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Letters From Our Committee Officers:

Lora Hall - President

All of the Federations
. were hit hard by scammers last
| month and | hear they are at it
again. This will be an ongoing

battle that will require us to

stay on our toes. To protect yourself from internet
scammers, always be cautious when sharing personal
Letters from Committee Officers 1-3 : . . . . .
information online and verify the legitimacy of websites,
emails, and messages before clicking on links or

W. Seattle Rockhound of the Year 4 providing sensitive data. Use strong, unique passwords

for different accounts and enable two-factor

Reminder from the Editor 4 authentication whenever possible. Be skeptical of
unsolicited offers, prize notifications, or urgent requests
for money, especially from unknown sources. Avoid

AFMSShow.Dgtes /Pictiies ° downloading attachments or software from untrusted
emails and regularly update your devices and security
Mid-Year Meeting Info 6-8 software to protect against malware. If something seems
too good to be true, it probably is—stay vigilant and
NFMS Annual Show Info 9 trust your instincts.
Remember that no one from the NFMS will ever ask for
NFMS Show Exhibit Entry Forms isia your financial information and Judi Allsion wants me to
remind all of you that funds within the federation are
NEMS Club Shows 13-15 sent the old fashion way, on paper via the mail.

& Now... speaking of financial responsibility, we are again
Rock of the Month in search of a Treasurer. This is such a key position that |
would like everyone to put on their thinking caps and

17-18

Kid's Corner come up with someone who might fill this void.
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Letters From Our Committee Officers Continued:

Maybe someone in your club who is good with numbers,
spread sheets, or maybe an accountant or bookkeeper? If
you, or someone you know might be interested, please
contact me or Judi Allsion. We have plenty of ideas on how
to ease someone into the position.

Lora Hall
NFMS President

Michael Rhodes - 1st
Vice President

Greetings from Hickory, North

Carolina. As | write my message

for this month, | am here to rep-

resent the NFMS at the AFMS

% annual meeting. This will be an

1 opportunity to meet with officers
: ; from the AFMS and those from

the 7 regional federations. An opportunity to learn from

them and share the needs of each federation.

While each regional federation has different needs, we

also share many similarities. In a similar manner the many

clubs within the NFMS have different needs, but also share

many needs and experiences. Your Executive Committee

and the rest of the committee heads within are here to

help each of you. If your clubs have issues, contact us, we

will do our best to help.

In my first newsletter article, | closed with this offer “If you

have concerns that you would like to address to the feder-

ation feel free to email our president or either vice presi-
dent with your concerns. Our email addresses are listed in
the bulletin. Mine is: mrmbrhodesO@gmail.com. | hope
that we can show both transparency and responsibility in
our communications with you.” That offer still stands.

| hope to see many of you at the NFMS Mid Year meeting
at the Lakeside Show the end of April, and | hope that you
are planning to attend the Annual Meeting in September
at the Walla Walla show.

In the meantime, enjoy your own club shows, enjoy going
out into nature and searching for gems and minerals, and
as always, stay hydrated, be safe, and ROCK ON!!!

Gary Warren -
2nd Vice President

We are finally into the rock
hunting months and as we start to
go outdoors, remember to stay
safe out there. Be sure and have
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water and the right type of clothes, and make sure that
your vehicle is ready and serviced so that it does not leave
you stranded. Check everything so that your day will be a
good one. | know that some of you have already been out
looking for your treasures. This is also the month when
the rock shows get started, so make sure that you go to
them and help support the clubs in putting on their shows.
As you journey to your sites, do some investigation of

where the site is and what you are looking for. It is really
hard to find a site by having someone just tell you to "go
down a road for three miles and then just look on the left
side and you will find all kinds of minerals." Ya, Right! If
possible, use a GPS reading. It will get you close to your
area. It is a lot easier to find something if someone is there
to help you and show you exactly where it is. As | have
been updating and revising the Rockhounding Utah book, |
found that there are a lot of sites that people are putting a
claim on. Make sure that you watch for claim markers and
if you find one, it is better to just stay off the claim and
look elsewhere.

Well, | will leave you now and talk with you again next
month. Enjoy rockhounding

Gary Warren

# Judi Allison -
Secretary (Treasurer
Pro Tem)

Well, my brain is having a bit of
a hiccup as | am quickly putting

all the other odds and ends |
need to do tonight before |
-4 head to the airport at 4:00 am. |
am headed to Hickory, North
Carolina to take part in the American Federation of Miner-
alogical Societies (AFMS) annual meeting and show. The
NFMS sends two individuals each year: the current Presi-
dent and the current 1st Vice President. If one of them is
unable to attend, the President can appoint someone to
fill in for them. Since our current president, Lora Hall, is
continuing to recover from back surgery; and since | was
headed that direction anyway (I have family in the Raleigh
area), she appointed me to fill in. Our 1st Vice President,
Michael Rhodes will also attend.
The AFMS is the umbrella over the seven Federations that
exist throughout the States. It is a bit like E6000, holding
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us together. Although they are similar, each of the seven
Federations has its own bylaws and operating procedures.
Some of the Federations cover several states and wide
areas, while others may only serve a few. The American
Federation has a Central Office where official business
takes place. (Essentially a Post office box manned by a re-
sponsible volunteer.) There are also volunteers filling key
positions just like in our own Federation. Many of the
AFMS volunteers are also very active within their own Fed-
eration. v
Each of the /
seven Fed-

~

erations is
represent-
ed in the
Executive
Board, as
there are 7

presidential positions. Moving from 5th vice president to
president elect and on to president. This gives each of the
federation’s representation in the executive branch, as a
member from each of the seven regions serves in one of
the capacities. Our own Northwest Federation Ronna Wat-
kins is the current President elect and will take over as
president next year. It will then be another seven years
before an NFMS individual will be AFMS President. It is
quite a process. . .and quite a trick to keep track of the
whole thing, but it seems equitable.

Now that you have had your lesson in AFMS structure, |
want to let you know that one of the things the AFMS will
most likely be voting on is the possibility of publishing an
electronic newsletter and doing away with sending hard
copies to three folks from each society. In this day and
age, it seems to make the most sense, so we will see how
it goes.

On a separate note: because the convention fell so early
this year, | didn’t have an opportunity to “hard sell” tickets
for the endowment fund to anyone at our midyear. Conse-
guently, one of two people in the Northwest will win a
prize. Wish both of us luck. :-)

Treasurer Report April

I am happy to report that essentially all dues have been
collected. We lost two clubs and one folded. | have not yet
heard from two other small clubs. With that, we have
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5717 Adults and 946 Juniors making up 53 clubs.

PLEASE pay attention to the requests from the Endow-
ment Fund for input about possible projects or ideas that
would benefit the Federation. Things can only happen
when we pay attention and give input. The Executive
Board is here to help you make things happen, but it takes
more than just thinking about ideas.

On another note, our new appointee, Faith Farley, has de-
veloped some medical issues she has to take care of. This
leaves her, sadly, unable to continue with the idea of be-
coming Treasurer. You have heard my pleas before, so if
you were even considering the idea, now is the time to
step forward. We also need a second vice president candi-
date. | know these things are a commitment, but you
would be surprised at how rewarding it is. You really get to
know the Federation. And the work isn’t steady. . . busy
times are intermittent. Com’on, raise your hand! And Join
the fun!

Come One, Come All

Note that our midyear meeting will be in Kennewick,
Washington at the Benton County Fairgrounds on Satur-
day, April 26, 2025, at 1:00pm. Directors are strongly en-
couraged to attend. This is the time to learn about the
things coming up and discuss our future so you can take
the information back to your clubs and they can consider
things. Then everyone will be informed and ready to vote
on issues at the annual meeting in September. | will be
sending out an agenda with reports from the various com-
mittees prior to the meeting, so be looking for the infor-
mation in your emails.

One more note to remind all: Scams and phishing are con-
stantly on the internet. Our best defense is to be vigilant
and learn the tricks that are used so you don’t fall into a
trap. NEVER send money because of a plea for funds.
Nothing is so urgent that it can’t be verified with a phone
call or text. We will never ask you for money to take care
of any bills or payments. Many of you may know this, but
if you are using a desktop computer, you can move the
cursor over the name of the person who sent the request.
You can then see an email address and most likely deter-
mine If it is legitimate. Enjoy your electronics safely.
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Northwest Federation

West Seattle Rock Club, Inc. 2024 Rockhound of the Year

Submitted by the Executive Board

=]

Annette Nelson joined the West Seattle Rock Club in September of 2014, desiring to become an
active member. . .and she did just that. Guiding our members in volunteering, she has been a Junior
Activities Leader, and co-Chairman of our Annual Show. The hobby has led to coordinating field
trips for our members and “hands-on” activities at club meetings.

Attending the Northwest Federation sponsored workshop at Camp Hancock in Oregon, she has
shown her expertise at silver smithing. Her enthusiasm has extended to the Seattle Regional
Committee and the Washington Mineral Council. Annette was elected as our club’s Vice President
and moved on as our President for the past four years.

Due to Covid, the membership declined in 2021 to 28 adults and 3 juniors. We closed the year of
2024 with 71 adults and 32 juniors! We owe Annette a big round of applause as she is recognized by
the West Seattle Rock Club as their 2024 Rockhound of the year.

11
1

Reminder From The Editor:

As mentioned in previous newsletters, May will be a
dormant month, meaning no newsletter will be published
during that time. This makes this edition the final
newsletter before the NFMS mid-year meeting on April
26th. All relevant details, including contact information
for the meeting hosts, can be found in this issue, in past
newsletters, and on the NFMS website.

Since there will be no publication in May, there is also no
official submission deadline for April. However, | still
welcome any articles, announcements, or other
contributions at any time between now and May 25th.
These will be held for the next issue, which will be
published in June.

Thank you for your continued support and contributions. |
look forward to sharing more with you in the summer
edition!

** Please note a correction to the “Competitive Case Entry Form” on page 10/11, there are TWO pages to
fill out, not one. Apologies for this mistake, and please make sure you fill out both pages before
submitting!
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Shows in 2025:
f! « AFMS/EFMLS Hickory, NC**
FM S March 27 - 30
F D E RATI ON « Midwest Federation Lincoln, NE April 5-6
) I
S AI O\X/ D A TES « Northwest Federation Walla Walla, WA

Sept 5

« Rocky Mountain Federation Grand Junction,

CO Sept 19-21

Shows in 2026:
e Midwest Federation St. Charles, IL.
May 23-24

NFMS folks who are in Hickory, NC at the AFMS show.

Pictured L to R: June Dorning, Michael Rhodes,
Judi Allison, Ronna Watkins

Gem@!mnera |
SHOW

The Walla Walla club is hosting
the NFMS show this year, which
includes special exhibits, programs,
expanded dealers, a live auction and
a great kids section.

We hope to see you there.

september 6-7 10AM-5PM

WALLA WALLA FAIRGROUNDS

WALLA WALLA, WA
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Mid - Year Meeting Information & Directions

2025 NFMS Mid Year Meeting
Saturday April 26, 2025

The NFMS will hold a Mid-Year meeting in conjunction with the 28th Annual Show of the Lakeside Gem & Mineral Club
in Kennewick, WA. The Mid-Year Meeting will be held from 1:00 - 3:00 pm on Saturday April 26 in Building #16 at the
Benton County Fairgrounds, 1500 S. Oak Street. The Lakeside Show is being held in the adjacent Building #2, a short
walk from Building #16.

Registration will start at 12:30 PM. There will be a food vendor available for lunch and dinner that day in conjunction
with the ongoing Show. Hours for the Show on Saturday are from 10 AM to 5 PM and on Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.

RV camping is available at the Fairgrounds with electricity and water available for $10/night. If you plan to use these
facilities please send an email to Larry Hulstrom at rockhound132@charter.net prior to April 12 indicating date of arri-
val and duration of stay so an accurate count can be kept and space can be planned. Payment will be collected upon
arrival at the Fairgrounds. There are a number of motels throughout the immediate area in Kennewick. Information
about a few of these has been provided below.

The members of the Lakeside Gem and Mineral Club would like extend a warm invitation to join us for the NFMS Mid
Year meeting and encourage you to stay over to attend our annual show. In addition to 19 dealers, we will have about
40 displays, a fluorescent mineral display, a silent auction, a Kid’s Corner, demonstrations, and door prizes. On Sunday
morning from 8 AM to noon there will also be tailgating across from the show building for anyone interested. Come
join your fellow rockhounds for a weekend of fun and fellowship and take in the sites that the area has to offer.

Directions to the Mid Year Meeting in Kennewick, Washington at the Benton County Fairgrounds on April 26, 2025

Coming into the Tri-Cities area from the south on Highway 395 turn right (east) onto 10th Ave (the third stop light
coming into town). Follow this about 3 miles. The fairgrounds will be visible on the right side just past and behind a
park. Once at the Fairgrounds gate you will see the Show building to the right in Building #2. RV camping will be availa-
ble near that building or in an adjacent area. Walk over to the show to obtain more specific directions for parking. Ask
for the RV Camping Coordinator. The Mid Year Meeting will be held in Building #16 which is across the way from Build-
ing #2.

From anywhere else coming into Kennewick it would be best to find your way to Highway 395 and take the turn east
onto 10th Avenue and then follow it down to the Fairgrounds.

* Please see the provided maps on the following page. You may select the specific pages and print them out for easy
use!
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Accommodation information for the Mid-Year Meeting

The following motels are available within 5 miles of the Benton County Fairgrounds. Visit the Tri-cities

webpage at http://www.visittri-cities.com, or call the Tri-Cities Visitor and Convention Bureau at 509-735-

8486 or 800-254-5824 for more information.

Best Western Plus Kennewick
4001 W. 27th Ave

Kennewick, WA 99337
509-586-1332 or 1-800-528-1234

Baymont Inn & Suites
4220 W. 27th Pl
Kennewick, WA 99337
509-736-3326

LaQuinta Inn & Suites
2600 S. Quillan PI
Kennewick, WA 99337
509-736-3656

Hampton Inn Kennewick at Southridge
3715 Plaza Way

Kennewick, WA 99338

509-820-3023

Mid-Year Meeting Update:

Due to construction initiated by the Benton County Fair-
grounds, access to the fairgrounds for the Mid-Year
meeting is a bit different this year than for past meetings.
From the main parking lot, reader boards will direct
attendees to the access points, and additional signage will
be placed on the grounds to direct meeting attendees to
Building #16 where the meeting is to be held on Saturday
afternoon.

Comfort Suites

3703 Plaza Way
Kennewick, WA 99338
509-579-0897

Motel 6/ Studio 6
2811 W. 2nd Ave.
Kennewick, WA 99337
509-735-9511

Kennewick Suites

321 N. Johnson
Kennewick, WA 99337
509-735-6385

Additional Information for the Marcus Whitman Gem
and Mineral Society’s NFMS Rock Show

Vendors, We are excited to announce that the Marcus
Whitman Gem and Mineral Society in Walla Walla, WA,
will be hosting this year's NFMS Rock Show. We are plan-
ning on expanding our vendor opportunities by offering
outdoor spaces for vendors to showcase their products. If
you are interested in one of these outdoor vendor spaces,
please don’t hesitate to reach out for information. We
would love to have you join us! For inquiries and to get on
our vendor mailing list, please contact:

Dennis English Vendor Chairman

Email: dennisenglish@gmail.com Phone: 206-890-3903
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M A ! C U S Marcus Whitman Gem & Mineral Society
marcuswhitmangem.com

\S\ WHITMAN
‘/ info@marcuswhitmangem.com
G E M & Walla Walla, Washington

| MINERAL
\|\SOCIETY

87+ Anniversary Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies Show &
Convention 2025

Walla Walla, Washington September 5-7, 2025
Hosted by the Marcus Whitman Gem & Mineral Society

We are excited to combine our Annual Gem Show with the NFMS Convention and
welcoming all to Walla Walla. As we look forward to September, we must let you know
that this is, quite possibly, the busiest week of the year. In addition to the Gem Show
and Conference, there is an Annual Gar Show, Aviation Show, and Fall Release for wine
lovers. With that being said, we highly recommend getting a head start on booking
your stay with us.

Here are various links to lodging options within the valley:

- Bed & Breakfast Lodging: https://wallawalla.org/lodging/bed-and-breakfast/

* Hotels & Motels: https://wallawalla.org/lodging/hotels-motels/

« RV/Campgrounds: https://wallawalla.org/lodging/camping-campgrounds/

Walla Walla Fairgrounds: https://www.wallawallafairgrounds.com/p/plan-your-event/
grounds-camping

+ Vacation Rentals: https://wallawalla.org/lodging/vacation-rentals/

Stay tuned for the full conference program coming soon. We look forward to having
you in Walla Walla.
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N GEM & NFMS Competitive Exhibit Entry Form
@ MINERAL Deadline: August 1, 2025

SOCIETY

Hosted by Marcus Whitman Gem and Mineral Society
Walla Walla Fairgrounds, Walla Walla, WA
September 6 and 7, with September 5 setup

Exhibit Set Up Rules:
All competitive exhibits must comply with the AFMS/NEMS rules updated in January 2024.
For a complete rule book or update go to: www.amfed.org.

Exhibit setup: Friday September 5, 12pm -8pm
# All entries must be ready for judging by Saturday, September 6 at 8am
# Exhibits may NOT be removed before Sunday September 7 at 5 pm.
# Cases will be assigned space on display tables approximately forty inches high.
# Display cases will not be allowed to be opened during the show without a Committee
member of the NFMS Rules Committee present.
# LExhibitors will receive a free 2-day pass.

Entry forms: One per case

Please complete all information on the entry form and mail or e-mail to Larry Hulstrom
5400 West 26th Ave. Kennewick, WA 99338, email: rockhoundl132@ charter.net

Liability:

It is mutually agreed that the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical

Societies and the Marcus Whitman Gem and Mineral Society shall not be liable to any Exhibitor
in whole or in part. This includes the property of the exhibitor or injury to their person result-
ing from any cause. Submitting this signed application constitutes acceptance of these rules and
regulations.

Exhibitor Signature:

Print name:
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NFMS Competitive Exhibit Entry Form

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE: EMAIL:
SOCIETY (Junior Society):
EXHIBITOR GROUP: (check one)

MASTER __ ADVANCED___~ NOVICE________ JUNIOR

EXHIBIT DIVISION: EXHIBIT CLASS:

If JUNIOR, give birth date:

Are you bringing your own case? ___ (yes or no) Size: Width _ Height  Depth
Do you need to borrow a case? _ (Y/N) **Cases will be available on a limited basis.

Basic size: 4 ft. x 2 ft. x 2 ft. Liners or risers may or may not be available.

Certification for Competitive Exhibitors

I hereby certify that all material in competition by me is my own property, or if Society, all
material belongs to members of the society. All work except minor findings or where otherwise
allowed by the rules were completed by me. I have read the current rules and agree to abide by
them.

Exhibitors Signature

Print name:

Exhibitor’s Society:

[ certify, as an officer of the above-named Society, that the exhibitor is a member in good
standing of that society, and to the best of my knowledge, is eligible to exhibit in the stated
classification according to the rules.

Signature:

If sent via email, we need the officer’s email:

Title Date:
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<) _ NFMS Non-Competitive Exhibit Entry Form
il GEM & )
anmr_ Deadline: August 1, 2025

= SOCIETY

Hosted by Marcus Whitman Gem and Mineral Society
Walla Walla Fairgrounds, Walla Walla, WA
September 6 and 7, with September 5 setup

Exhibit setup: Friday September 5, 12pm -8pm
# Exhibits may NOT be removed before Sunday September 7 at 5 pm.
# Cases will be assigned space on display tables approximately forty inches high.
# Display cases will not be allowed to be opened during the show without a show
Committee member present.
# Exhibitors will receive a free 2-day pass.

Entry forms: One per case
Please complete all information on the entry form and mail or e-mail to Warren Rood, 243 E
Birch St., Walla Walla, WA 99362 or warrenrood@yahoo.com

Liability:

It is mutually agreed that the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies and the Marcus
Whitman Gem and Mineral Society shall not be liable to any Exhibitor in whole or in part. This
includes the property of the exhibitor or injury to their person resulting from any cause.
Submitting this signed application constitutes acceptance of these rules and regulations.

Print name:

Exhibitor Signature:
Date:

Phone: Email:

Exhibit Description:

Are you bringing your own case? __ Size: Width_ _ Height __ _ Depth
Do you have your own liner?

Junior exhibit: (Y/N)
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April 11* - 13" 2025

Golden Spike Event Center

Margie Miller

Frig-6 G°'g‘::138?"ike Weber County Fairgrounds (385) 205-9187
Mineral .
Sat 10 - 6 Society 1000 N. 1200 W. goldenspikegem.org
FB: Golden Spike Gem & Mineral
Sun 10-4 Ogden, UT 84401 Society
April 19" & 20* Bonneville County Fairgrounds Tom Strong
Idaho Gem &
Sat 10 -6 Mineral 1542 E. 73rd South wildlandlapidary@gmail.com
Society
Sun 10-5 Idaho Falls, ID 83404 www.ifrockhounds.com
P, Modern Living Building @ Central .
April 25" - 27 WA. State Fairgrounds Marti Sondgeroth
Fri 10 - 4 Yakima Rock 1301 South Fair Ave. marthams@g.com
and Mineral
Sat 10- 5 Club Yakima, WA 98901 509-910-3484
Sun10-4
April 26" & 27* Alki Masonic Hall (W. Seattle) Annette Nelson
West Seattle
Sat 10 -5 Rock Club 4736 40th Ave. SW show@westseattlerockclub.org
Sun 10-5 Seattle, WA 98116 westseattlerockclub.org

April 26" & 27™

Lakeside Gem

Benton County Fairgrounds

Larry Hulstrom

Sat 10-5 and Mineral 1500 S. Oak St. rockhound132@charter.net
Club Show
Sun 10 -4 Kennewick, WA 99336 lakesidegemandmineralclub.com
May 2" - 4* Kliever Memorial Armory Roberta Hanson
Fri 10-5 10000 NE 33rd Drive mhrcdc@gmail.com
Mt. Hood
Rock Club
Sat9-5 Portland, OR 97211 503-449-3543
Sun10-3 mthoodrockclub.com
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Evergreen State Fairgrounds,

May 3v & 4" 2025 | Everett Rock Weikel Event Center
& Gem Club
Sat 10 -5 18359 Cascade View Drive everettrockclub@hotmail.com
70th Annual
Sun 10-5 Show Monroe, WA 98292
May 3 & 4* Douglas County Fairgrounds Jay Thomas
Sat 9-5 Umpqua Gem 2110 Frear Ave. jrthoms2@gmail.com
& Mineral
Sun 10 - 4 Club Roseburg, OR 97470 503-400-2090

Dealer/Demo Contact:

Jason Jakubos 541-580-7584

rockandwool@gmail.com

May 10" & 11*

Eastern Oregon Trade and Event

Mike Filarski

Hatrockhound Center
Sat10 -5 l\?&rzrg‘l 1705 East Airport Rd. stonemorlin1@netscape.net
Society
Sun 10 -4 Hermiston, OR 97838 Hatrockhounds.org
May 10" & 11*" Gallatin County Fairgrounds Linda Johnson

Bozeman

Sat 10-6 Mineral and 901 North Black, Bldg. 1 bozemangemandmineralclub.com
Gem Club

Sun 10 -4 Bozeman, MT 59715 bgmcmt@gmail.com

May 17* & 18

Butte Mineral

Butte Civic Center - Main Arena

Jerry D’Arcy

Sat 9-5 and Gem Club 1340 Harrison Ave. 406-491-2054
Sun 10 -4 Butte, MT 59701 jkdudding@gmail.com
Kootenai County Fairgrounds .
May 31+ & J 1t : - Mike McConnell
v 4T North Idaho Jacklin Building #25
Mineral Club's
Sat 9-5 64th Annual 4056 N. Government Way
Show
Sun 10 -4 Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815 nimcshowchairman@gmail.com
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June 13" - 15" Reedsport Community Center Bambi Darling
Fri 10-5 Lower 451 Winchester Avenue reedsportrockshow@gmail.com
Umpqua Gem
and Lapida
Sat 9-5 Sootety Reedsport, OR 97467 541-420-8014
Sun 10 -4
Ravalli County Fairgrounds
June 21° & 22™ Amber Tyree
Bitterroot Event Center
Sat 10 - 6 G“:i’::r';‘f' 100 OId Corvallis Rd. amber406142@gmail.com
Society
Sun 10 -5 Hamilton, MT 59840 bitterrootgemandmineral.org
July 25™ - 27 Tenino City Park Doug Shank
Fri 9-6 Washington 300 Park Ave. W wamsolympia@gmail.com
Agate and
Mineral .
Sat 9-6 Society Tenino, WA 98589
Sun 9-5
. . Longview Fairgrounds - Cowlitz ) )
Sept 6" & 7* County Event Center Greg Larson - (503) 421-3877
Southern WA
Sat 10 -5 Mineralogical 1900 7th Ave. Vicki Johnson - (360) 751-8031
Society
Sun 10 -4 Longview, WA 98632 vickijrocks@msn.com
Oct 4" & 5 Evergreen State Fairgrounds Brian Murril
Marysville
Sat 10-5 Rock and 14405 179th Ave. SE Bldg. #500 425-346-9313
Gem Club
Sun 10 -5 Monroe, WA 98270 bmurril@aol.com
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Rock Of The Month: Chrysocolla

Chrysocolla, a vibrant copper-bearing mineral, is highly sought after by collectors for its striking blue and
green hues. Often found in botryoidal, massive, or fibrous forms rather than distinct crystals, chrysocolla is
commonly associated with other copper minerals such as malachite, azurite, and turquoise. Major sources of
high-quality specimens include copper mines in Arizona, Peru, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Col-
lectors prize chrysocolla for its rich coloration and unique formations, particularly when it occurs in polished
nodules or as an inclusion within quartz, creating the stunning "gem silica" variety.

Historically, chrysocolla has been recognized for its use in pigments and decorative carvings. Ancient civiliza-
tions, including the Egyptians and Greeks, ground it into powders for use in art and cosmetics. Despite its soft-
ness compared to other minerals, chrysocolla remains popular in lapidary work, often stabilized with quartz or
resin to enhance its durability for jewelry. Its formation within copper deposits gives it an interesting geologi-
cal background, making it an appealing specimen for both mineral enthusiasts and geologists.

For collectors, chrysocolla’s variety in form and color offers endless appeal. While some specimens display
vibrant sky-blue hues, others blend seamlessly with malachite’s deep green or azurite’s royal blue, creating
striking mineral combinations. Because of its relative softness, proper handling and storage are essential to
preserving its beauty. Whether displayed as raw specimens, polished cabochons, or as part of a larger copper
mineral collection, chrysocolla remains a favorite for those who appreciate both color and geological diversity.

Jessica Himple
Everett Rock and Gem Club
Editor for NFMS Newsletter

Specimens from my personal collection:
*Send in photos of your own specimens for a chance to have them showcased in the newsletter!

&
IR

Chrysocolla on Quartz - Chrysocolla and Dioptase - Chrysocolla incl. Quartz and
Tentadora Mine, Peru Democratic Republic if the Malachite - Democratic Republic
Congo of the Congo

"Chrysocolla." Mindat.org, Hudson Institute of Mineralogy, www.mindat.org/min-1036.html.
"Chrysocolla." Encyclopedia Britannica, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., www.britannica.com/science/chrysocolla.
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‘®- KID'S CORNER -®-

To all the membership of the NFMS,

Included are the accomplishments of some of the kids in the NFMS (badges
they have earned). I also am currently getting the Junior Achievement Award
applications to the individuals that will be judging them. I am so happy that I was
able to read them all. Your kiddos are amazing individuals, and I am blessed by
what they have written.

Be looking for some cool announcements in the future! Also, make sure to
begin your field trip planning now for the summer. It helps the kiddos to be excited
when they have something to look forward to!

Have a great day,
Jennifer Fitch
NFMS Junior’s Chair

Joke of the Month

What did the diamond say to its friend,
copper?

Nothing, silly...minerals don’t talc

There is a special newsletter just for Kkids of the AFMS,
which includes EVERY kiddo in the NFMS! The best part? :

This can include articles, field trip guides, pictures you
drew, photos of places you have been...the possibilities
are endless! Consider sending in something. You get an
awesome badge just for doing so, and you get your
contribution published. How cool is that?

juniors.amfed.org/juniors-newsletter
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Future Rockhounds of America

Great job, kiddos! Proud of all your hard work!
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NFMS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 2024-
2025

PRESIDENT: Lora Hall, Hellgate Miner-
al Society of Missoula, MT, PO Box
1095, Frenchtown MT 59834  sil-
vertipminis@msn.com

15T VICE PRESIDENT: Michael
Rhodes, Golden Spike Gem & Min-
eral Society, 317 E 200 S, Brigham
City, UT, 84302-2621, (435) 230 0403
mrmbrhodes0@gmail.com

2" VICE PRESIDENT: Gary Warren,
Golden Spike Gem &Mineral Society,
53 North 200 Wesr, Brigham City, UT
(435) 720 - 1775 rock-
hunter1946@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: Judi Alli-
son, Hatrockhounds Gem and Miner-
al Society, 1701 NW 11", St., Hermis-
ton, OR, 97882, (541) 720-4950,
nfmssec@gmail.com

TREASURER: Faith Farley, Bitterroot
Gem and Mineral Society, 392 Mar-
ket St S, Corvallis, MT 59828, (406)
961-3347
earthmother169@gmail.com

Judi Allison (pro tem), Hatrockhounds
Gem and Mineral Society, 1701 NW
11", St., Hermiston, OR, 97882, (541)
720-4950, nfmssec@gmail.com

NFMS STANDING COMMITTEES

BUDGET: 1st Vice President (see
above)

BULLETIN AIDS: Priscilla Hall-Ford
Oregon Agate & Mineral Society,
P.O.Box 818, La Center, WA 98629
(360) 518-7829.
Rockhounder2019@comcast.net

CIRCULATION: Golden Spike Gem &
Mineral Society, 875 E 4500 S, S. Og-
den, UT 84403,

(801) 479-4286, Roxhund@aol.com

CREDENTIALS: Del & Clara Walker,
Tualatin Valley Gem Club, 12377 SE
Davis Loop, Prineville, OR, 97754,
(503) 812-6540,
cwalk12377@gmail.com

CUSTODIAN: 2"° Vice President: (see
above)

DIRECTORY: Janel Lacey, Marcus
Whitman Gem and Mineral Society,
43618 SW McKay Dr, Pendleton, OR,
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97801, (541) 215-2839,
jclawl6461@gmail.com

EDUCATION/ALL AMERICAN CLUB
AWARD : OPEN

ENDOWMENT FUND:

CHAIRMAN: Vicki Johnson, South-
ern Washington Mineralogical Society,
1574 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Kelso, WA
98626 (360) 751-8031,
vickijrocks@msn.com

SECRETARY: OPEN

TREASURER: Lyle Vogelpohl,
West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 37th
Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617,
(206) 932-3292, Irvogel-
pohl@comcast.net

FINANCIAL ADVISOR: Jim Brain,
NFMS Club-At-Large, 6410 W Sun-
dance Dr., Spokane, WA 99208,
(509) 863-9883,
jrbrain233@outlook.com

HISTORIAN: Robert Dalton, Clacka-
mette Mineral and Gem Club, 18485
SW Pacific DR Unit 92, Tualatin, OR
97062 (859) 533-0026,
Robert.dalton1960@gmail.com

JUNIORS CHAIR: Jennifer Fitch, Hell-
gate Mineral Society, 21148 OIld US
Hwy 93, Florence, MT, 59833 (517)
281-7461,

Fitchs4god@aol.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Jessica Himple, (425) 622-3504,
nfmseditor@outlook.com

NFMS CLUB-AT-LARGE: 1ST Vice
President (see above)

NOMINATING CHAIRMAN:
Jennifer Haley

2490 Spring Mountain Rd.

St. Helena, CA 94574
541-660-1832
ladybuglane@napablogger.com

NORTHWEST ROCKHOUND RE-
TREAT (Hancock): Walter Butler,
8821 SW Equestrian Place, Crooked
River Ranch, OR 97760, (503) 702-
5743, waltercbutler@comcast.net

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL: Larry
Hulstrom, Lakeside Gem and Miner-
al Club, 5409 W 26th Ave.
Kennewick, WA 99338, (509) 308-
8312, rockhound132@charter.net

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY: Susie
Koppert, Mt. Hood Rock Club, 135
SE Marsh Rd., Sandy, OR 97055
susiekopper@mail.com

RESOLUTIONS: Audrey Vogelpohl,
West Seattle Rock Club, 8810 37th
Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98126-3617,
(206) 932-3292,
avogelpohl@comcast.net

RULES AND AWARDS COMMITTEE:

RULES AND AWARDS CHAIR: :
Joshua Hulstrom, Lakeside Gem
and Mineral Club, 5409 W 26th Ave.,
Kennewick, WA 99338, (509) 306-
0385,
josh_hulstrom@hotmail.com

JUDGING DIRECTOR : Charise
Ash, Mount Hood Rock Club, 2331
N Mist Dr, Vernonia, OR 97064,
charisemarie@gmail.com

EXHIBITS REGISTRAR: Larry Hul-
strom, Lakeside Gem and Mineral
Club, 5409 W 26th Ave. Kennewick,
WA 99338, (509) 308-8312, rock-
hound132@charter.net

SAFETY: Kathryn Larson, Lakeside
Gem and Mineral Club, 4102 S Au-
burn St, Kennewick, WA 99337

misaique @ hotmail.com

SCHOLARSHIP: Mary Lou Northrup,
1623 Powers Ave, Lewiston, ID
83501, (208) 743-6944,
mlandji@yahoo.com

SHOW COORDINATOR: Faith Farley,
Bitterroot Gem and Mineral Society,
392 Market St S, Corvallis, MT
59828, (406) 961-3347
earthmother169@gmail.com

SLIDE/ VIDEO LIBRARIAN: Ronna
Watkins, Yakima Rock and Mineral
Club, PO Box 635, Tieton WA
98947, (509) 673-0085

nfmsronna@gmail.com

STAMPS: Aaron Currier, Willamette
Agate & Mineral Society, 2182 Broad-
way Ct, Salem, OR, 97304
(503) 385-5649, fos-
sils@curriergraphics.com

Ed Anderson, Sweet Home Rock &
Mineral Society, 40182 Hilltop Dr,
Lebanon, OR, 97355

(541) 451-1577,
eladrocks@gmail.com

SUPPLIES: OPEN


mailto:silvertipminis@msn.com
mailto:silvertipminis@msn.com
mailto:mrmbrhodes0@gmail.com
mailto:cdwalker@q.com
mailto:Fitchs4od@aol.com
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NFMS SPECIAL COMMITTEES

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN: Doug True,
Billings Gem & Mineral Club, 2622
Broadwater, Billings, MT 59102,
(406) 670-0500,
dtruefossils12@yahoo.com

ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR: Laurie
Ellis, Hatrockhounds Gem and Mineral
Society, 57462 Clarks Canyon Rd,
Heppener, OR 97836, (541) 626-3131,
nfmsroy@gmail.com

SHOW CO-CHAIRS 2025:

Warren Rood, Hatrockhounds Gem and
Mineral Society, PO Box 502, Irrigon,
OR 97844, (541) 571-2593,
stonemorlinl @netscape.net

Janel Lacey, Marcus Whitman Gem and Min-
eral Society, 43618 SW McKay Dr, Pend-
leton, OR, 97801, (541) 215-2839,
jelawl6461@gmail.com

WEBSITE CONTEST: OPEN

AFMS COMMITTEES (NFMS Repre-
sentatives)

AFMS 1st VP - Ronna Watkins

AFMS Junior Program Chair - Lora
Hall

ENDOWMENT FUND - Judi Allison
PROGRAM COMPETITION - DeLane
Cox

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION- Mary
Lou Northrup

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

The AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS AS-
SOCIATION (ALAA) is a 501(c)(4) or-
ganization. Its purpose is to promote and
ensure the right of amateur hobby fossil
and mineral collecting, recreational pro-
specting and mining, and the use of public
and private lands for educational and rec-
reational purposes; and to carry the voice
of all amateur collectors and hobbyists to
our elected officials, government regula-
tors and public lands managers. Your an-
nual individual/couple membership fee is
$25 which helps support their activi-

ties. Club membership is $50 per

year. Send to Treasurer, P.O. Box 54398,
San Jose, CA 95154. Make checks paya-
ble to: American Lands Access Assn. Ap-
plications can be downloaded

at: www.amlands.org on the left side of
the page. For more information con-

tact: Frank Mullaney, 408-266-1791, cell:
408-691-2655, Rockyfivi@aol.com

The AFMS NEWSLETTER is published
monthly except Jan-Jul-Aug by the Ameri-
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can Federation of Mineralogical Societies.
Each NFMS member society should have
three people (usually the Pres, Secretary
and Editor) receiving the AFMS Newslet-
ter. If they are not, or if anyone else wants
to subscribe ($5 per year). Contact: Linda
Jaeger, 3515 E 88th St, Tulsa, OK 74137,
AFMSeditor@AMFED.org (918) 630-
6498 or (918) 481-0249. Make checks
payable to “AFMS”.

The NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is
the official publication of the Northwest
Federation of Mineralogical Societies
(NFMS) and is sent to each club electroni-
cally in PDF form between six to ten times
per year. It is the responsibility of each
club to forward the newsletter to the mem-
bership. The newsletters are also posted to
the Federation website electronically and
archived there for members to review or
download.

For matters related to this newsletter
(i.e. content, advertising, etc.) contact
the editor.

SHOW COORDINATION. Your Fed-
eration provides a free service for
NFMS members by listing your show in
this Newsletter, on the NFMS website,
two magazines (“Rocks and Minerals”
and

“Rock and Gem”) and the on-line calen-
dar from “Lapidary Journal”. Please
provide the date and time for the show,
the club name and show title (if applica-
ble), the location of the show, admission
price, and most important a contact per-
son with

address, e-mail address and/or phone (e-
mail is preferred). Please send your
show information four to six months in
advance to the Show Coordination
Chairperson. If you see an error once
your show is listed, or if your show is
not listed, contact the Newsletter Chair

SAVE STAMPS PROGRAM. NFMS
members are encouraged to use and save
commemorative stamps. The money gener-
ated from the sale of these used (cancelled)
stamps is then donated to Junior Fund.

The collected stamps can be sent to the
Stamps Chairperson, brought to the
NFMS Annual Show or given to your Fed-
eration Director in your club.

ATTENTION CLUB TREASURERS

Where to send your money

To NFMS Treasurer for:
1. Dues (new and renewal) and
supplies

2. Donations for the general fund

3. Donations to Junior
Achievement

4. Advertisement in this
Newsletter
Send to: see Treasurer this page.

To NFMS Endowment Fund Treasurer for:
1. Donations to Endowment Fund
2. Memorial contributions
Make check payable to NFMS
Endowment Fund, send to Endowment
Fund Treasurer, 8810 37th Ave SW, Seat-
tle, WA 98126-3617

To NEMS Scholarship Chairperson for:

1. Donations to AFMS Scholar-
ship Fund

2. Memorial contributions to
AFMS Scholarship
Make check payable to AFMS Scholarship
Fund.
Send to: Mary Lou Northrup (see Scholar-
ship this page).

To AFMS Endowment Fund for:
1. Donations to AFMS Endow-

ment
2. Memorials
Send to: See AFMS Newsletter

To ALAA Treasurer for:
Memberships, new and renewals
Donations
Make check payable to ALAA
( American Lands Access
Assn) Treasurer, P.O. Box
54398, San Jose, CA 95154

NFMS WEB SITE: www.amfed.org/nfms
or

*Due to changing to an elec-
tronic newsletter, clubs are
no longer required to send
contact information
throughout the year for
members who are added or
removed from their roster.
Directory will now only re-
quire the contact infor-
mation for the board mem-
bers of each club. If you
would like to contact a spe-
cific person in another club,
please contact their club.

http://northwestfederation.org/


http://www.amlands.org

