membership in NFMS. The 
purpose of the Northwest Newsletter is to keep all NFMS members 
informed of activities and events pertaining to the business and 
services of the Federation.  The Newsletter is printed and mailed to 
approximately 3500 homes in six states by Burley Reminder in 
Burley ID.  For matters related to the Newsletter (i.e. content, 
advertising, etc) contact the Newsletter Editor (printed elsewhere 
on this page).  For matters related to the Newsletter circulation (new 
members, address changes, etc.) contact the Circulation
Chairperson (located elsewhere on this page). 

SHOW COORDINATION.  Your Federation provides a free 
service for NFMS members by listing your show in this Newsletter, 
on the NFMS website, two magazines (“Rocks and Minerals” and  
“Rock and Gem”) and the on-line Calendar from “Lapidary 
Journal”.  Please provide the date and time for the show, the club 
name and show title (if applicable), the location of the show, and 
most important a contact person with address, e-mail address and/or 
phone (e-mail is preferred).  Please send your show information four 
to six months in advance to the SHOW COORDINATION
Chairperson (printed elsewhere on this page).  If you see an error  

once your show is listed, or if your show is not listed, contact 
Newsletter Editor (printed elsewhere on this page). 

SAVE STAMPS PROGRAM.  NFMS members are encouraged to 
use and save commemorative stamps. The money generated from 
the sale of these used (cancelled) stamps is then donated to Cancer 
Research.  The collected stamps can be sent to the STAMPS 
Chairman (printed elsewhere on the page), brought to the NFMS  
Annual Show or given to your Federation Director in your club.  

ATTENTION CLUB TREASURERS: 
Where to send your money: 

(See this page for address, phone, or e-mail) 
To NFMS Treasurer for: 
 1.  Dues and supplies 
 2.  Donations for the general fund 
 3.  Donations to Junior Achievement 
Send to:  Lyle Vogelpohl, see Treasurer this page. 

To NFMS Endowment Fund Treasurer for: 
1.  Donations to Endowment Fund 
2. Memorial contributions 

Make check payable to NFMS Endowment Fund 
Endowment Fund Treasurer is an open position.  Should ask Edna 
Nelson who she wants the funds to be sent to. 

To NFMS Scholarship Chairperson for: 
1.  Donations to AFMS Scholarship Fund 

 2.  Memorial contributions 
Make check payable to AFMS Scholarship Fund.
Send to: Rose Alene Mc Arthur (see Scholarship this page). 

To AFMS Endowment Fund  for: 
1.  Donations to AFMS Endowment 

 2.  Memorials 
Send to:   To Be Determined 

To ALAA Treasurer for: 
1. Memberships, new and renewals 
2. Donations

Make check payable to ALAA 
Send to Norman W. Hanschu, ALAA Treasurer, 6607 Sturbridge 
Ln; Canton, MI  48187-2638  

NFMS NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT.  Members, Non-
members, clubs, etc. can advertise in the Northwest Newsletter.  
This service is provided to help defray the cost of printing and 
mailing the newsletter and is encouraged by the Federation.  The 
only criteria for the ad is that it be hobby related (e.g. rocks, 
equipment, grit, shows, etc.).  

Ads for the Northwest Newsletter are 
$1.50 per square inch. 

Example:  3” x 4” ad = 12 inches 
12 inches x $1.50 = $18 per issue of the 

Newsletter
Do not send ads on colored paper because the back-ground will look 
gray in the ad.  Following the placement of the ad, the Editor will 
send a billing statement to the customer which will include 
instructions to make payment to the NFMS Treasurer.  For more 
information or questions, call, e-mail or write the Newsletter Editor 
(printed elsewhere on this page.)

DEADLINE
for YOUR SUBMISSIONS TO 

the next 
NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is

May 10th

For the June 2008 Issue 
509 371 1572 

BRYAN SCHROEDER 
NFMS NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

nfmsnews@verizon.net 
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Patty Amos 

NFMS
President

Paul
Heesacker

1st Vice 
Pres.

Evelyn
Cataldo

2nd Vice 
President

Spring Greetings from Kennewick

The warm weather is finally arriving and we are 
preparing our camping trailer for the trip to the Tri-
Federation Rendezvous at Texas Springs later this 
month.  Hope to have a chance to chat with you either 
at the campground or on one of the field trips during the 
Rendezvous.

In cleaning out the storage compartments of the trailer, 
we discovered that we had not unloaded part of last 
year’s rock finds.  What fun to rediscover our treasures!   

Thank you to Mike Wall, Editor of the West Seattle 
Petroglyphs.  Mike has added me to his list of 
electronic newsletter recipients.  It is informative and 
educational to read about other Clubs’ activities.  
Mike’s Club just finished their 42nd annual West Seattle 
Rock & Gem Show.  Congratulations on a successful 
Show.  I’m envious of the aprons that the West Seattle 
Club designed for use at their Show.  Maybe I can 
persuade my Club to design and produce an apron for 
our next Show. 

I would love to receive an electronic copy of your 
Club’s newsletter.  I will reciprocate by sending you an 
electronic copy of my Club’s newsletter.  We can 
exchange ideas and thoughts on how to continue 
strengthening and growing our Clubs and the 
Federation.  Send your newsletter to 
ecataldo@cbtabs.com. 

Until Next Month 
Evelyn Cataldo 
509.628.0170 

Margaret
Stallknecht

Education Chair 

NFMS 2008 
Show Chair 

2008 Regional Show 
Hello everyone! What a winter! I'm glad that spring is 
around the corner and that I was able to visit out of 
town with clubs last winter. Boy with all the snow I 
wouldn’t have been able to this winter. The show is 
coming along good.  With all the committees pulling 
their load, it makes light work for the rest of us.  The 
Oregon National Guard will come and stay at the fair 
grounds and be security for us! I think that is 
wonderful. The American Legion will cook 
breakfast Friday and Saturday from 6-? so the field trip  
people can eat and make the trips. I have the list of trips 
but not sure if I can get them in this time but I will try. I 
have just returned from the Ogden and Twin Falls 
shows. We received a wonderful response from 
everyone at the Fossil Park in Ogden.  They just 
confirmed that they will come and prep dino bones for 
us to add to the display Mr. Ennsley will have there. All 
the dealers are going to be wonderful. There are a lot of 
new rock that no one has seen yet!  The jasper from 
South Africa, whoooooo.. Opals, you name it! I think 
we have it covered. New or old, it should be there.  
Remember you can download the paper work on line 
and, if you have questions, call 208-230-2487.     

Education Program
Well the Education program is growing and going into 
my 3rd year. I hope you all are happy so far. We were 
able to get 3 new programs in to the library.  We have 4 
new clubs with a possibility of 3 more in April. I have 
visited with many clubs and found a lot of things that 
we all need to work on to help improve the running of 
the clubs. The big thing is going to be getting 
memberships back up. I know that is hard, but we are 
going to start to have work shops that I hope will 
help. Please show your support and try to make the 
show in June. There will be a lot going on with field 
trips before and after so you can spend time going to 
the work shops we have lined up and visiting with each 
other. Come prepared to buy from the dealers! It’s 
going to be a big learning experience all the way 
around!  Thanks, hope to see you soon! 

Darlene’s
Doodles

NFMS Bulletin Aids 
Chair

Good Morning Editors: 

Thank you for continuing to send in your monthly 
bulletins: they all are very interesting & enjoyable to 
read, plus I am sure the clubs you exchange bulletins 
with receive a lot of information they can & do use, 
which helps make all the bulletins worth sending & 
receiving. Keep up the good work. 
There are a number of Clubs who do not have their 
editor send in their bulletins. Do you think you might 
be missing out on something? 
Would the following clubs and/or Editors please send 
me at least one issue of their bulletin for 2008? 
PLEASE!!!

ALASKA PEBBLE PATTER-Sue Hilton 
Matanuska-Susitna-Lila Taylor 
EUREKA NEWS-Andy Punsford 
Dust from the Diggings-Cal Miller 
LAKE CITY RH NEWS-Bev Bockman 
Owyhee Gem-Bill & Kathy Henn 
M-S MUSEUM NEWS-Andy Lunsford 
Bitterroot Conglomerate-Ralph Luther 
DUSTY ROCKS-Amanda Newnham 
Bellevue Rockhound-Editor 

    E.KING CO NEWS-Michelle Teague 
Dust & Grit-Deborah Estes 
ROCK WAVES-Russ Nation 
Panorama Prospect—Joseph Barreca 
PEND OREILLE NEWS-Pat Weeks 
Pt Townsend RC News-Kathy Sahli 

Perhaps the Editor is not the one listed above. 
PLEASE THINK ABOUT SENDING OUT 
YOUR CLUB BULLETIN. 

Darlene Denton 
NFMS Bulletin Aids 
5830 Haddon Lane 

Anacortes WA 98221

Rocky McCall 

Nominating 
Committee

Member and 
Past President

As a member of the 
nominating 
committee I have 

received permission from Fritz Mack to place his name 
as a nominee for 2nd Vice President of NFMS at the 
General Meeting in Ontario Oregon .  

Fritz has been a member of the Everett Rock & Gem 
Club for many years and held many offices both in his 
local club but also served on the Safety committee for 
the NFMS. 

COMMENTS, THOUGHTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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2008 NFMS Rockhound Retreat 
Camp Hancock Field Station, OR 

by  Jack L. Edwards 
2004 – 2005 Past President 

 My congratulations to Lamar Tilgner and the 
supporters who have made our NFMS Rockhound 
Retreat a success.  Lamar called me in mid April to tell 
me that, for the first time, the Retreat had filled all 50 
vacancies and had a waiting list of six NFMS members. 
     One of the first meetings that I had as President, 
relating to NFMS activities, was in October 2004 at 
Camp Hancock. This was to see if we could get the 
stalled program restarted.  In attendance were:  Past 
President Russell Snook, Larry Abney, Don Kendall, 
Jim Godfrey, Lyle Vogelpohl, Lamar and myself.   I 
apologize if I missed anyone.   
    We worked up rough details on what activities would 
be made available for 2005.  Lamar accepted the 
Chairmanship for the project, and Larry Abney would 
be the OMSI Coordinator 
    That was four years ago, and Lamar has faithfully 
continued to work towards having the great retreat that 
we now have. 
    If you have not attended, please plan on trying to 
attend in 2009.  It is great fun, a wonderful learning 
experience and you will meet other NFMS Club 
members. 
    Our Federation owes Lamar and the members who 
have supported him a big round of applause and thanks. 

Northwest Fossil of the Month 

 by Betty McLin Hare  (Idaho Gem Club 
Member & Webmaster, Idaho Museum of Mining 
& Geology VP.  Betty can be contacted thru 
bmhare@hotmail.com

Wyoming’s Fossil Fish 

Welcome to Kemmerer, Wyoming - The Fossil Fish 
Capital of the World.  “Kemmerer, Wyoming is a small 
town with a population of 103 Pronghorn Antelope, 
113,000 Fossil Fish and 3000 people located near the 
Fossil Butte National Monument, some of the best 
hunting and fishing in the world, and the majesty of 
Yellowstone Park.” Or so their web page says, Fossil 
Butte National Monument. 

Some of the world's best preserved fossils are found in 
the flat-topped ridges of southwestern Wyoming's cold 
sagebrush desert. Fossilized fish, insects, plants, 
reptiles, birds, and mammals are exceptional for their 
abundance, variety, and detail of preservation.  Most 
remarkable is the story they tell of ancient life in a sub-
tropical landscape. The Green River Formation includes 
the best paleontological record of Tertiary aquatic 
communities in North America and possibly the world. 

A most 
excellent
site for 
information 
and advice 
about the 
Green
River

Formation’s fish fossils is at 
http://www.orerockon.com/ore_rock.htm.  Click on the 
Green River Formation Fossil Fish Digging spot.  Tim 
Fisher’s site is wonderful …. and he has experience.   
He tells you where to go, what to do, what the fossils 
are, how to collect them and how to prepare them 

Kemmerer is also the home of Fossil Butte National 
Monument that displays all of the wonderful fossils.  
Fossil Butte National Monument is located in southwest 
Wyoming near U.S. Highway 30, approximately 13 
miles west of Kemmerer and 15 miles east of Sage 
Junction near the Utah/Wyoming state lines.  

Once spring officially breaks and that old demon cabin 
fever takes over, this is a wonderful place to roam.  The 
museum is breath-taking and full of amazing fossils.  
The hills around are rimmed with fossil digging 
operations.  No one comes away empty handed. Either 
your pockets are full of fish or your brain is full of 
thoughts of the earth during the Tertiary!  At any rate, 
it’s a great place to experience the past!  Go there! 

A.F.M.S. Club Rockhound of  the Year 
by Vi Jones, N.F.M.S.  Committee Chair 

What is it?  And what does it have to do with my club 
or me? 

Truly belonging to any club means commitment and 
passion for the hobby, plus the ability to share your 
talents and help others grow.  Many clubs have 
mentoring committees, and if you have been a recipient 
of this type of program you know what I am talking 
about.   We all learn in different ways--but without 
someone to teach, demonstrate, coordinate, lead or 
spend countless hours of service doing endless tasks--
our interests and hobby will die.  I for one refuse to fall 
prey to apathy and don’t want my club or hobby to die.   

So how do we keep our rockhound hobby alive?  We 
honor all those who are making it work!  It also helps to 
have some imagination and the ability to work with 
others in getting needs met. (How to keep clubs alive 
and growing is a separate topic for another time.)   

The A.F.M.S. Club Rockhound of the Year is simply an 
HONOR--an honor that an officer or committee of your 
club bestows on an individual or couple that have 
demonstrated work, skills or dedication above and 
beyond normal expectations of club members. 

Each year the American Society of Mineralogical 
Societies publishes your nomination plus a short write-
up (approximately 100 words) in the A.F.M.S. 
Newsletter.  Each year, each club is eligible to 
nominate their “Rockhound of the Year”.  This write-up 
also appears in your club bulletin and the N.F.M.S. 
Bulletin.  What better way to recognize the efforts of 
your members?  I would recommend that each club 
establish a committee chair to search out and recognize 
the talented and industrious members of each club so 
that people get the credit they deserve.   I won’t tell you 
how to honor your members--that is your job and your 
responsibility--just get it done!  Yearly! 

Please submit your club name(s) and a short description 
of their accomplishments to me and I will see that it is 
in the correct format and sent in to the A.F.M.S. and 
N.F.M.S.  (If each club from the N.F.M.S. contributed 
their one nomination, we would fill up the A.F.M.S. 
newsletter!)   

Vi Jones 
P. O. Box 2841 

Mount Vernon, WA  98273-7841 
(360) 424-8340 or e-mail 

rocks1x1vi.george@verizon.net

Rockhound of the Year Nomination 

North Puget Sound Faceting Guild nominates Bob 
Jimenez as our Rockhound of the Year.  Texas rock 
hounds, Bob and his wife Shirley (now deceased) 
moved to Washington in 1998 and immediately became 
involved in the Whidbey Pebble Pushers and the North 
Puget Sound Faceting Guild.  Bob became the editor of 
both club newsletters--winning many honors for his 
editorial expertise.  Bob and Shirley were officers in 
both organizations.  They enthusiastically planned and 
helped coordinate two faceting conferences held by the 
faceting guild.  Bob was instrumental in starting a 
school program honoring children for exemplary 
behavior.   Students received polished rocks as their 
reward.   Bob also helped junior rock hound activities 
including field trips, teaching about rocks and 
displaying.   Although Shirley never got Bob to facet, 
he published a thorough and interesting bulletin for 
nearly 10 years.  Bob has demonstrated a high standard 
of excellence in all aspects of the hobby and we thank 
and salute him! 

Submitted by ViJones, President, North Puget Sound 
Faceting Guild and 

Beverly Dillon, Federation Director 

REMINDER
DEADLINE FOR COMPETITIVE 

EXHIBITS FOR THE NFMS SHOW IN 
ONTARIO, OREGON IS: JUNE 1, 2008.

Applications must be in to Rocky McCall, 8330 272nd 
St. NW Stanwood, WA 98292-7430.  Don't wait till the 
last minute, we all have horror stories about the Post 
Office.

PARTICIPATING is the key word here.  YOU who put 
in a competitive or non-competitive exhibit are giving 
the public a glimpse into our hobby. 

For those of you who will be putting in a non-
competitive exhibit, if you would like to have it 
evaluated by a judge, please contact me at the show, 
preferable on Thursday during set-up to let me know so 
I can find an appropriate judge for you. 

I hope we will have a large group competing this year, 
as next year in 2009 we will be host to the 
AFMS/NFMS show in Billings, Montana and we'd like 
to have as many as possible qualified ahead of time. 

Dee Holland 
NFMS Rules Chair, 2008 
beauholland@centurytel.net  Note new email 

or shirleyleeson@msn.com  please use both emails 

COMMENTS, THOUGHTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Future Rockhounds of America UPDATE 
by Jim Brace-Thompson 

AFMS Juniors Program Chair 
I have recently updated and augmented the American Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies Future Rockhounds of America (FRA) Merit Badge program to 
incorporate 6 new badges (thus bringing the total number of merit badges to 15, 
plus a Membership badge and a Rockhound badge for kids earning at least 6 of the 
merit badges).  The newly revised manual is in the process of being posted to the 
AFMS web site with a host of other updated materials I'm sending to AFMS web 
master, Marty Hart. 

If I can provide you with any further information about FRA or the associated merit 
badge program, please don't hesitate to call, email, or write.  I'm here to serve you 
and to assist in helping inspire and involve the next generation of rockhounds! 

7319 Eisenhower Street 
Ventura, CA 93003 

(805) 659-3577 
jbraceth@roadrunner.com 

Below is the first of a three part series that I have composed to supplement the 
information already available on the Future Rockhounds of America program.  The 
remaining updates will be included in subsequent issue of this newsletter. 

Part I – How to Use the FRA Badge Program 

Here are answers to 4 common questions I always receive about the AFMS/FRA 
merit badge program: 

How Does the Merit Badge Program Work?
 The program consists of an FRA Membership badge, 15 merit badges 
(Rocks & Minerals, Earth Resources, Fossils, Lapidary Arts, Collecting, 
Showmanship, Communication, Field Trips, Leadership, Earth Processes, Earth in 
Space, Gemstone Lore & Legend, Stone Age Tools & Art, Gold Panning & 
Prospecting, and Rocking on the Computer), and a “Rockhound Badge” for kids 
who earn 6 of the 15 merit badges.  A 155-page guidebook describes and outlines 
requirements for each of the 15 merit badges.  There are 85 activities to choose 
from, or about a half dozen activities per badge, with kids required to complete 
only 3 activities to earn any particular badge.  Checklists in the guidebook make it 
easy for youth leaders to sign off on activities as junior members complete them.  
In addition, brief back-up pages and suggestions help leaders guide their kids 
through each activity.  The guidebook is available both in hardcopy  (photocopied) 
and on the AFMS web site (http://www.amfed.org/fra/meritbadge.htm).  To save 
on costs to the program, which is being provided entirely free, I encourage you to 
download a copy of the guidebook and its checklist sheets from the web.  If this is 
not possible, contact me for a copy. 

How Do I Sign up the Kids in My Local Club?
 The program is for clubs with youth members enrolled in the AFMS Future 
Rockhounds of America (FRA).  To enroll your kids, contact me (call 805-659-
3577 or email jbraceth@roadrunner.com).  All you need is a group of kids (up to 
age 18), a sponsoring club, a key contact person, and an application to FRA.  (An 
application form will be included in the next issue of this newsletter)  Your club 
must be affiliated with the AFMS.  The number of youth is not important:  you can 
have as few as just 1 or 2—or as many as you can handle! 

How Do I Order the Merit Badges?
 Because this is a fairly new program and we don’t have a long history as to 
what potential supply-and-demand will be, I’m keeping distribution of badges 
centralized, at least until we’ve developed such a history.  For budgetary reasons, 
we are only able to order limited quantities of badges at a time.  Thus, rather than 
send bulk quantities of badges to local youth leaders and exhaust our supply right 
away, I ask that local leaders at individual clubs send me requests for badges as 
they are earned. 
 How to go about this?  You should make multiple copies of the activity 
checklists that are included in the merit badge guidebook.  For each child, check off 
activities as they are completed.  When at least 3 activities are checked off for any 
one badge, both the child and youth leader sign the checklist, write in the mailing 
address of the youth leader, and send it to me:  Jim Brace-Thompson, AFMS 
Juniors Program Chair, 7319 Eisenhower Street, Ventura, CA 93003.  I’ll record  

the information and send the badge.  To speed the whole process, I’m also willing 
to do fulfillment via the phone or email (see my contact info, above) rather than 
through the mail so long as the youth leader indicates:  1) the badge being 
requested, 2) which activities a child has completed to earn that badge, 3) the 
child’s name and name of his/her club, and 4) name and mailing address of the 
youth leader to send the badge to. 
 I know this is a bit cumbersome and will mean a time lag in getting badges 
to kids.  But, in discussing this with others in the AFMS, I decided it’s best to use 
this centralized approach at least in the beginning in order to monitor how much the 
program is getting utilized.  It’s also necessary in order to keep tabs on which 
activities are proving most popular and how many badges actually end up getting 
awarded.  This way, we’ll have an accurate record for the future in estimating 
budgets for how many badges, and which ones, will need to be manufactured on a 
regular basis.  In order to keep the program free, we need to monitor all costs 
closely and keep a lid on those costs by only distributing what’s actually being 
used.

How Can We Make the Merit Badge Program Better?
 Finally, I welcome feedback, comments for improvements to existing 
activities, and ideas of new activities and badges to add to the program.  My hope is 
to add new badges every 3 or 4 years.  We started this in 2004 with 9 badges, 
which were augmented in 2008 with 6 more, many of which were the direct result 
of suggestions by kids and their youth leaders.  So let’s all pitch in to provide an 
educational program by which kids learn, earn rewards, and—as always—have 
fun!

BLUERIBBON COALITION ACTION ALERT! 
Submitted by Shirley Leeson and Dee Holland 

Attention Recreationists!
Nicholas Haris, Western States Representative for the American Motorcyclist 
Association (AMA), just sent us their latest News Release. I have pasted in a copy 
below; please take a couple of minutes to read it over, take action and pass it on to 
your friends.  

NEW OFF-ROAD TRAILS BANNED IN WASHINGTON STATE 

PICKERINGTON, Ohio--In a last-minute maneuver, Washington State lawmakers 
effectively banned the creation of new motorized off-road riding trails and facilities 
for at least a year, even though the state will continue collecting fees and taxes 
from those trail users, the American Motorcyclist Association reports. 
The amendment to the budget bill was inserted at the last minute during a late-night 
conference committee meeting, leaving no chance for public input or debate, said 
AMA Western States Representative Nick Haris.  "It's hard to say which is more 
outrageous: the way this language was inserted in the bill in the dark of night, or 
the fact that the state of Washington plans to keep taking gasoline tax money and 
registration fees from off-road vehicle users -- money that is supposed to be used to 
create off-road recreation opportunities -- while giving the ORV community 
nothing in return for at least an entire year," said Haris. 

The proposed state budget, which covers the period from July 1, 2008 to June 30, 
2009, was approved by the full legislature on March 13 and the measure, 
ESHB2765, is now on Gov. Christine Gregoire's desk.  The ban on new trails and 
facilities was contained in a single paragraph buried on page 75 of a 129-page bill 
by a six-member conference committee that hammered out Senate and House 
differences over the proposed budget before sending the document to the floors of 
both chambers for final approval. The conference committee members were Sens. 
Karen Fraser (D-Thurston County), Debbie Regala (D-Tacoma) and Dale 
Brandland (R-Bellingham) and House members Bill Fromhold (D-Vancouver-
Clark County), Shay Schual-Berke (D-SeaTac) and Joyce McDonald (R-Puyallup). 
In the section of the budget that provides funding for the Department of Natural 
Resources recreation renovations, those lawmakers inserted 11th-hour language 
that reads: 
"The department shall not plan for, or construct, new or expanded facilities or trails 
for off-road vehicles for recreation on state lands until after June 30, 2009, unless 
the project is already funded, has been considered as part of a landscape-level plan 
for recreation that has completed State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) review, 
which included public participation, and is the best alternative to protect 
environmental or trust resources and public safety from immediate risk." 
"These legislators owe the OHV community an explanation for why this language 
was added to the bill with no opportunity for public comment," said Haris. 
"Additionally, the AMA calls on Governor Gregoire to use her line-item veto to 
remove this unfair amendment from the budget bill." 
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Share Your Local Collecting Locations

Send us short descriptions of favorite collecting areas that are available in your 
state or county.  This is a great way to help build the hobby and help others in their 
exploration for new areas.  Does anyone have information about Redtop, or the 
Garnet area in Idaho, or a favorite fossil area or directions to less known collecting 
sites that can be shared?   Share your knowledge by sending your collecting tips 
to the NFMS Northwest Newsletter.  Below is a sample three Central Oregon 
Locations provided by Keene Clay of the Mt Hood Rock Club.  This is a GREAT 
way to contribute to the Newsletter and make the newsletter more interesting 
to others.  This could be done on a regular or occasional basis, what ever fits 
your schedule and knowledge base. 

Central Oregon Collecting locations 
by Keene Clay, Mt Hood Rock Club 

The following is a brief summary of some of the sites that are available in the 
Prineville, Oregon area.  This is by no means a complete list.  Each of these sites is 
still productive and worthy of small or large groups on a rock hounding adventure.  
They are listed in no specific order.  Maps that show these sites and other are 
available at the BLM on the East end of Prineville on Highway 26.   

Pink Limb: Follow the Post/Paulina highway southeast out of Prineville to 
milepost 51.  At MP 51 there is a gravel road that goes south for about 4 miles and 
ends up at a camping area on the South Fork of the Crooked River.  The collecting 
area is in an area about one mile surrounding the camp and extending for a 
considerable distance further to the south and west.  You can also get to the 
collecting area by going south on Camp Creek road for about 8 miles and taking the 
dirt road to the east just past the rock quarry. 
Pink limb material is an agate cast of wood limbs and pieces.  It is classically pink 
in color but also will be clear, blue, green and grey.  Some still has the wood grain 
showing and some will have beautiful quartz crystal interiors.  Pieces can still be 
found in sizes ranging from finger size to tree trunk sizes.  This location is 
available spring through fall.  It is incredibly hot in mid summer.  It is best in the 
spring after heavy rains.  The best collecting often requires some significant hiking 
over rough terrain.  Some people have been successful digging in banks near the 
river and creeks in the area. 

White Fir Springs Jasper Eggs: Take Highway 26 east out of Prineville to MP 
41and turn left on Wildcat Mountain Road.  This site and others are well marked on 
maps available at the Prineville Forest Service or BLM offices.  Follow this road 
for about 4 miles and watch for the forest service sign on the right side of the road.  
Turn up this little spur road for about 200 yards and you will see distinct diggings 
on both sides of the roadway.  The first big dig on the left has always been 
productive for rock hounds that are willing to put in the work.  The trick is to clean 
out the hole to about 5 feet deep.  The top 4 feet will have very little material.  
Once you get to the 5 foot depth you will find a variety of tan lumpy potato shaped 
rocks.  Some of them are still in the original matrix of welded ash.  Do not overlook 
the large clumps of welded ash because they contain some of the best and largest 
eggs.  The prize material is the tri-color or four color eggs that blend white, yellow, 
brown and purple in beautiful pastels.  If one egg has good color, the others in the 
hole will usually have the same colors.  There are many holes in the area and all 
have been productive, but the best multicolored eggs have been in the area close to 
the road.

Lucky Strike Mine: This is a fee dig.  You can dig the eggs in the mine and pay 
$1.00 per pound or you can pick your eggs out of a pile at the cabin and pay 4 
quarters per pound.  The eggs are excellent and Kop, the claim owner for over 50 
years,  is a bit of Oregon history and lore that you shouldn’t miss.  To get to the 
claim, take Highway 26 east out of Prineville.  Near the summit, (and just past the 
rest area on the left), you will turn right on road 27.  This road goes across the 
North side of the Mill Creek Wilderness.  Follow 27 to road 200.  (Watch for signs 
to Lucky Strike mines).  Turn right on road 200 and continue for another 2 long 
miles.  Watch for more signs to the mine entrance. 

MP 40 Agate and nodules:  Take Highway 26 east out of Prineville.  At about MP 
40 you will see a large rock quarry on the left side of the highway.  Go through the 
large green gate and into the quarry.  Close the gate behind you.  This quarry 
changes whenever they have worked in it, and the best times are if you get there 
soon after they have been removing rock for local road work.  There are several 
layers, at about 50 foot intervals.  Access to the layers is easiest if you hike up the 
“cat” trails on the north side of the quarry.  If you look at the exposed face of the 
rock you will see layers of white seam agate.  It varies greatly in color, thickness  

and quality.  If you go into the upper levels of the quarry, you may find interesting 
bluish agate nodules ranging from the size of walnuts to the size of softballs.  They 
weather out of the sheer cliffs and may not be present if others have been there 
before you.  Like many locations, it is a treasure hunt and you may find nothing 
more than exceptional geological formations and lots of exercise. Be very careful to 
watch for loose and unstable rock and be cautious if digging in the exposed face of 
the cliff.  Be aware of the people above and below you in the quarry. 
It would be worthwhile to explore the larger area around the quarry.  The agate and 
nodules run through a much larger area. 

Lead, Follow, Explore 
We often worry about the loss of possible collecting sites.  We can lose them 
because of changes in policy, ownership, and claim status.  Most often we lose 
them because we forget that they are available and we stop going.  We have more 
good sites than any of us can cover in a 5 year period.  We need to remember that 
the rock hounds that follow us today should become trip leaders in the years to 
come and make sure everybody has a chance to collect. 

INTER-REGIONAL FIELD TRIPS  
by Richard Pankey, Inter – Regional Field Trips 

The AFMS ad hoc committee for Inter Regional Field Trips was 
established to promote and conduct interaction between the members of the 
Federations of AFMS.  And, when I say members, I don’t mean the clubs or the 
officers, I mean the people.  The rockhounds!  Prior to establishing this committee 
the interaction between Federations typically only happened at an AFMS combined 
meeting and show.  And, this basically has been limited to the Federations’ officers 
and the committees.  While the stated purpose of this committee is to hold and 
promote field trips, I think the scope could be expanded to include rock swaps, 
seminars, classes, and the like.  To start, we will focus on field trips.  

 A difference between an “Inter Regional Field Trip” and a Federation field 
trip or a club trip often comes down to who is invited, how the trip is promoted and 
where it is promoted.  The last few years I have received and diligently read several 
other Federation newsletters and have become aware of a number of field trips and 
related events that could easily fit the criteria of an “inter-regional trip”.  By its’ 
nature an inter-regional field trip is probably bigger than most other field trips and 
therefore requires more thought and planning.  Since the purpose is to attract a 
broader geographical attendance, the collecting opportunity should be for material 
that is of good quality and good supply and easily obtainable by both experienced 
and inexperienced rockhounds.  This event can and should offer those attending 
more than just collecting.  It should provide opportunities for socializing and 
interaction: potluck dinners, happy hour get together and evening campfires.  There 
can be other attractions and activities such as speakers from BLM/Forest 
Service/local experts, map exchanges and home material swap, special sight seeing 
attractions like a National Park, and other collecting sites in the area or on the way.   

 Over the next few months I will be talking more about the considerations 
and planning for an “Inter-Regional Field Trip”.  If anyone has any thoughts or 
ideas about what we should consider when holding a trip, please send me an e-mail 
at:  dickpankey@juno.com. 

FAR WEST LAPIDARY & GEM SOCIETY 

ANNUAL ROCK AND GEM SHOW 

AUGUST 2nd & 3rd 2008 

NORTH BEND COMMUNITY CENTER 
2222 BROADWAY NORTH BEND OREGON 

FREE ADMISSION DONATIONS ACCEPTED 

ROCKS, GEMS, SLABS, TOOLS, FINDINGS, 
 MACHINERY, BEADS AND MUCH MORE 

DISPLAY CASES OF MATERIALS & SPECIMENS  
FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD.

CONTACT: DON INNES PHONE:  541-396-5722 
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Other Hotels in Ontario, Oregon 
Best Western Inn & Suites, 251 Goodfellow Street, (541) 889-2600  
Colonial Inn, 1395 Tapadera Ave., (541) 889-9615 
Economy Inn Motel, 8 North Oregon St., (541) 889-6449 
Holiday Inn Ontario, Oregon, 1249 Tapadera Avenue, (541) 889-8621 
Holiday Motel/Roadway Inn Ontario, 615 East Idaho Avenue, (541) 889-9188 
Ontario Inn, 1144 SW 4th Ave., (541) 823-2556 
Oregon Trail Motel, 92 E. Idaho Ave., (541) 889-8633 
Sleep Inn Ontario, 1221 S.E. 1st Ave., (541) 889-0007 
Super 8 Motel, 266 Goodfellow St., (541) 889-8282 

68th Annual NFMS Show
“Up and Coming in Ontario”

June 20-22, 2008 
Ontario, Oregon, 

 Malheur County Fairgrounds Convention Center 
Meetings: Fairgrounds Multi-Purpose Room 

Features: Top exhibits of minerals, fossils, gems and 
jewelry, field trips every day, silent auction, kids activity, 
dinosaur eggs & trackways, games & prizes, scavenger 
hunt.

Dealers: The finest dealers of jewelry, minerals, mining 
equipment, fossils, flint knapping, and hobby supplies 

Time: 10:00 AM to 5:00 each day 

Admission: Adults $5:00, Seniors & Students (11-17) 
$4.00 - each day.  Children 10 and under free, if 
accompanied by an adult 

Host:  Stallknecht Museum Gem & Mineral Society 
Margaret Stallknecht, 2008 NFMS Show Chairman 

P. O. Box 171, Letha, ID  83636-0171 
Phone: (208) 365-1653 

Email:  mestallknecht@yahoo.com 
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Juniors
Chairman

Gary Buhr 

May flowers, more sunshine and much closer to your 
biggest event of the NFMS year.  Would you believe 
that if you are unfamiliar with what that biggest event is 
by now, you are very likely to miss the "Spirit of '08", 
which is running on time during June 20, 21, and 22.  
"Up and Coming in Ontario", your 2008 NFMS Annual 
Show and Convention, will be the Greatest Show on 
Earth for the Rockhounds around the Northwest.  
Hopefully, your plans are already in place for travel, 
lodging and PARTICIPATION in your Annual NFMS 
Show.  Look forward to seeing you there! 
    Why would a Junior Rockhound and family want to 
go the "extra mile(s)" for a Rock Show?  Besides the 
travel adventures and scenery of getting there and back 
home, you will meet the finest Rockhounds and talent 
from the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies.  New friendships form forever.  Simply there 
will be the best of the best Gem Dealers, 
Demonstrators, Raffles, Auctions, Displays 
(competitive and non-competitive), Field Trips, 
Educational Seminars and the KIDS CORNER.  Where 
you can spin the four foot Wheel of Fortune, Make 
Critters, Play Mineral Bingo, Pan for Gems or purchase 
Raffle Tickets for fabulous prizes that benefit only the 
NFMS Junior Achievement Trust Fund.  Actually, 
Show Chair Margaret Stallknecht has much more in 
store for us this year, but you will need to attend to 
fully appreciate all that will be there 
     Yes, it is truly a "Herculean maneuver" to 
successfully put the Annual NFMS Show together 
where it meets the needs or expectations of all 
participants, but without YOUR attendance, success 
may be somewhat elusive and compromised.  Let's Go! 
     You will have the opportunity to enjoy meeting 
Junior superstars like 2007 NFMS Junior Achievement 
Award FIRST PLACE Winner COLIN ROWE pictured 
with his rock crystal display and the Legendary Plaque 
in the 2008 Everett Rock and Gem Club 55th Annual 
Show last February.  COLIN will be PARTICIPATING 
in the biggest event of the NFMS year in Ontario, 
Oregon next month. 

COLIN ROWE 

     Another famous Junior superstar you can meet is 
ALYSSA CARNES, 2007 NFMS Junior Achievement 
Award FIRST PLACE Winner (Age 12 and Under 
Category) who sports a very active Junior Membership 
in the Rock and Arrowhead Club of Klamath Falls, 
Oregon.  The photo of ALYSSA shows solid happiness 
with hands-on education while in her lapidary shop. 

ALYSSA CARNES 

  We already have applicants for the 2008 NFMS Junior 
Achievement Awards which are presented at the 
Saturday night Banquet Buffet.  Make that a date--June 
21.  Who will win these prestigious awards this year?  
How many from your Rock Club will be there to enjoy 
the festivities? 
     Early April brings out one of the most festive events 
when the Mt Hood Rock Club presents their Annual 
Show in Gresham, Oregon.  The famous attraction of 
this Show is the big Easter (Thunder) Egg Hunt for 
KIDS where 800 pounds of T eggs are "hidden" for 
about 600 KIDS to discover in a matter of minutes.  
What a dependable way to mobilize KIDS and their 
parents to get to your Rock Show so they can 
experience the goings-on of our favorite hobby--
Rockhounding! 

Mt. Hood Thunderegg Hunt 

     Do you need more ideas for your Juniors Meetings?  
Betsy Oberheim, Juniors Activity Chair for the Eastern 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, discovered a 
huge resource for projects about geology.  The National 
Energy Foundation (www.nef1.org) has published a 
536 page teacher's guide titled "Out of the Rock", a 
very well illustrated guide to teaching about geology 
that is divided into four grade levels from K through 
9+, check it out on their website.  

 Award Winning ("Pebbles") Editor Shawn van der 
Putten from Everett Rock and Gem Club (WA) has 
discovered three keen websites for Junior 
Rockhounding:  1.)  Rockhound Kids is a site made and 
maintained by Junior friends, includes a newsletter, 
mineral gallery, contests and other Juniors data 
(http://www.rockhoundkids.com/rh-newsletter.html);  
2.)  Diamond Dan Publications has kits for KIDS who 
are interested in learning more about rocks 
(http://home.rochester.rr.com/diamonddan);  3.)  Ryan's 
Rockhounding Story is full of great stuff for KIDS by 
KIDS, such as facts, jokes and activities including how 
to make sedimentary cookies! 
(http://library.thinkquest.org/J002289/hound.html).  If 
there is no computer in your house, how far is the 
Public Library where they will help you find these neat 
sites.  One of our 2008 NFMS Junior Achievement 
Award applicants has her own website too!  Stay 
tuned for an upcoming "News Flash". 

NFMS JUNIOR ROCKHOUNDS      “News Flash  May 2008” 

BITTERROOT GEM, 
MINERAL & FOSSIL SHOW 

MAY 24-MAY 25 2008 

SATURDAY 9:00 TO 6;00 
SUNDAY 9:00 TO 5:00 

HAMILTON SENIOR CENTER 
HAMILTON, MONTANA 

CONTACT: STEVEVIETH @ MSN.COM 
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